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Annual Dinner, Honors Celebration + Elections
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The 33rd Annual Chapter Dinner will be held at the Crystal City Sports Pub, Thursday, 
October 30, beginning with appetizers at 6:30 pm. Play some pool, watch some football, 
throw a few darts and enjoy a buffet dinner featuring Caribbean Jerk Chicken, London 
Broil and Seafood Newburg.

Besides enjoying a fun evening with fellow members, we will be honoring the service 
of several colleagues with the presentation of the Chapter’s Honor Awards and holding a 
brief meeting to approve new Chapter bylaws and elect officers for the coming year. 

The Chapter is in the process of adopting new bylaws based on the National AIA’s model 
bylaws. This will guarantee we are in compliance with state laws, coordinate with the 
National AIA bylaws and reflect current Chapter practices. The proposed bylaws will be 
available for review and comment on the Chapter’s website by September 22. See Valerie 
Hassett’s President’s Letter on page 2 for more details.

The elections are for the Chapter’s executive committee and director positions and for 
Virginia Society director positions.

Al Cox, FAIA, elected as president elect last year, becomes president and Valerie Has-
sett, AIA, IIDA, LEED® AP becomes past president. The rest of the executive commit-
tee needs to be elected for 2009. There are also five chapter director positions and three 
Virginia Society director positions open for election this year.

continues on page 12

by Debbie Burns
AIA Northern Virginia Executive Director

About Architecture : October 7

7:00p, at the Lyceum, 201 South Washington 
Street, Alexandria 22314.

Our public lecture series, About Archi-
tecture, continues with a presentation on 
LEED® and sustainable design on October 
7. The series, sponsored by AIA Northern 
Virginia, the City of Alexandria and the Ly-
ceum, is designed to engage both architects 
and the public in an ongoing dialogue about 
architecture and urban design issues. Please 
join us to discuss current issues affecting 
all of us in Northern Virginia and the DC 
metropolitan area.

1 AIA/CES HSW LU. The event is free and 
reservations are not necessary. Refreshments 
will be served. Watch for details on our 
website - www.aianova.org.

http://www.aianova.org
http://www.aianova.org
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Fellow Members: 

I hope your summer was enjoyable. The Executive Committee has 
been working through August. We have been planning changes to the 
Chapter’s big fall event, the Annual Dinner and Honors Celebration. 
This year the atmosphere will be more causal, fun and convenient. 
The event will be held in the VIP room at Crystal City Sports Pub, 
located within walking distance from the Metro. A virtual tour of the 
space is available at http://www.ccsportspub.com/Tour.html.

The Executive Committee has also been working to update adminis-
trative and procedural aspects of our Chapter. This year the IRS has 
instituted sweeping changes to the information that the chapter needs 
to provide, including bylaw changes and the creation of a board 
policy manual. The NOVA Chapter Board is taking a holistic ap-
proach and we are updating the chapter bylaws completely to bring 
us in compliance with not only IRS requirements but also to match 
the model bylaws developed by national AIA. As we go through this 
transition, it is important that all members have an opportunity to 
have their voice heard. 

The proposed bylaws have been reviewed and approved by national 
AIA’s legal department and the NOVA Chapter Board. Now mem-
bership has an opportunity to review the changes. In order to provide 
all members an opportunity to participate in this undertaking the pro-
posed bylaws will be posted to the Chapter website from September 
22nd until October 5th for a comment period. Approved changes to 
the proposed bylaws will then be posted to the website on October 
13th, allowing for additional comments from the membership until 
October 16th. The proposed bylaws will then be voted in at the Hon-
ors Celebration by a simple yes or no vote without discussion at the 
event. If desired, the proposed bylaws can be mailed to any member 
by phone request to the Chapter office at (703) 549-9747. It is my 
hope that the changes we are making this year leave the Chapter in a 
stronger more vital position. 

 As always I welcome any comments or questions you may have and 
can be reached at valerie@aianova.org.

Respectfully,
Valerie Hassett, AIA, IIDA

33rd Annual Chapter Dinner, Honors Celebration and Elections
Thursday, October 30, 2008, 6:30 pm

Crystal City Sports Pub, 529 South 23rd Street, Arlington 22202
Free parking across the street; 5 blocks from the Crystal City Metro.

Appetizers, a buffet dinner and cash bar.
Play some pool, watch some football, throw a few darts.

Presentation of the Chapter’s Honor Awards
Brief Chapter meeting to approve new bylaws.

Election of 2009 officers and directors.

Tickets are $30 – half the cost of last year’s event.

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
http://www.aianova.org
http://www.ccsportspub.com/Tour.html
http://www.aianova.org
mailto:valerie@aianova.org


Free Presentation – Free Continuing Education Credits – Free Lunch
The AIA Northern Virginia Lunch Series offers free lunch time educational seminars, usually 
held on the third Wednesday of each month at the Chapter House or various firm offices. Each 
session earns AIA continuing education learning units, often health, safety, welfare credits. 
Presentations begin at noon and usually last for one hour. Space is limited to 18 participants.
Registration is required. Please e-mail your registration request to reservations@aianova.org.

September 17, 11:00a – 1:15p, Two presentations: The Renaissance of Terrazzo and Wall 
Systems / Air Barriers, at the Chapter House, 205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria. The Terrazzo 
presentation covers Terrazzo types and performance properties, design criteria, technical detail-
ing and specifications, systems and substrates, crack and moisture vapor transmission mitigation, 
precast detailing, applications and typical uses. The Wall Systems / Air Barriers presentation 
looks at air, vapor and rain barriers and how barriers affect IAQ; premature deterioration and 
mold control; membrane technology; review of various flashing materials; thru-wall flashing 
design considerations; job site practices; and the Cloaked Flashing System. Presented by Marty 
Fischer of Preservation & Protection Systems, Inc. 1 AIA/CES LU for the first presentation and 
1 AIA/CES HSW LU for the second.

October 22, Noon – 1:00p, Vapor Barriers: Nuisance or Necessity?, at the Chapter House, 205 
South Patrick Street, Alexandria. New EPA regulations, ACI recommendations, and ASTM stan-
dards have increased the importance of updating education on the topic of below slab moisture 
protection. Presentation will cover applicable information from those organizations and will ad-
dress issues that can arise when using recycled plastics (poly/visqueen) beneath a concrete slab. 
Forensic analyses point to a number of problems caused by below slab water vapor migration, 
regardless of the climate in which the project is located. Session will cover everything from the 
science of below slab moisture migration, to a briefing on slab design debates, to installation 
standards, and finally how to specify this often overlooked area of the building envelope by 
clarifying the correct reference standards and performance characteristics. After attending the 
session, attendees will know how to design an overall system to help prevent moisture related 
problems such as: floor covering failures, mold and mildew issues, concrete drying concerns, 
and much more. Attendees will learn about the most recent standards and industry-expert recom-
mendations in the Vapor Barrier industry. In addition, attendees will know and be able to explain 
the difference between a Vapor Retarder and a Vapor Barrier and know how to specify each. 
Presented by Mark Prosser of Stego® Industries, LLC. 1 AIA/CES HSW LU.

November 19, Noon – 1:00p, Find the Lost Dollars in Your Business, at the Chapter House, 
205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria. This seminar will identify ways to find the lost dollars in 
your business. Can you answer the following questions that are critical to your business success? 
What is the dollar value of the time your employees spend looking for information, duplicating 
their efforts or using inaccurate data? How many dollars are lost due to inadequate tracking of 
critical client activities and correspondence? What is the amount of revenue lost by not captur-
ing all billable revenue, low utilization or poor project management reporting? What is the value 
of lost project awards due to endless hours spent by your marketing staff trying to find accurate 
employee credentials and experience? Presented by June Jewell, CPA of Jewell & Associates. 1 
AIA/CES LU.

This information is a public service announcement. No fees were paid to print this information and the chapter receives no income from these events.

Lunch Seminars
Committee Chairs

Jean O’Toole, AIA
Architecture in the Schools

Deborah Burns (interim)
Matt Shuba (interim)
Communications

Brian J. Donnelly, AIA
Community Service / Canstruction

Charles E. Enos, AIA
Continuing Education 

J. Paul Lewis, AIA
Michael J. Nawrocki, AIA
Design Awards

William T. Brown, AIA
Mary-Ellen Pfiester, AIA
Committee on the Environment

Al Cox, FAIA
Fellows

William T. Brown, AIA
Keith Whitener
Golf Tournament

John K. Mott, FAIA
Historic Resources

Marlene W. Shade, AIA
Honors

Francie K. Fetzer, Assoc. AIA
Sean E. Reilly, AIA
Schools Connections

David Jameson, FAIA
Small Firms

Robert E. Beach, AIA 
Washington Builders Ball

Eliza Beth Engle, AIA
Women in Architecture

Francisco Grimaldi, Assoc. AIA
Young Architects Forum

Looking for Volunteers!

If you are interested in helping 
with AIA Northern Virginia 
committees, please contact the 
Chapter House, (703) 549-9747
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Firm Tours

Tours of several Chapter architecture firms are planned this year. They are scheduled to coin-
cide with our Chapter Board Meetings. Members are invited to participate in the board meeting 
and tour or just the tour. The board meetings begin at 4:30 pm, followed at 6:00 pm by a tour of 
our host firm, including a discussion about the firm and its recent projects.

1 hour of AIA/CES credit is available for the tour and discussion. Reservations are not necessary.

mailto:reservations@aianova.org
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and definitely intended it to confer a benefit upon him.” Therefore, 
a party that is an incidental beneficiary of a contract between others 
does not have standing to bring suit. One example of a person who 
may attempt to claim third party beneficiary status might be the end 
purchaser of a home, although the success of such suit and status as a 
third party beneficiary in that situation is largely unsettled.

Questionable Relationships

In today’s economic climate there are some frequent situations which 
give rise to the question of whether privity of contract exists. A 
lender foreclosing on a project and taking over the completion or sale 
project is one example of questionable privity. There the architect 
may have signed an Architect’s Certificate that allows automatic 
assignment of the architect’s contract with the owner to the lender, 
should the owner default on its loan. In that case, the architect may 
have created a contractual relationship with the lender, that otherwise 
did not exist. Arguably the lender may then have the right to sue the 
architect for design negligence.

Another example where the results are unsettled is whether the 
ultimate purchaser of a negligently designed building may bring suit 
against the architect. This is a case where the ultimate purchaser may 
try to claim third party beneficiary status in order to have standing to 
bring suit against the architect.

Conclusion

Lack of privity of contract may provide a quick escape from a 
lawsuit. In Virginia, privity of contract remains a solid requirement 
in negligence cases purely seeking recovery for economic losses. 
Therefore, be aware of any assignment and third party beneficiary 
clauses in your contracts, and other documents you may be asked 
to sign, in order to protect yourself from extending your contractual 
privity to parties outside the contract.

Mullins is an associate with Hughes & Associates, P.L.L.C., www.hughesnasso-
ciates.com. She may be reached at alison@hughesnassociates.com or by calling 
(703) 671-8200.

This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice, but instead 
as general commentary regarding legal matters. You should consult with 
an attorney regarding your legal issues, as the advice you may receive 
will depend upon your facts and the laws of your jurisdiction.

Party based defenses can provide a quick escape out of some cases. 
Therefore, the question of which parties can sue each other can be 
of critical importance on a construction project. Simply put, a party 
based defense is when a plaintiff does not have standing to sue the 
defendant because of a lack of legal relationship. A much more 
complicated topic is how the courts define to whom the architect’s 
relationship extends to legally.

The Legal Relationship

The legal relationship typically required regarding design profes-
sionals is privity of contract. This is certainly true in cases involving 
claims of negligent errors and omissions of an architect. In fact, 
privity of contract is usually the first issue the court must resolve in a 
construction case.

Privity of contract is the relationship between two contracting par-
ties. The nexus or relationship that is created by the contract between 
the contracting parties allows them the right to sue each other. At the 
same time, the lack of privity of contract prevents a third party from 
suing one of the contracting parties as if the third party was a part of 
that same nexus or relationship. 

Virginia courts have consistently held that in a construction law case 
where the suit is solely for recovery of an economic loss and there is 
no privity of contract between the parties, the plaintiff has no stand-
ing. Hence, the defendant has a quick escape from the case.

Defining a Relationship

Determining exactly who is in privity of contract in a construction 
project can be more difficult than you think. There are some limited 
circumstances where privity of contract can extend to parties other 
than the originally contracting parties. Assignment of a contract is 
one way a party can attempt to claim privity of contract. A second 
theory of claiming privity of contract is as an intended third party 
beneficiary.  

Assignment of a contract is when the rights and/or property under a 
certain contract are transferred from one party to another. The most 
common example in the construction industry is where an owner 
of a construction project sells the project to another owner prior to 
completion. Whether contractual privity exists between the new 
owner and the architect varies widely depending on factors such as 
whether the contract allows for assignment, what stage the architec-
tural services are at when the contract is assigned, and what stage 
the construction process was at when the contract is assigned, just to 
name a few.

A third party beneficiary is a person who, although not a party to the 
contract, receives a benefit from the performance of the contract. 
In the case of Professional Realty Corp. v. Bender, the Virginia Su-
preme Court explicitly held that a party claiming to be a third party 
beneficiary must demonstrate that the contracting parties “clearly 

Quick Escape Acts – Part III, 
Party Based Arguments

by Alison Mullins
AIA Northern Virginia Legal Columnist

http://www.hughesnassociates.com
http://www.hughesnassociates.com
mailto:alison@hughesnassociates.com


It’s not too early. You don’t want to wait until the last minute. So 
remember, DesignDC is coming up next summer and it is not to 
be missed. Now for those who attended this past July 8th through 
10th, you already know that, and have made a note in your 2009 
calendars. The rest of you should be making sure you let nothing 
stand in your way.  

This year’s program was a success, bringing together a wide 
variety of speakers and topics 
under the banner of Leading 
ReNEWal, and focusing on how 
sustainable design, historic 
preservation and downtown 
revitalization can all work 
together. Held at the Ronald 
Reagan Building in Washington 
DC, the conference attracted 
over 750 attendees from DC, 
Maryland, Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey, a 17% 
increase over last year.

A mixture of tours and edu-
cational sessions, trade show 

AIA Northern Virginia News 5

DesignDC : Leading ReNEWal Wrap-Up

by Edward D. Weaver, AIA
Vice President, DMJM Design

booth exhibits and addresses, some of this year’s favorites (as 
voted on by attendees) included:

• How Strategic Planning Can Frame Your Goals, Inform the 
Structure of Your Organization and Guide Your Marketing Efforts
• Solar Decathlon: University of Maryland’s LEAFHouse
Public-Private Educational Facilities Infrastructure Act
• Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future
• 25 Green Strategies You Can Use Without Asking Permission
• Harman Center for the Arts tour

Marshall Purnell, FAIA (left), president of the American Institute 
of Architects, presented a keynote address on building designs 
that have been a catalyst for change in Washington, D.C. neigh-
borhoods. As Mr. Purnell is one who has been involved in many 
of these types of projects, it was a particularly appropriate topic.

A special thank you is due to all the sponsors, exhibitors, present-
ers and attendees, who make these important events possible, and 
to the workers and volunteers that do the same. Co-sponsored by 
AIA DC, AIA Potomac Valley and AIA Northern Virginia, the 
gathering is the area’s largest conference and tradeshow geared 
toward design and construction professionals, and promises to 
be even more valuable for education and networking next year. 
Presentation and Program ideas are already being gathered, so 
start planning now for DesignDC 2009.

Fun fact: 100% of those surveyed said they would recommend 
DesignDC to a colleague. 
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The Chapter Board of Directors has voted to keep 2009 chapter 
dues at the same level as this year. Architect dues will remain 
$145 and associate dues $50.

While our chapter dues have remained the same, the chapter 
strives to offer additional membership benefits each year. This 
year we offered DesignDC, a local continuing education confer-
ence; added a digital edition of the newsletter with hyperlinks; 
introduced About Architecture, a public lecture series; started 
double lunch seminars to help members fulfill their continuing 
education requirements; and organized several in-depth code 
seminars.

The chapter continues to provide members with connections and 
networking opportunities; numerous continuing education offer-
ings, many free of charge; an easy way to keep informed through 
our website, newsletter, and e-mails; design and service awards; 
numerous committees, including the Committee on the Environ-
ment, Young Architects Forum, Design Awards, Women in Archi-
tecture and Historic Resources; community service activities, like 
Canstruction, Architecture in the Schools, and our Scholarship 
Golf Tournament; public outreach activities like Architecture 
Week and How To Work With An Architect workshops; and many 
leadership opportunities.

So get involved today. Contact the Chapter at (703) 549-9747 or 
aianova@aianova.org.

Local Chapter Dues Remain Unchanged for 2009

“Time you enjoy wasting was not wasted.”
  -John Lennon

Have we wasted our way in design? If we did indeed, where did 
we waste our way in design? Are we today, now on the correct 
path for our way in design? Have we, as a service profession to our 
community found our correct way? Many believe that to resolve 
any problem we have to admit we have a problem. Was our time 
wasting our precious natural resources not wasted in design? What 
were we thinking?

Today, a new “conceptual age” or “creative economy” for imagi-
native and delightful thinking has evolved which provides a great 
opportunity for our given creative talents to find a symphony of 
purpose and meaning. We can no longer waste our creative intel-
lect during such an opportunity and we must meet the challenge to 
serve our total global community. Our designs should seek offer-
ings of physical beauty, adaptive enclosures and generate emotion-
ally compelling experiences for times beyond our times.

“High touch involves the ability to empathize with others, to 
understand the subtleties of human interaction, to find joy in one’s 
self and to elicit it in others, and to stretch beyond the quotidian in 
pursuit of purpose and meaning.”
  -Daniel H. Pink  

With the current professional “HOW” acceptance of “zero energy” 
and concerns for a “carbon footprint” for our architectural solu-
tions, it is appropriate that we discard the left brain information 
criteria for the right brain intuitive sensitivities to find our design 
path true purpose and meaning. Our design time is not wasted dur-
ing our early moments spent enjoying and evaluating a project’s 
beginnings during its “WHY” and “WHAT” stages before we 
proceed with the final “HOW” implementation.  

“Bad artists copy. Good artists steal.” 
   -Pablo Picasso

The current rush to implement a solution needs to be delayed until 
our design beginning curiosity is thoroughly explored. Each imagi-
nation process requires necessary time to discover the illuminat-
ing moment which will drive a successful solution. Time should 
not be wasted copying works of our past but time should be spent 
finding inspiration from the experiences of our past works. Our 
project search needs to find the correct balance between the art of 
our task and the needed support from technology of our age. The 
time we enjoy thinking with more curiosity than patience while 
seeking imaginative meaning will not be wasted when servicing 
our present abundant community and our children’s future genera-
tions. Perhaps then, our children will deeply cherish what we were 
thinking.  

“Imagination is more important than knowledge”
  -Albert Einstein

What Were We Thinking?

by Samuel H. Gross, Jr.
e*virons

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
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It is difficult to imagine that a contaminated and neglected peninsu-
la along the Elizabeth River in Chesapeake, Virginia, was a source 
of inspiration for award-wining research in architecture and design. 
Phoebe Crisman’s work on three associated projects in this fragile, 
contaminated ecosystem is the winner of the 2008 Virginia Society 
of the AIA Prize for Design Research and Scholarship.

In 1967, a catastrophic fire released huge quantities of creosote, 
resulting in high levels of toxins in the soil, ground water and river 
sediment in an area called Money Point located along the Elizabeth 
River. Crisman and her collaborators developed urban planning and 
building strategies designed to help regenerate the ecology of the 
area and a set of guidelines for sustainable development of the river 
uplands. Complementing the research and guidelines was the devel-
opment of the Learning Barge — a floating classroom that provides 
interactive education for all ages about the area’s ecosystem and the 
restoration efforts. Referred to as “spectacular collaborations” by 
lead juror, Cesar Pelli, FAIA, the jury felt that the submission was 
a good reflection of the integration of architectural design, practice 
and education. Crisman is an Associate Professor at the University 
of Virginia and partner in Crisman + Petrus Architects. 

A submission by John S. LaMonica, AIA on the future uses of 
disease resistant hybrids of the American chestnut, which was 
praised for its potential for sustainable land management, design 
and construction received an Honorable Mention. Work by Michael 
Ermann on a technique to affect the clarity and reverb in a concert 
hall also received an Honorable Mention.

University of Virginia Associate Professor Wins 
Prize for Design Research and Scholarship
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Over the past two decades the three Washington area chapters 
of the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the Washington 
Architectural Foundation, and the National Building Museum 
have collaborated to organize the annual Inter-School Student 
Design Competition. These competitions have opened the door 
for students to the various local architectural curriculums and the 
architectural profession. Participants in this design competition 
are students at all levels enrolled in the area’s university archi-
tecture programs, including The Catholic University of America, 
Howard University, Virginia Tech Washington Alexandria Archi-
tecture Center, and the University of Maryland.

Each year the universities take a turn to develop the architectural 
program for the competition. This year Michelle Rinehart, As-
sistant Dean at Catholic University, is developing the final details 
of the project’s program that will be submitted to the students 
for a charrette that will be held on the floor of the Great Hall at 
the National Building Museum on Sunday, September 14, 2008. 
The subject for the competition program is an urban design study 
of Mt. Vernon Square. The lead juror is Stephen Muse, FAIA. 
Other jury members include: Randall Mars, AIA of the Northern 
Virginia Chapter, Barbara Laurie, AIA of the Washington DC 
Chapter and Paul Klee, AIA of the Potomac Valley Chapter. The 
jury and presentation of awards will be held at 5:30 pm at the 
National Building Museum on September 15, 2008. We are very 

Inter-School Student Design Competition Returns
by Sean E. Reilly, AIA
Co-Chair, Schools Connections Committee

fortunate to have Marion Weiss and Michael Manfredi give the 
Spotlight on Design lecture following the awards ceremony.

The event takes place at the National Building Museum, 401 F 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001, on the Red Line, Judiciary 
Square Station. Visitors are welcome to view the charrette in 
progress on Sunday, September 14, 9:00a - 5:00p. Winners of the 
juried competition will be announced at an awards ceremony at 
the Museum on Monday, September 15 at 5:00p. Marion Weiss 
and Michael Manfredi will give the Spotlight on Design lecture 
following the awards ceremony.

The charrette and awards ceremony don’t require registration, but 
registration is required for the Spotlight on Design lecture. Addi-
tional information and registration is available at www.nbm.org.

http://www.nbm.org
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continued from page 1
Your attendance at the dinner is important to the election and gov-
erning process of the Chapter. Please join us on October 30. Invita-
tions will be mailed to all members.

Following is a list of the positions up for election and short biogra-
phies for each nominated candidate. Nominations may also be made 
from the floor at the meeting.

Executive Committee

President Elect - Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIA, LEED® AP
Currently Treasurer for the Northern 
Virginia Chapter and a Director for 
Virginia Society AIA, Carol has served 
on the Chapter Board since 2005. Carol 
is a Senior Partner at Little, and Office 
President for the firm’s Washington, DC 
office. She is a frequent lecturer and 
writer, most recently presenting at World 
Workplace, the Corenet Eastern Regional 
Symposium, and NeoCon East. Carol leads ongoing firm research 
on the psychological and physiological effects of space design 
on its inhabitants, the integration of culture into environments, 
and the relationship between learning orientation, pedagogy and 
classroom design. Her articles have been published nationally 
and internationally in industry and government journals. Little 
recently won both awards in the Conceptual/Unbuilt category 
of the NOVA Design Awards for their sustainable high-rise and 
Residence Hall of the Future. Carol received her Bachelor degree 
from The Catholic University of America, and her Master of 
Architecture degree from Virginia Tech. She has been an instruc-
tor at the university level, and is a frequent guest lecturer and 
architectural jurist for colleges & universities. 

Treasurer - Brian J. Donnelly, AIA, LEED® AP
Currently our Chapter Secretary, Brian 
has served on the Board of Directors 
since 2003. As chair of the Community 
Service Committee, he organized our 
chapter’s first Canstruction Competi-
tion in 2004, and has continued in that 
role as the event has grown over the 
years to involve more 200 participants 
annually, raising nearly 200,000 cans 
of food for local food banks, and draw-
ing the attention of local media and 
community leaders. Brian first joined 

the AIA as an associate member after completing graduate studies 
at the University of Virginia, and became a full member in 1992. 
He was recognized with an Award for Service to the Chapter in 
2005. Brian is an Associate in the Arlington office of Perkins 
Eastman.

Secretary - William T. Brown, AIA, LEED® AP
Currently a Vice President of the Chapter and a Director on the 
Virginia Society AIA Board, Bill has served on the Chapter Board 
since 2004. Over the last 24 years Bill’s responsibility in the 
firm has grown, from Architect to Project Manager, to Partner 

and now President/CEO of BeeryRio Architecture + Interiors. 
Throughout this time Bill has been an integral part of the leader-
ship of BeeryRio. In his role as President/
CEO, Bill guides the firm to meet the 
goals and expectations established by the 
corporation – customer service, attention 
to detail and most importantly striving for 
sustainability and excellent design in all 
of the firm’s projects. As the Principal-
in-Charge of the Educational/Institutional 
Studio, Bill has designed state-of-the-
art educational/institutional facilities 
throughout the Metropolitan Washington 
DC area. Bill will be serving as the President of the Council of 
Educational Facilities Planners International Southeast Region 
Board in 2009 and is also a Recognized Educational Facilities 
Planner through the Council of Educational Facilities Planners 
International. He was named the 2005 Planner of the Year by the 
Council of Educational Facilities Planners International South-
east Region and the Virginia Educational Facilities Planners. As 
a member of the US Green Building Council, Bill is committed 
to the design of sustainable facilities and is a LEED Accredited 
Professional. He has spoken nationally and to local jurisdictions 
regarding the benefits of building “Green” facilities and co-chairs 
the AIA NOVA Committee on the Environment. Bill is also serv-
ing as a Director on the Virginia Society AIA board. Bill enjoys 
playing guitar, watercolor painting and reading.

Vice President - Randall A. Mars, AIA
Currently serving as Chapter Vice Pres-
ident and as a Board Member for Vir-
ginia Society AIA, Randall has been on 
the Chapter Board since 2004. Randall 
is Principal of Randall Mars Architects 
in McLean, which he founded in 1989. 
He has received recognition at local 
and state design awards programs for 
many of his residential and commercial 
projects. He received his M. Arts in 

Architecture from the University of Florida in 1979. Randall has 
taught Design as an Adjunct Professor at Marymount University 
since 1989.

Vice President - Edward D. Weaver, AIA, LEED® AP
Ed, a Chapter Director, is Vice President 
and Director of Architecture at DMJM 
Design in Arlington, and has practiced 
in the Washington DC area for over 
20 years. Having earned a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree from Virginia Tech 
in 1986, he worked at Cooper-Lecky 
Architects, and later CUH2A, before 
joining DMJM Design in 2001. Ed is a 
member of the Society for College and 
University Planning, and involved with DesignDC, ARE prepara-
tion seminars, Canstruction and other professional activities. As 
a LEED® AP with a dedication to integrated design principles, 
his work stretches from corporate office and higher education, 
to justice and defense projects. Ed and his wife Tammy live in 
Arlington with their two daughters, Paige (17) and Nicole (15).
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Chapter Directors
Five director positions are open for election this year. The 
nominated candidate biographies appear below. Four directors 
continue to serve their terms: Francie K. Fetzer, Associate AIA, 
LEED® AP; David Jameson, FAIA; J. Paul Lewis, AIA, SCUP; 
and John K. Mott, FAIA.

Robert E. Beach, AIA (nominated for a one-year term)
Bob has served as a Chapter Director since 2006. After receiving 
his Bachelor of Architecture from The Pratt Institute, New York 
in 1982, Bob practiced architecture in the firm of SITE, Inc. com-
pleting the HIGHRISE OF HOMES Project, now a permanent 
collection of the Museum of Modern Art. Upon relocating, Bob 
worked in several notable Washington area architecture firms 
completing several hospital projects with Henningson, Durham 
and Richardson of Alexandria, prior to starting his own practice 
in Falls Church in 1989. In 2003 Bob’s firm, Robert E. Beach Ar-
chitects, won an Arlington County Historic Affairs and Landmark 

Review Board Award. Bob has served 
on the Fairfax County History Com-
mission for the last seven years, has 
represented the Commission for several 
years as a jury member during the Fair-
fax County Exceptional Design Awards, 
is chair of the Fairfax County History 
Commission Awards Committee and is 
currently the Commissions’ Chair.

Scott S. Matties, AIA (nominated for a three-year term)
Scott is a Principal at Cunningham | Quill Architects, joining the 
firm as a Project Architect in 1998. He has more than seventeen 
years experience in architectural design and master planning for 
residential, institutional, academic, 
medical and commercial projects. 
He has had a leading role in numer-
ous affordable housing projects in-
cluding Hunter’s Park at Cherrydale 
and Bruner Place in Arlington, Am-
ber Overlook Master Plan and New 
Eastgate Hope VI in Washington, 
and West End View Senior Hous-
ing in Falls Church. Prior to joining 
Cunningham | Quill Architects in 1998, Scott was a Project Ar-
chitect for Bowie Gridley Architects in Washington, and E Lynn 
App Architects in Dayton, Ohio. He received both a B.S. and 
Masters degrees in Architecture University of Michigan. Scott’s 
projects have received numerous design awards, including most 
recently, an Honor Award from the Fairfax County Exceptional 
Design Awards Program, AIA/ Washingtonian Residential Design 
Awards and Residential Architect Magazine Design Awards.

Derek J. Moore, AIA 
(nominated for a three-year term)
Derek has served on the Canstruction Committee for the past 
three years, after leading his design firm’s team in the 2005 
competition. This fall, he will be chairing the Canstruction Com-
mittee for the upcoming 2009 event. Prior to joining the Northern 
Virginia Chapter in 2004, Derek was active in the Houston AIA 
Chapter, where he led the SandCastle Competition in Galveston, 

Texas for two years, receiving the 
local Chapter’s President’s Citation. 
Derek is an Associate at Gensler, 
where he is active with the South-
east Regional Project Manager and 
Technical Director Steering Commit-
tees. Prior to joining Gensler, Derek 
worked at HOK and 3D/International 
in Houston.  He received his Bachelor 
of Environmental Design and Master 
of Architecture degrees from Texas A & M University. Derek 
and his wife Leslie currently live in Alexandria with their 5- and 
3-year-old daughters Katherine and Natalie.

Michael Nawrocki, AIA (nominated for a one-year term)
Michael has served as a Director of the 
Chapter since 2006. Since architectural 
studies at Virginia Tech, Michael has 
worked locally for over twenty years. 
He spent twelve years with the well-re-
spected Alexandria firm of Rust, Orling 
and Neale producing a wide variety 
of commercial and residential project 
types. In the early months of the award-
winning firm Envision Design, Michael 
joined as an Associate and remained for 

four years producing such notable projects as the B&B Italia show-
room in Manhattan. In early 2003 he started Nawrocki Architects, 
his own residential design office in McLean, and has been busy with 
high-caliber residential work throughout the DC area and beyond. 
While tackling the challenges of a new design business, Michael 
found time to serve on the past six Design Awards Program commit-
tees, most recently as chair from 2006-2008. Michael and his wife 
Susan live in Vienna with their daughter Meredith.

Stephen A. Smith, AIA (nominated for a three-year term)
Stephen, project director for Davis Carter Scott, is a graduate of 
Virginia Tech, and has been a registered architect for twenty years. 
As manager of a design team, Stephen’s 
typical projects consist of a mix of of-
fice buildings, hotels, and educational 
facilities including new buildings, 
additions, renovations and retrofits. He 
also specializes in historic preservation, 
completing numerous private house ad-
ditions and renovation projects, includ-
ing a number of renovation and repair 
projects in the United States Capitol. 
For the Association for Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, Mr. Smith provided architectural assistance 
in the preservation of Bacon’s Castle, the oldest brick structure 
in British North America. His drawings were used for marketing 
and securing donations and also used to illustrate a book. Among 
Stephen’s other preservation projects are renovations at John 
Marshall’s house, relocation of the Lunenburg house (published in 
Inform magazine), brochures for architectural walking tours with 
the Historic Charleston Foundation, projects with the National 
Trust at Drayton Hall South Carolina and Decatur House in Wash-
ington DC, and renovation of Sunnyside Plantation. 

continues on page 14
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continued from page 13

Virginia Society AIA Directors

Three of the Chapter’s five Virginia Society director positions are 
open for election this year. The nominated candidate biographies 
appear below. Two directors continue to serve their terms: Paul R. 
Erickson, AIA and Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIA, LEED® AP.

William T. Brown, AIA LEED® AP
See biography above.

Randall A. Mars, AIA
See biography above.

Marlene Walli Shade, AIA, LEED® AP
A graduate of Clemson University, 
Marlene was instrumental in estab-
lishing AIA South Carolina’s first 
public education committee, speaking 
to high school students and managing 
a traveling exhibit of work by South 
Carolina architects. She has served on 
the National AIA Housing Committee 
and was very active in our chapter’s 
Search for Shelter Program. She later 
co-chaired the design committee of 
GREENHOME, a non-profit subsid-
iary of Habitat for Humanity and is 

a former Board Member and current volunteer with Chesapeake 
Region Accessible Boating. She also has volunteered as an ADA 
consultant to the Greenwell Foundation in building a fully acces-
sible State Park in Maryland, receiving a service award from the 
governor of Maryland for her efforts. Marlene was the editor of 
the chapter’s newsletter for four years. She has served a past term 
as a Virginia Society Director and is our immediate past-presi-
dent. She is the former chair of Virginia Architecture Week, and 
is on the Honors and Awards Committee for our chapter. Marlene 
recently sat on the U.S. Access Boards Committee on Court Ac-
cess for two years. She is an Associate-Principal of  PSA-Dew-
berry of Fairfax, Virginia, specializing in healthcare, libraries and 
justice. 
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The Interfaith Forum on 
Religion, Art and Architec-
ture (IFRAA), a knowledge 
community of the Virginia 
Society of the American 
Institute of Architects 
(VSAIA), is pleased to an-
nounce that they will present 
the first of several annual 
presentations exploring The 

Nature of Sacred Space. These presentations will examine various 
aspects of religious architecture as well as the interplay between the 
designed environment and worship.

The first annual presentation will occur November as 
a part of Architecture Exchange East, VSAIA’s annual 
conference, at the Richmond Convention Center. Mem-
bers of the public, clergy and architects are invited 
to this landmark event. The November presentation, 
The Nature of Sacred Space, Secular and Sacred will 
examine design trends (past, present and future), faith 
community and the associated role of architecture.

Registration opens in early September. To register on 
line visit http://www.archex.net or by completing the 
Architecture Exchange East registration form (avail-
able in September) at http://www.archex.net. For ad-
ditional information and questions, contact Jim Walker 
at Virginia Society at (804) 644-3041.

It is a joy to work with the members of The Build-
ers’ Ball Committee and to experience their enthusi-
asm as their plans for the Ball unfold. They bring to 
you one of the greatest opportunities to participate 
in the event that will make a significant contribution 
to our Community.

The organizers of the Ball crossed the $400,000 
contribution level and it is with the support of the 
Ball Sponsors that they were able fund the Washing-
ton Area Food Bank and give to other charities who 
in turn also give to our Community. Other charitable 
organizations supported by the Ball include the 
Covenant House of Washington, DC, the Jewish 
Foundation for Group Homes of Rockville, MD, 
the Perry School Community Services Center of 
Washington, DC, and the Washington Architectural 
Foundation. Each of the 2008 winning organizations 
provide for our community in ways that directly ef-
fect our profession.

When deciding to participate you have several 
choices. Sponsorship opportunities are still avail-

Builder’s Ball 2008
by Robert Beach, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia Director

able. You may also choose to offer items for the silent auction and 
of course, you should attend the Ball on November 8, 2008 which 
will be held at the National Building Museum. You also have the 
opportunity to vote for the King and Queen of the Ball, so be sure 
to visit the web site www.buildersball.org and cast your vote.

Sponsors and attendees will experience Energy, Tranquility, 
Buoyancy, and Euphoria in an unexpected environment as the 
“Elements of Surprise” are unveiled. Earth, Air, Water and Fire 
will be celebrated with innovative design, changing climates, 
tempting buffets and tantalizing liquids. Be sure to attend the 
2008 Builders’ Ball as it presents an opportunity for you to 
participate in one of the most powerful charitable events in our 
industry!

Nature of Sacred Space, Secular and Sacred

http://www.archex.net
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Little, a national architecture and design firm 
with offices across the country, has been awarded 
Second Place in the eVolo Architecture’s Fourth 
International Design Competition: 08 Skyscraper. 
Little’s design, selected from a field of 257 entries, 
was conceived by design leadership from the firm’s 
Arlington, Virginia and Durham, North Carolina 
offices. 

The idea behind the competition was to give 
designers enough freedom to address the proposed 
challenge in an innovative way with no restrictions 
on size, height, shape or location. Each submission 
had to present a design solution that was techno-
logically feasible and environmentally responsible. 

Design Directors Rugel Chiriboga (Arlington of-
fice) and Ted Givens (Durham office) seized this 
opportunity to push the envelope, demonstrate in-
novation and capitalize on their knowledge of sus-
tainable design strategies. After weeks of dedicated 
research and creative exploration, the duo 
conceived an idea based on the Wah Kim Orchid, Singapore’s national flower, and called it the Orchid Skyscraper. 

Inspired by the flower’s ability to 
pull water directly from the air, 
Rugel and Ted created a water-rec-
lamation system that will capture 
rainwater through modular units 
protruding from all sides of the 
building, then purify it to use for 
cooling and gray water. Orchids 
that would be grown in cylinders 
and stacked prompted the cylindri-
cal design and stacking features 
(see attached rendering).

Having spent time in the Jarang 
East district of Singapore, Ted 
envisioned this culturally rich and 
unique locale as the site for the 
Orchid Skyscraper. In addition to 
having adequate resources for a 
project of this magnitude, he knew 
that leaders of the region would 
be interested in this opportunity to 
position the area as being on the 
forefront of sustainability.

The Orchid Skyscraper will be 
published in a book of award win-
ners by eVolo and was recently 
recognized with an Award of 
Merit in the Conceptual/Unbuilt 
Category in the NOVA AIA 
Awards program.

International Design Competition takes Firm to New Heights

contributed by Little



A building’s roof (often called the fifth façade) requires careful 
design and consideration, especially if you are working on a proj-
ect attempting LEED® certification. A building’s roof assembly 
can contribute to several LEED® credits, including obviously the 
Heat Island Effect (Roof) credit in the Sustainable Sites category. 
To meet this credit though, the roofing material needs to meet 
minimum solar reflectance index (SRI) levels, which may limit 
the types of systems selected. A green roof is a design solution 
that carries many environmentally-friendly benefits, but cost or 
structural design can often prevent this strategy from inclusion. 
Designers can also consider a cool roof assembly. By definition a 
“cool roof” is one that has a high solar reflectance (the amount of 
energy reflected by the surface) as well as a high thermal emittance 
(the ability of a material to radiate heat energy away from itself 
after the energy has been absorbed). The minimum values for these 
properties vary based on the organization involved: ASHRAE 
considers a cool roof as one having a minimum SRI of .70 and a 
minimum emittance of .75, while the EPA only requires an SRI of 
.65.   

Light-colored and white built-up roofing systems are options 
that carry a high SRI, but if protection of the roofing membrane 
is required it can seriously cut the reflectance levels. A common, 
inexpensive way to protect the roofing assembly us to use ballast 
spread over the open space, but regular ballast will not meet the 
required SRI levels set forth in LEED®. Even white-coated ballast 
does meet the minimum SRI, carrying an average .65 reflectance. 
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GreenSpace : Changing the Definition of a Cool Roof
by Jon Penndorf, AIA, LEED AP
Dorsky Hodgson Parrish Yue

This leaves the designer with a narrower field of options, espe-
cially on flat and low-sloped roofs where the required SRI is much 
higher (a value of 78 over a value of 29 on steep-sloped roofs). 

This design challenge may get a little easier though, in the near 
future. In April 2008 Oak Ridge National Laboratory released 
findings from a study comparing ballasted membrane roofs to typi-
cal “cool roof” assemblies. The study included six test areas that 
varied from a simple black membrane roof to several sections of 
ballasted roof that varied by weight of the ballast. After 3 years of 
monitoring the conditions on these “roofs,” the Laboratory found 
that the ballasted roofing systems had similar performance to 
traditional cool roof systems, such as a white membrane. The bal-
lasted systems tested with a relatively low SRI level (around .22), 
but the benefit of the ballast was found in into thermal mass and 
emittance levels. The ability of the ballast to hold and radiate back 
heat delays the transfer of heat into a building, potentially reducing 
cooling loads. The study showed that the cooling loads were about 
the same for the ballasted and white membrane systems. The study 
also found that on clear days the heaviest ballasted assembly per-
formed about the same as an uncoated paver due to similar thermal 
mass, even though the SRI values differ for the two materials.

The study may have some effect on the standard for cool roofs in 
the future. ASHRAE is considering inclusion of ballasted systems 
into the next version of its 90.1 standard. Only time will tell if the 
LEED® requirements will also be revised.  

Sources: “Evaluating the Energy Performance of Ballasted Roof 
Systems,” Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 2008; USGBC LEED®-
NC v2.2



Stenwood Elementary School
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CLARK ♦ NEXSEN is a full-service architecture, engineer-
ing, interiors and master-planning design firm headquartered in 
Norfolk, Virginia with a staff of over 400 employees. We have a 
diversity of award winning architectural and engineering project 
types locally and internationally including Higher Education, 
Office Commercial, Mixed-Use, Healthcare, Hospitality, and 
Defense Department projects. Full-time employees are eligible for 
health and dental plans, 401k, paid vacation and sick leave, life 
insurance, short- and long-term disability, AFLAC, flexible spend-
ing accounts for healthcare and childcare, education reimburse-
ment, prepaid legal service, long-term care insurance, and direct 
deposit. We offer a friendly, professional atmosphere, a state-of-
the-art working environment, and a smoke-free workplace. We 
are an ENR Top 300 A/E design firm and have consistently been 
named one of the Top 10 Places to work by Inside Business. Ap-
ply online at www.clarknexsen.com.  (757) 455-5800. EOE/AAP

Project Architect (Washington DC Office)
A full-time position is available for a Project Architect within our 
expanding Washington, DC office. The ideal applicant will have 
10-15 years of experience that complement our robust portfolio of 
projects and can build upon these experiences to develop a success-
ful architectural presence in the Washington DC Metropolitan area.

Interior Design Studio Leader (Washington, DC Office)
A full-time position is available for an Interior Design Studio 
Leader within our expanding Washington, D.C. office. The ideal 
applicant will have 15+ years of experiences that complement our 
robust portfolio of projects and can build upon these experiences 
to develop a successful interiors presence in the Washington DC 
Metropolitan area.

On the Boards

Perkins Eastman Architects PC
Vienna, VA

Fairfax County Public School’s Stenwood 
Elementary School is located in Vienna, 
Virginia. The renovation and additions project 
will create a new circulation axis connecting 
the east side bus drop-off and visitor’s entrance 
to the west side kiss & ride student entrance. 
Three additions total 22,000 gsf and include 
a media center; pre-k, kindergarten, art and 
music classrooms; computer lab; and expanded 
administrative suite. Learning extends outdoors 
in the student courtyard, art patio and rain 
gardens, used for storm water management and 
as an educational tool.

Classified Ad

http://www.clarknexsen.com
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Awards and Exhibition is now available. Sponsored by the Amer-
ican Association of School Administrators (AASA), The Ameri-
can Institute of Architects (AIA) and the Council for Educational 
Facility Planners International (CEFPI), this program has been 
celebrating the importance of school architecture since 1949. You 
are invited to participate in the national exhibition, presentation, 
and juried award program, showcasing how well-designed school 
facilities promote student growth and achievement. Applications 
are due September 24, 2008; project portfolios are due October 
31, 2008. Winning projects will be displayed at the 60th annual 
Exhibition of School Architecture at the AASA National Confer-
ence on Education February 19-21, 2009 in San Francisco. For 
additional information, visit http://www.aasa.org/awards/archa-
ward2009.cfm.

The deadline for Sustainable Buildings Industry Council’s 
second annual Beyond Green High-Performance Building 
Awards Program is October 15th. The awards will be given in 
two categories: High-Performance Buildings and High-Perfor-
mance Initiatives. Entrants are challenged to demonstrate the 
successful application of the whole building approach and to 
show how they maintained the proper balance of design objec-
tives that make up a high-performance building.  Additional 
information and application materials are available at www.
sbicouncil.org.

New Members
David A. Belgin, AIA, The M Group, Inc.
Salvatore J. Benvenga, Assoc. AIA, Centex Homes
Christina M. Delgado, Assoc. AIA, SHW Group, LLP
Michele V. Ferri, AIA, Hughes Group Architects
Meagan W. Jancy, AIA, MTFA Architecture, Inc.
James A.P. Kimmett, Assoc. AIA, Hughes Group Architects
Lala-Rukh Wagar Matties, AIA, Cannon Design
Joseph S. Saville, AIA, Davis Carter Scott
Stephanie S. Tincher, Assoc. AIA, Rust | Orling Architecture
Hui May Yang, AIA, HDR, Inc.
Jun Zhang, AIA, Cannon Design

Reinstating Members
Wilbert L. Brinson, Assoc. AIA, AW&C Contracting, Inc.
Mark J. Comerford, AIA, Curtain Wall Design & Consulting, Inc.
Kristine B. Johnson, AIA, DMJM Design

Transfer Into Chapter
Najah M. Abdalla, AIA, M.N. Abdalla & Associates, from DC
Jennifer S. Cunningham, AIA, from Las Vegas

Upgrade to Architect
Benjamin H. Ames, AIA, Amestudio, Inc.
Douglas E. Brookbank, AIA, MulvannyG2 Architecture
Alexander R. Higbee, AIA, Shalom Baranes Associates, PC
Gary Wendell Lofdahl, AIA, Neumann Lewis Buchanan Architects
Leesa J. Mayfield, AIA, Carter + Burton Architecture, PLC
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Discounts Offered by the AIA Career Center - The Center 
saves you time and money by letting you post your employment 
opportunities directly to your audience, and now for a limited 
time, listings can be posted at a 10% discount. Begin your search 
today. Visit www.aia.org/careercenterfirms to get started. Use 
coupon code POSJUL when making your purchase. Offer good 
through September 30, 2008. The AIA Northern Virginia offers 
a local job board on our website at http://www.aianova.org/
prof_jobs.php. Chapter members are invited to post entries free of 
charge as a benefit of membership.

Do You Know SOLOSO? - Soloso is the AIA’s online knowl-
edge resource. Launched in 2007, Soloso is continuously evolv-
ing to meet the knowledge needs of AIA members. If you are not 
familiar with Soloso, sign in to soloso.aia.org today. Soloso main-
tains 68,000 downloadable images, 9,700 Sweets’ product list-
ings, AIA member forums, blogs, articles, research reports, tips, 
factsheets, and best practices. Perhaps the site’s greatest member 
value is the ability to create a profile. A profile is like a digital 
business card but even better. With a profile, you can download 
images, bookmark content, rate, review, and comment on content, 
and upload your own content. Soloso changes daily. AIA mem-
bers add content; the editorial content review board adds content; 
AIA staff members add content; and new sites, products, and 
images are updated automatically. To see what’s new, check the 
“Recently Added” section on the Soloso homepage.

NOMA 2008 – EVOLVE: Expanding Our Horizons – The DC 
Chapter of the National Organization of Minority Architects (DC-
NOMA) will host its 36th Annual International Conference and 
Exposition from October 2-4 at the Hyatt Regency Washington 
on Capitol Hill. Expanding Our Horizons relates to the concepts 
of expanding career options, growth and vitality of NOMA as an 
organization; as well as a variety of related architectural top-
ics. Marshall Purnell, FAIA, 2008 AIA President, is the keynote 
speaker. For additional information, visit www.noma.net.

Roanoke Urban Effect Design Competition challenges ap-
plicants to look beyond the traditional urban planning model to 
present innovative ideas that create a vision for a more vibrant 
and sustainable urban environment. Design professionals are 
challenged to create new environments that will transform the 
current urban landscape in three areas of Roanoke: the Roanoke 
City Market, The Crossing, and Reserve Avenue/Roanoke River. 
Organizers of the competition, a collective of young design 
professional passionate about the future vitality of Roanoke, hope 
to attract the skills and resources of designers and visionaries 
nationwide with the goal of inspiring the community to dialogue 
about opportunities for future growth and development within 
the city. Cash awards are offered. For more information on the 
competition, visit www.roanokeurbaneffect.org or contact Nicole 
Hall at (540) 857-3216.

The AIA Committee on Architecture for Education invites you 
to participate in the 60th Exhibition of School Architecture. The 
Call for Projects for the 2009 Shirley Cooper and Walter Taylor 

Professional Practice

Membership Update

http://www.aasa.org/awards/archaward2009.cfm
http://www.aasa.org/awards/archaward2009.cfm
http://www.sbicouncil.org
http://www.sbicouncil.org
http://www.aia.org/careercenterfirms
http://www.aianova.org/prof_jobs.php
http://www.aianova.org/prof_jobs.php
http://soloso.aia.org
http://www.noma.net
http://www.roanokeurbaneffect.org
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Hickok Cole Architects proudly announces 20 years of service. 
During this time, they have been responsible for over 60 million 
sf of corporate office buildings, multi-family housing and inte-
riors; 25 LEED® Accredited Professionals in the office; and six 
downtown office buildings going green. The firm has garnered 
many awards, including an AIA Northern Virginia Chapter 2008 
Design Award for Columbia Center.

PSA-Dewberry was recently recognized for its small business 
subcontracting accomplishments with a US Department of Jus-
tice Certificate of Achievement Award. They received the award 
as a prime contractor for the Federal Bureau of Prisons, recog-
nizing their utilization of small, minority, and women-owned 
businesses as subcontractors for a large portion of its projects.

Bonstra | Haresign Architects is pleased to announce the Parker 
Flats at Gage School was recognized in three local design awards 
programs: Award of Excellence for Historic Architecture by AIA 
Northern Virginia, Exceptional Residential Design Awards by 
Washingtonian Magazine/AIA DC, and Winner of Rehab/Reno-
vation/Reuse by the Washington Business Journal Best Real 
Estate Deals.

Ben Ames, AIA, with Amestudio, Inc. in Alexandria, was fea-
tured in the July 2008 edition of Modern Luxury. The illustrated 
article, which focuses on his recent projects in Arlington, can be 
viewed at http://www.modernluxury.com/digital.php?e=WASH.

FYI
The Lukmire Partnership, Architects has named Shaun 
Curran, AIA, as an Associate. Shaun has a bachelor’s degree 
in architecture from Rhode Island School of Design. Leroy T. 
Artis, who holds a bachelor’s degree in architecture from How-
ard University, has joined the Annapolis office of the firm as a 
project architect. 

DMJM Design has named Philip J. Antis, Sr., PE, SE as Prin-
cipal of structural engineering. Retaining his position as struc-
tural engineering department head, Philip is responsible for all 
technical aspects of the group’s work. He received his Bachelor 
of Science degree with honors in Civil Engineering from Oregon 
State University. 

Kishimoto.Gordon.Dalaya PC (KGD) congratulates Bun-
thit Eddy Rajtboriraks for obtaining his Architect License in 
Virginia and becoming a member of AIA. KGD also congratu-
lates Brian Earle and Kate Lafsky for receiving their LEED® 
AP certification. The firm welcomes Michael Barrett, AIA to 
the architectural design team as a Project Manager. Michael has 
a Masters in Architecture from the University of Idaho. KGD 
continues to expand by welcoming Eric Brown, Wynne Shafer, 
and Stephanie Westrick to the team.

Perkins Eastman is pleased to announce recent promotions in 
its Arlington office. Andrea Luccioni Shaw, AIA, LEED® AP 
and Jennifer Xu, PhD, AIA, LEED® AP were promoted to As-
sociate and Steven C. Yates was promoted to Senior Associate. 
Andrea is a graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Jennifer 
attended Virginia Tech and holds a Master of Architecture degree 
as well as a PhD in Environmental Design and Planning, and Ste-
ven, a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh where he received 
an MBA and of Kent State University where he received a Bache-
lor of Science in Architecture, is Director of Communications.

Cubellis is pleased to announce that Mark Drake, AIA, has 
joined the firm as Principal, Multi-Family Business Unit Leader. 
In this newly created position, he will add leadership to the Resi-
dential Practice Group and the Tysons Corner studio. Mark holds 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Architecture from Texas Tech University.

Cannon Design is pleased to announce that Michael Gala, AIA, 
LEED® AP, has joined the firm as a senior associate and senior 
designer/project architect. Michael holds a Master of Architec-
ture from the Catholic University of America and a Bachelor of 
Science in Architectural Studies from the University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana.

The Washington office of HSMM | AECOM announces the 
promotions of Tom J. Woods, AIA, and Eric P. Buck, PE, 
LEED® AP, to Principal. Assigned to the Buildings Division, 
Tom received a Bachelor of Architecture from Temple Universi-
ty. A project manager in the firm’s Civil/Environmental Division, 
Eric received his Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering 
technology from the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.

Bowie Gridley Architects (BGA) recently named Pete T. Blum, 
AIA and Leslie W. Louden, AIA, LEED® AP Associates of the 
firm in recognition of their talent and contributions to the firm’s 
work. Pete holds a Master of Architecture from the University of 

http://www.modernluxury.com/digital.php?e=WASH
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Calendar

September
19 Small Firm Roundtable
24 Strategies + Tactics for an Economic Downturn

October
7 About Architecture Series at the Lyceum
14 Board Meeting
16 Sustainable + Energy Efficient Bldg Envelope Workshop
22 Lunch Seminar : Vapor Barriers 
24 Concrete Masonry Hands-On Workshop
30 Annual Dinner and Honors Celebration
31 Deadline for Early Registration for ArchEx

November
8 Builders’ Ball
8-11 Academy on Architecture for Health Conference
10 Board Meeting
10 Firm Tour
12-14 Architecture Exchange East
14 Visions
19 Lunch Seminar : Find the Lost Dollars in Your Business
22 Board Retreat

December
8 Board Meeting
10 Lunch Seminar : Glass Coatings

Virginia and a Bachelor of Arts in Art History from Dartmouth 
College. Leslie received her Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
from the University of Virginia.  

The Lukmire Partnership has been chosen to design and manage 
the construction of the new Bioscience Education Center at Mont-
gomery College’s Germantown campus. The 130,000-square-foot 
facility will function as the College’s new academic center.

Cannon Design has completed design of a new NCAA Divi-
sion I basketball training and practice facility for Virginia Tech 
in Blacksburg. Now under construction, the building will be 
complete in time for the 2009 basketball season. In addition to 
Cannon Design, the associate architect on the project is Ballou 
Justice Upton Architects. Anderson & Associates is providing 
civil engineering, and the Whiting-Turner Contracting 
Company is serving as the construction manager.

WDG Architecture, as part of a team led by American Campus 
Communities, is currently designing a new 607-bed student 
village at the College of Staten Island in New York. The project 
will include the construction of three residential buildings total-
ing approximately 167,000 square feet. The buildings are being 
designed to LEED®-Silver certification standards.

HSMM | AECOM designed the recently completed hangars that 
support HMX-1, the sole helicopter transport squadron for the Pres-
ident of the United States. The Department of the Navy awarded a 
contract to the design-build team of HSMM | AECOM and Clark 
Design/Build, LLC to design and construct the two aircraft mainte-
nance hangars at the Marine Corps Air Facility in Quantico.

TW Perry, a national leader in the lumber and building materi-
als industry, is redefining the role of a traditional lumber yard 
with the launch of a new Green Building Program. The program 
includes an expanded product line, certified training for employ-
ees and an interactive website designed for builders, their clients 
and homeowners. 

The Project Management Institute of Delaware Valley has 
awarded its prestigious Project of the Year honor to O’Donnell 
& Naccarato, a consulting structural engineering firm, form 
the Chester County New Justice Center in West Chester, PA. 
The annual Project of the Year award recognizes an outstanding 
project and project team for superior performance and execution 
of exemplary project management.



The American Institute of Architects
Northern Virginia Chapter
205 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9747
aianova@aianova.org
www.aianova.org

PERIODICAL
POSTAGE
PAID AT

ALEXANDRIA, VA
PE17952

Chapter Sponsors

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:
AIA Northern Virginia News
205 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Platinum
Horizon Builders
Mosaic Express Printing
Potomac Valley Brick and Supply Company
Turner Construction Company
The Whitlock Group
 
Gold
Wisnewski Blair & Associates, Ltd.
 
Silver
O’Donnell & Naccarato
BeeryRio Architecture + Interiors
DBI Architects, Inc.
LeMay Erickson Willcox Architects
Marvin Window/LightStyles Ltd.
Milestone Construction Services, Inc.
Triad Engineering, Inc.
TW Perry
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
 
Bronze
Aerotek
Ames & Gough
Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.
CBIZ, Inc.
DMJM Design
Floortec Sales, Inc.
Geier Brown Renfrow Architects
Dorothy S. Goodman
Grimm + Parker Architects
HSMM
K3 Construction Group
C.M. Kling & Associates, Inc.
McMullan & Associates, Inc.
Precision Doors & Hardware, Inc.
PSA - Dewberry
Setty & Associates
Swirnow Building Systems


