AIA Northern Virginia News

Volume LVII, Issue 3

May / June 2018

Design Awards at Reston Station on June 14

In This Issue
President’s Letter - Strategic Planning............. 2
Continuing Education...............................................3
Design Awards........................................................... 4
Golf Tournament...................................................... 4
Canstruction.............................................................. 4
Committee Spotlight...............................................6
WIA Lunches...............................................................6
YAF Events...................................................................7
Alexandria Contemporary Symposium............. 8
AIA Virginia & Fairfax County Honors.................9
In Memoriam.............................................................10
Blueprint for Better................................................ 13
Micro-Hotelling for the Gig Economy................14
On the Boards - SmithGroupJJR........................ 17
Membership Update............................................... 18
Professional Practice.............................................. 19
FYI...............................................................................20
Calendar..................................................................... 21
þ Visit www.aianova.org for news + updates

Image courtesy Comstock

Our 2018 Design Awards celebration will take place at the new Reston Station office
building designed by renowned architect Helmut Jahn, FAIA, principal at JAHN,
based in Chicago. Built as the signature structure of the Reston Station development,
this 365,000 square foot, 16-story, LEED® Silver, tower is a recognizable silhouette in
the Dulles corridor.
Building amenities include light-filled office space, a conference center, full service
business center, art-filled lobby, a restaurant, a fitness center, outdoor gardens and a
rooftop patio with amazing views.
continues on page 4

Dulles Airport to Host Our 15th Annual
Mulligan’s Island
Golf Tournament July 23 Canstruction Competition
For our 9th annual golf outing, we are happy
to team with the Society for Marketing
Professional Services – Washington, DC
(SMPS DC) to bring you 18 holes of
summer golf, boxed lunches, a barbecue
buffet, great prizes, and an exciting
opportunity to network with local AEC
professionals!

With Reagan National Airport undergoing major construction, Dulles has generously
offered to host this year’s Canstruction® competition.

More than just a three-hour tour on The
Minnow, the 18 holes of golf and subsequent
barbecue buffet reception will provide
members and colleagues a chance to strut

Organized by AIA Northern Virginia and AFAC, our 15th annual Canstruction
competition celebrates the commitment that local architects have made to support their
community and have fun while doing so. Most importantly, hundreds of families will
benefit. During the last 14 years we have donated hundreds of thousands of cans to

continues on page 4

continues on page 4

On a typical day, more than 60,000 passengers pass through Dulles, making this is an
ideal location to draw attention to supporting our neighbors and showcasing the design
talents of local architects. The Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC), a non-profit
organization providing supplemental groceries to families in need, is counting on us
and we are counting on you to help.
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Strategic Planning
This year, we are developing a
new strategic plan for our chapter.
Informed by our recent member survey, we are in the process of
developing a strategic plan to realize our mission statement over
the next five years. Developing a workable plan to empower and
inspire our members to create a better built environment requires
a clear understanding of where we are and where we should be
going.
The task is especially relevant this year as other organizations are
defining their priorities through strategic planning documents.
FEMA has recently eliminated references to climate change from
its strategic plan for the next four years. The document outlines
FEMA’s plans for building preparedness, noting that disaster
costs are expected to continue to increase due to natural hazard
risks. The document does not indicate what could be causing
the “rising natural hazard risk,” or what future conditions would
require the “increased investments in pre-disaster mitigation.”
Without this clear understanding of the source of a rising
problem, finding a viable solution is a flawed process.
Promoting our profession through advocacy and public
awareness, is crucial to establishing our leadership role in the
built environment. As the complexity of designing and building
increases, architects continue to be regarded as a valued asset
to navigate the construction process. Providing resources to
enhance our professional development enables us to deliver the
skilled services required to face our changing natural and social
environments.
Our committees form the foundation of our strategic plan. As
they continue to find opportunities to collaborate with each
other, they are reaching out to other organizations for partnership
opportunities. Essential to each committee is a commitment to
encourage professional growth and education and to provide
opportunities to strengthen our network of communication with
each other and our partners.
The proposed strategic plan will be a living document, reviewed
and amended if necessary on an annual basis. A draft graphic of
the plan will be sent for comment this summer. The strength of
our organization is our commitment to this shared mission and
our willingness to engage and participate in our chapter.
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Continuing Education Opportunities

Committee Chairs
Architecture Lab
Elma Hajric Willcoxon, Assoc. AIA

Two Upcoming CRAN Events
Backdoor Revolution: Accessory Dwelling Units – 1 HSW LU
June 19, 6:30-8:30p

Speaker Kol Peterson, a leading voice on accessory dwelling unit (ADU) development, will discuss how this unique form of grassroots housing is typically developed by amateur homeowner
developers rather than professional developers, which presents special challenges and opportunities. Kol will discuss the full ADU development process, covering costs, financing, design,
the development process, zoning barriers, and regulatory loopholes. At Smith Public Trust in
Washington, DC. Registration required:
www.aiadc.com/event/backdoor-revolution-accessory-dwelling-units

Architecture Week
Joseph B. McCoy, AIA
Communications
Anh Tran, Assoc. AIA
Community Service / Canstruction
Lisa Lettieri, AIA
Jay Scruggs, AIA
Continuing Education
Vacant

Lighting Control Illuminated – 1 HSW LU

CRAN
Francisca Alonso, Assoc. AIA

Join the Capital Area CRAN and Casaplex for an overview of lighting control terminology,
and the benefits and solutions of lighting control, presented in simple, easy to understand
language. Sophisticated lighting control has become a standard in both residential construction
and existing retrofits. Clients enjoy the benefits of improved lighting and have come to expect
a higher standard of control in their environment. At the District Architecture Center in
Washington, DC. Registration required:
www.aiadc.com/LightingControlIlluminated

Design Awards
Manoj Dalaya, AIA
J. Paul Lewis, AIA

July 11, 12:30-1:30p

The Capital Area CRAN (Custom Residential Architects Network, an AIA Knowledge Community), is a tri-chapter committee founded jointly by AIA DC, AIA Northern Virginia and AIA
Potomac Valley.

DesignDC 2018
October 2-4

This year’s DesignDC conference theme
is Constructing an Equitable Future. The
conference will analyze the role of architects,
interior designers, engineers, contractors,
planners, landscape architects, and developers in
creating working, playing, and living spaces open to all regardless of ability, income-level, or
age.
www.aiadc.com/designdc2018

Architecture Exchange East
November 7-9

The theme for this year’s Architecture Exchange
East is Tension. Over the course of the
conference, participants will take a closer look at
balance and compromise in architecture. Tension
exists both within and without, from the physical
tension that empowers buildings to stand to the tension between creative vision and practical
restrictions.
www.aiava.org/prof_dev_news/2018-archex-theme
AIA Northern Virginia News

Committee on the Environment
Vacant
Fellows
Kathryn T. Prigmore, FAIA
Golf Tournament
Bill Conkey, AIA
Historic Resources
John A. Burns, FAIA
Honors & Nominations
Karen M. Conkey, AIA
Legislative/Government Affairs
Sean E. Reilly, AIA
Schools Connections
Maury Saunders, AIA
Small Firms
Dave Chan, AIA
Stephen Kulinski, AIA
Women in Architecture
Rebecca Menzy, AIA
April Drake, AIA
Young Architects Forum
Simone Saidel, Assoc. AIA
Toni Lem, Associate AIA
Braden L. Field, AIA
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Design Awards (Cont.)

continued from page 1

Canstruction (Cont.)

continued from page 1

Located adjacent to the Metro, Reston Station is a new mixeduse, transit-oriented complex, developed by Comstock Partners,
designed to include three office towers, a transit center, housing,
retail, a hotel and restaurants.

help feed our neighbors. In 2017 we donated 23,000+ cans and
over $42,000 in cash to AFAC, the 2nd highest cash donation
among all International competitions, over 150, second only to
Hong Kong.

Reston Station is located at 1900 Reston Metro Plaza, just off the
Dulles Toll Road at the Wiehle Avenue exit. Guests can park in
the building’s parking garage. The site is also Metro accessible
via the Wiehle-Reston East Station.

Build-out night is Friday, October 26 and our structures are
on display until de-Canstruction on Sunday, November 4. Be
creative, inspire teamwork, help your community and have fun!

Join us for this celebration of design! Tickets and additional
information are available here:
www.aianova.org/DA18

Golf Tournament (Cont.)

continued from page 1

Entering teams can be made up of architects with designers,
engineers, contractors or students. At least one member of each
team must be a member of AIA Northern Virginia. Firms are
welcome to enter jointly. Student teams may participate, but must
be mentored by an AIA Northern Virginia member. We are happy
to help match firms and companies to form a joint team and to
help find an architect to work with students.
Our creations are imaginative, entertaining, structurally intriguing
and award-winning!
Last year in the International Competition, MTFA Architecture’s
Put the FREEZE on Hunger! took 4th place in Best Use of
Labels and HGA Architects and Engineers took 4th place in the
International People’s Choice Award for Let’s Quack Down on
Hunger.
During our 14 years of participation, our teams have earned the
top International Award for Jurors’ Favorite TWICE, competing
with over 1,200 structures from cities worldwide. MTFA
Architecture took top prize in the 2015 competition and Samaha
Associates won the award in 2010.
Is this your year to win? With Canstruction, you win whether you
get a trophy or not because just by participating, you help to feed
those in need.
Please consider forming a team this year. Just complete the team
registration form and send it to
aianova@aianova.org
Learn more at
www.aianova.org/canstruction.php

their stuff on the links with shots at a whole boatload of exciting
prizes! Show your tropical summer spirit and sport your best
Gilligan’s Island themed costume for a chance at a special prize
during the reception.
This tournament is for both novices and experienced players.
Register as a single player or a foursome. Tickets are also
available for just the evening reception.
Proceeds from the tournament support AIA Northern Virginia
scholarships for local architecture students and ARE candidates.
Join us July 23 at the Mount Vernon Country Club in Alexandria.
www.aianova.org/golf.php
4

Canstruction® is a national charity of the design and construction
industry under the auspices of the Society for Design Administration.
For additional information and to see sample structures, visit the
Canstruction website.

www.canstruction.org
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CANSTRUCTION®
DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
October 26 - November 4, 2018
Register Your Team Today!
15th ANNUAL AIA NORTHERN VIRGINIA CANSTRUCTION EVENT
BENEFITTING THE ARLINGTON FOOD ASSISTANCE CENTER
Help feed our neighbors in need!
WHO
Entering teams can be made up of architects with designers,
engineers, contractors or students. At least one member of each
team must be a member of the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter.
Student teams must be mentored by an AIA architect member.
Firms may enter jointly.

WHAT
Design and build structures made entirely
from canned foods within a 10’x10’x10’
space.

WHEN + WHERE
October 26 - November 4, 2018
At Dulles International Airport
HOW
Complete and return this form with a $100 entry fee ($25 for
student teams) to AIA Northern Virginia, 1101 Duke Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314.
Firm:
HGA Architects and Engineers won Best Original
Design & People’s Choice last year with Let’s Quack
Down on Hunger. Over 23,000 pounds of food and
$42,326 in funds were donated to the Arlington Food
Assistance Center (AFAC) from our 2017 competition.

Team Captain:
Email:

Photograph © Tina Falkenbury

Office Phone:
Mobile:
Visit our website at www.aianova.org/canstruction.php
www.canstruction.org
AIA Northern Virginia News
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Committee Spotlight
Did you know that AIA Northern Virginia has 17 chapter
committees? It is through these committees that chapter activities
and events are planned and organized. Committee members are
chapter members who volunteer to serve on a committee, or
multiple committees.
This new feature will share information about each committee
and introduce you to the committee chairs. Please consider which
committees interest you and reach out to the chairs to participate.
GOLF COMMITTEE
Chair – Bill Conkey, AIA
bconkey00@gmail.com
To state the obvious, the Golf Committee plans and runs the
chapter’s annual golf tournament, which promotes fellowship
among chapter members, allied professionals and clients. The
tournament also raises funds to support our chapter’s college
scholarship program and ARE scholarship fund. As you see in
this newsletter, our 2018 Golf Tournament is fast approaching
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on July 23. It’s not too late to volunteer to help with this year’s
tournament. No golf experience is necessary. Wouldn’t you rather
spend a July day outside than in your office? Bill is ready to make
that happen.
SMALL FIRMS COMMITTEE
Chairs – Dave Chan, AIA and Steve Kulinski, AIA
dchan@adcs.co + steve@kulinskigroup.com
The Small Firms Committee was established to encourage
fellowship and dialogue among our small firm practitioners. The
committee generally meets monthly to share ideas and discuss
issues of importance to those practicing in small firms. Some
meetings are open conversations while others present programs
addressing topics of interest, like professional liability insurance,
farmhouse styling, and accessible restrooms – all actual topics
presented in the last few months. So if you are interested in
joining the committee to plan events, to suggest a topic or
presenter, or to be added to the Small Firms email list, please
contact Dave or Steve.

AIA Northern Virginia News

Young Architects Forum - Upcoming Events
June 23 – ARE Exam Series: Construction and Evaluation
10:00a-3:00p

June 30 – Wine & Design
11:00a-3:00p
Spend a Saturday touring a pair or architecturally appealing
wineries in Middleburg with the Young Architects Forum.

This is our last ARE session of 2018! Construction and
Evaluation focuses on objectives related to construction contract
administration and post-occupancy evaluation of projects,
including issues related to bidding and negotiation, construction
support services, payment processing, and project closeout. The
session will be held at AECOM in Arlington and offers 5 HSW
LUs. Registration is available at
www.aianova.org/are.php
June 27 – Construction Tour - Inova Schar Cancer Institute
6:00-7:30p
Designed by Wilmot Sanz and housed on the former Exxon
Mobil campus, this 117 acre site in Fairfax is being transformed
into a world-class destination for cancer care and research. With
five active construction projects, there is a mix of renovation
and new construction, all slated to open in April 2019. This tour
is organized by YAF and hosted by Clark Construction. More
information is available at
www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1735

Boxwood Winery – Designed by Jacobsen Architecture, the
buildings are organized following the manner in which wine is
produced. All of the processes surround a central tasting area and
where visitors can taste the product and still be able to see how
it is produced. The winery won a 2007 AIA Northern Virginia
Design Award.

July 26 – Young Architects Forum Happy Hour
6:30-8:00p
Join YAF for a Happy Hour at Lake Anne Brew House in Reston.
YAF plans casual social gatherings like this at least once a month.
It’s a great way to meet other local professionals. Allied professionals in related fields, such as engineering, landscape architecture, interior design, etc., are encouraged to attend.
www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1734

Greenhill Winery & Vineyards – Designed by O’Neil
Architects, the winery features a new production facility with
a center barrel room flanked by the red wine fermentation bay
and the bottling and case storage bay, and tasting room. The new
building triples the production capacity of the winery.
Details are available at
www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1736

Hiring or Looking for a Job?

The AIA Northern Virginia’s Online Job Board can help.
Chapter members can easily post job opportunities free of
charge. And those looking for a job should regularly check
the postings. Just visit the job board to get started:
www.aianova.org/jobs.php
The Chapter also maintains a digital resume library. If you
wish to include your resume, please send a PDF to

aianova@aianova.org

If you are hiring and would like to request the resumes we
have in our library, just let us know at nd we’ll email you the
resumes we have for the level of experience you need.
Another source for both employers and job-seekers is the
National AIA Career Center:
careercenter.aia.org

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Alexandria Contemporary Architecture Symposium
June 8-9
The City of Alexandria will host a free, Contemporary Architecture
Symposium on Friday and Saturday, June 8-9 at the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office (PTO), 600 Dulany Street in Carlyle. The
symposium will promote public discussion about architecture and
design in Alexandria and explore how the development process can
identify and foster beautiful, timeless and compatible contemporary
design for large new development projects in a city with 270 years
of evolving architectural heritage.
The event Friday evening begins at 6:00p with a reception and
tours of Dulany Gardens and a display of AIA NOVA design award
winners. A keynote panel discussion on Friday, will be moderated
by Washington Post columnist Roger K. Lewis, FAIA, and will
include Shalom Baranas, FAIA, developer Austin Flajser of the Carr
Companies and AIA NOVA President Theresa del Ninno, AIA.
On Saturday at 8:30a, the community is invited to a continental
breakfast before boarding buses at PTO for guided tours of three case study sites in Alexandria to discuss what was successful about
these projects and suggest areas of potential improvement on future projects.
Registration for Friday evening is not required, but is strongly encouraged. Registration for the Saturday bus tours is limited and will
be available on a first-come, first-served basis. 2.5 AIA HSW LUs are available for Friday’s panel and 3 HSW LUs for Saturday’s tour.
Details and registration are available here:
www.alexandriava.gov/planning/info/default.aspx?id=103002
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2018 AIA Virginia Honors
Due July 13

2018 AIA Virginia Awards for Excellence
Due June 4

Nominations are now open for AIA Virginia’s honors program,
which recognizes the best efforts of Virginians who, by profession
or avocation, have made creating, preserving, and enhancing
Virginia’s communities an important life commitment.

AIA Virginia’s Awards for Excellence in Architecture recognize
outstanding design, built and unbuilt, from the past eight years.
Also known as the Design Awards, the program is juried by a
team of esteemed practitioners. No specific number of awards is
set, and the program is open to all categories of building as well
as interiors projects. All entries must be the work of architects
who have an office in Virginia or are members of AIA Virginia.

Award Categories:
The William C. Noland Medal, as the highest award bestowed
on a member architect, is intended to honor a distinguished body
of accomplishments, sustained over time, that spans a broad
spectrum of the profession and that transcends the scope of
normal professional activities.
The Architecture Medal for Virginia Service is AIA Virginia’s
most prestigious public award, honoring an individual or
organization that has made an unusually significant contribution
to Virginia’s built environment or to the public’s understanding
and awareness of the built environment.
The T. David Fitz-Gibbon Virginia Architecture Firm Award, as
the highest honor bestowed by AIA Virginia to a Virginia-based
architecture firm, recognizes a firm that has consistently produced
distinguished architecture for at least ten years.
The Virginia Emerging Professional Award is intended to
recognize the accomplishments of emerging leaders in Virginia
for their contributions to the profession in one or more of the
following categories: design, research, education, or discourse;
service to the profession; mentorship; or service to the
community.
The Award for Distinguished Achievement signals distinguished
achievement by an architect in any one of the following
categories: design, practice, education, service as “citizen
architect,” and service to the profession; and thus may serve as an
accolade for the work of an entire career or recognize the current
accomplishments of a younger leader.
Honorary Membership is bestowed upon a person of esteemed
character who is not eligible for membership in the AIA Virginia
but who has rendered distinguished and exemplary service, over a
sustained period of time, to architecture and the built environment
within the domain of AIA Virginia.

There are five categories in the Awards for Excellence:
Architecture, Historic Preservation, Interior Design, Contextual
Design, and Residential Design.
Awards certificates are presented at Architecture Exchange
East, and winning projects are honored during the Visions for
Architecture gala and serve as the subject of an annual exhibition
at The Branch Museum of Architecture and Design.
Built works submitted for consideration must have been
completed after January 1, 2010. Entries are due by 5:00p on
June 14. Complete regulations, eligibility requirements, and
frequently asked questions are available here:
www.aiava.org/honorsawards/awards-for-excellence

Fairfax County James M. Scott
Exceptional Design Awards Due June 15
Fairfax County is pleased to report that the James M. Scott
Exceptional Design Awards (formerly the Fairfax County
Exceptional Design Awards) is now accepting entries.
Submissions will be accepted through 5:00p on June 15, 2018.
The program, celebrating its 34th anniversary, is sponsored
by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and administered
by the Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning,
in cooperation with the county’s Architectural Review Board
and the Northern Virginia Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects.

Nominations for AIA Virginia honors may be made by individual
members, by chapter honors committees, by AIA VA committees,
or by the AIA VA Board of Directors.

The awards, judged by a jury, include honor awards, merit awards
and honorable mentions. Nominations can be submitted in many
categories including but not limited to residential, commercial,
industrial, institutional, historical and interiors. All entries should
exemplify a superior work of architecture; incorporate total site
design and landscaping; take into account the context of the work
in relationship to its surroundings; or apply energy and water
conservation and other green building practices.

Nominations are due July 13, by 5:00p, and should be submitted
as one PDF document up to 20 pages (not including letters of
support) and no larger than 30 MB.

• Submissions will be accepted electronically or by compact disc.
• Submission will be limited to 6 Megabytes.
• Entries may be made in all applicable categories.

Learn more:
www.aiava.org/membership_news/call-for-nominationshonors-awards-2

Visit the awards website for details regarding submission
requirements.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-zoning/exceptional-designawards

AIA Northern Virginia News
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In Memoriam
Remembrances shared by Paul H. Barkley, FAIA
Harold L. Pierce
Harold, a Charter Member of
AIA Northern Virginia, died
on May 8, at the age of 87.
He was born October 5,
1930 in Gaffney, Virginia.
The family later moved to
Newport News, Virginia,
where he attended high
school He was drafted into
the U.S. Army and was
eventually assigned duties at
a U.S. Army Base on the coast of France. It was at the Atlantic
Ocean beach town of Lacanau that he met Janine Sarraute, fell in
love and married her. Harold and Janine would return to the U.S.
on a troop ship, she pregnant with their first child. They settled
with his family in Warwick, Virginia, where he obtained his GED
and enrolled at the College of William & Mary. He transferred
to the University of Virginia to study architecture, receiving his
Bachelor of Architecture degree in 1960.
After graduation, Harold moved his family to Falls Church,
deciding that this area would be ideal for raising a family. He
found employment with the U.S. Corps of Engineers office in
Arlington. In 1964, with University of Virginia classmate Paul
H. Barkley, he formed Barkley Pierce Associates, a partnership
providing building design services from their homes. They
opened their first office in Falls Church on January 1, 1965
throwing a party for family, friends and college classmates and a
few potential clients.
Harold served both his profession and community. As a member
of The American Institute of Architects (AIA), he was a director
and officer of the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter serving
as president in 1977. In the City of Falls Church, he was a
member of the city’s Selective Service Board (1982), School
Board (1979-1982), Housing and Zoning Appeals Board (19751979), Economic Development Commission (1969-1973) and
Architectural Advisory Board (1966-1969). He was also a
member and past director of the Greater Falls Church Chamber of
Commerce, and director of the Falls Church Child Development
Center.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be made
to the University of Virginia School of Architecture Foundation,
Campbell Hall, PO Box 400112, Charlottesville, VA 22903-4122,
or a charity of your choice in his memory.
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Charles William Steger Jr., FAIA
Virginia Tech President Emeritus Charles William Steger Jr., who
led Virginia Tech through a period of unprecedented growth and
historic transformation into one of the nation’s leading research
universities, died May 6, at his home in Blacksburg, Virginia. He
was 70.
Serving as the university’s 15th president from 2000 to 2014,
Steger was entirely committed to the institution where he
received three degrees and spent nearly all of his more than 40year professional career. He is regarded as one of Virginia Tech’s
most influential presidents in its 146-year history, having led the
institution amid drastic reductions in state funding for public
higher education and the unimaginable tragedy of April 16, 2007.
As dean of the College of Architecture and Urban Studies
from 1981 to 1993, a post he assumed at the age of 33, Steger
pushed the university to establish its first overseas campus, in
Riva San Vitale, Switzerland. In recognition of his essential
role in its creation, the facility was named the Steger Center for
International Scholarship in 2014.
A Fellow in the American Institute of Architects, Steger earned
three Virginia Tech degrees: a bachelor’s degree in 1970 and
a master’s degree in 1971, both in architecture; and a Ph.D.
in environmental sciences and engineering in 1978. He left a
private-sector career in 1976 to pursue his passion for teaching at
Virginia Tech.
For those who would like to honor the memory of Charles Steger,
in lieu of flowers, please consider contributions to the Virginia
Tech Steger Center for International Scholarship at Riva San
Vitale and the Olivio Ferrari Foundation, the Charles W. Steger
Endowed Scholarship, the Steger Poetry Prize, or the Boys &
Girls Club in Scottsville, Virginia. For more information on
giving to the Boys & Girls Club, please contact the James River
Club at P.O. Box 707, Charlottesville, VA 22902, 434-286-8801,
jsimpson@bgclubcva.org.
Read the full article at:
https://vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2018/05/steger-memoriam.html.
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Blueprint for better materials
equity
energy
health
equity
resilience
diversity
inclusion
cities.

Blueprint for Better isn’t just a theme,
it’s an ethos. At A’18, some of the most
creative architects and designers will
share how they’re creating their own
blueprint to make a difference in cities
all over the world. Don’t miss it.

Blueprint for Better London | City Hall | Foster + Partners

Register now!
conferenceonarchitecture.com
CON18_133552_PrintAd_3_MAR_ArchMag_9x10.875_6.5_update_for_chapters.indd 1

6/5/18 3:44 PM
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Show Us Your Work!

Architecture Firm Billings Strengthen in April

We are looking for projects to publish in this newsletter and
BLAST. We offer three features to showcase our members’ work:

AIA reports that architecture firm billings rose for the seventh
consecutive month, with the pace of growth in April increasing
modestly from March.

On the Boards -- Each issue of AIA Northern Virginia News
features a project currently “on the boards” being designed by
Chapter members. These can include theoretical, conceptual
and unbuilt projects or projects currently in the planning or
design phase. Submissions should include a project description
of 150-250 words and at least four images at print resolution.
Other information to include is the project name, location and
photographer credit, where needed.
Featured Projects -- Each issue of BLAST features a recently
completed project designed by a Chapter member. Submissions
should include a project description of 150-250 words and twofour images. Other information to include is the project name,
location and photographer credit. You may also include a link if
your website has more information on the project.
Sketches -- Sketches is a feature in AIA Northern Virginia News
showcasing the artistic talents of our members. Please send high
resolution copies of one to five sketches with brief captions and
information on how we should credit you, the artist.
We will generally publish work on a first-come, first-served basis.
Photos and images may be resized or cropped to fit the formatting
and it may be necessary to edit the description. To submit for any
of these features, just email all material to
aianova@aianova.org
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Overall, the AIA’s Architecture Billings Index (ABI) score for
April was 52.0 (any score over 50 is billings growth), which
indicates the business environment continues to be healthy for
architecture firms despite continued labor shortages, growing
inflation in building materials costs and rising interest rates.
The ABI also revealed that business conditions remained strong
at firms located in the West, while billings softened slightly at
Midwest firms.
Key April ABI highlights:
• Regional averages: West (55.1), Midwest (49.6), South (51.8),
Northeast (50.3)
• Sector index breakdown: multi-family residential (50.7),
institutional (52.0), commercial/industrial (52.7), mixed practice
(50.6)
• Project inquiries index: 56.7
• Design contracts index: 50.1
May ABI data will be released on Wednesday, June 20.
The Architecture Billings Index is looking for firm leaders to join
their panel and contribute to the ABI data. Join the panel:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/WotBJOIN

AIA Northern Virginia News

Get involved! There are many ways to engage and maximize the
impact of the campaign this year:

AIA Member Benefits
(that you might not know about)

AIA Public Awareness Campaign: Blueprint for Better
To be an architect is to create a Blueprint for Better. Working
with our communities, we build better structures and spaces to
serve our clients and the public. And architects are creating a
blueprint for a better world, using built solutions to combat issues
like climate change and homelessness. Creating a Blueprint for
Better is more than a profession, it’s what architects are called to
do.
www.aia.org/pages/89901-aia-public-awareness-campaign2018-blueprint
In recent years, the AIA has conducted research with both
architects and the public. The research showed there is
tremendous respect for the profession of architecture, but the
public isn’t always aware of what architects do or how their work
affects society. The truth is, in partnership with their clients and
communities, architects plant the seeds that blossom into stronger
communities. That’s a story we want to tell.
This year’s campaign, Blueprint for Better, brings to life the
role of architects as thought and action leaders in improving our
cities, towns and neighborhoods. One of the AIA’s main goals
is connecting with civic leaders and elected officials. We want
architects to have a key seat at the table when important civic
decisions are made.

• Read and share inspiring Blueprint for Better stories and sign up
for updates
www.blueprintforbetter.org
• Use the hashtag #blueprintforbetter to join the conversation and
promote the good work of architects
• Read The Architect’s Voice (AIA’s Message Book), which helps
explain the work of architects to the public
https://network.aia.org/cran/viewdocument/aia-messagebookhow-to-talk-about
• Or, take the training course on AIAU
www.aiau.aia.org/courses/how-talk-about-architecture-yourclients-and-public
• Be a part of the change at A’18. The Conference on Architecture
in New York City expands on Blueprint for Better and how
architects can lead positive change in their communities.
www.conferenceonarchitecture.com
• Download the Blueprint for Better campaign one-pager to share
this information with fellow members and colleagues
http://aiad8.prod.acquia-sites.com/sites/default/files/2018-05/
Blueprint_for_better.pdf

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Micro-Hoteling in the New Hospitality Era
by Anita Sircar, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia Guest Columnist
In this era of Airbnb rentals – and in a market where hotel room
rates are too expensive when even desired by the millennial
traveler – a new hotel concept has been introduced in DC’s Penn
Quarter neighborhood. With a high occupancy rate of about
80% since April 2017, POD DC has seemed to discover what
millennial travelers want and what they are willing to pay.
POD DC offers hotel accommodations that are approximately
20% less than the average hotel room in a city where room rates
start at $200 and up. Rates at the POD DC are approximately
20% less than the average hotel room rates in the City. Rooms
are 150 SF rather than the typical 325-400 SF average American
hotel room to maximize efficiency. This smaller room concept
is reliant upon compelling amenity offerings, capitalizing on the
trend of travelers who want to spend the majority of their time
out of the room and in social settings in onsite amenities. For
POD DC, these amenities include a Crimson Diner and Whiskey
Bar, a Whiskey Lounge and a Rooftop Bar .
An innovative and unique hotel concept, POD DC is the first
new construction of its kind in the DC market and the first POD
flag outside of New York City. The POD Hotel currently sits on
a site too small for a developer to consider for an office building

or a new residential complex project. If not for the vision of hotel
developer and owner of Modus Hotels, a subsidiary of Cafritz
Interests, looking to expand a hospitality concept that had already
experienced success in New York City, the site would have sat
for much longer, and become a lost opportunity. Therefore it
was in the interest of the City and the Chinatown neighborhood
association to rally for the success and launch of this project for
its socio-economic impact to the area and increased tax base.
Designed by Davis, Carter, Scott Ltd, the project earned a NAIOP
DC|MD Award of Merit for Best Hospitality project. (continues)

Photography © Pixel Lab
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Penthouse bar allowing for spectacular views of area landmarks.
Skylights at the courtyard setbacks on the 2nd floor allow for the
introduction of natural light to enhance the first-floor space.
Despite the compact size, the 150-square foot rooms are packed
with features that maximize the space and engage today’s
travellers. Among those highlights are innovative clothing storage
options, such as hooks, under-bed luggage storage, and open
shelving. A sliding bathroom door extends to separate the entry
vestibule, creating a dressing room space. The bathroom features
rain showerheads and sleek terrazzo floors complemented by ecofriendly bath products. Built-in ambient lighting and a desk that
doubles as a nightstand are also features.
Logistics of excavation were a significant challenge. Construction
was accomplished from the alley, (H Street was off-limits per
DDOT rules). Material and equipment deliveries were scheduled
hourly so as not to disrupt project flow. Minimized construction
noise whenever possible to the satisfaction of the neighboring
businesses and residents. Recycling of building materials reduced
the waste stream to landfills. The project team worked closely
with the Chinatown Neighborhood Association to negotiate
through the construction noise and minor disruptions, especially
in the 20-foot back alley where the project was mostly staged.
Coordinating the structure around an excavation support system,
using secant piles and cross wales to resist the soil forces,
was probably the most complex engineering challenge for this
building.

However, the story to tell is in the excitement of seeing a new
hospitality concept being developed in DC where the value of
real estate has increased significantly; where visiting DC with
its history and its many entertainment options, especially within
walking distance of Chinatown, can be cost prohibitive. The
site (60’ x 132’) is less than 8,000 SF and is located between
two existing buildings with a 20’ alley to the north. As setback
requirements for a project of this size would lose usable space,
a variance was requested and granted, allowing double loaded
corridor enhancing the building’s efficiency. Since the
rooftop bar and lounge is a key to the hotel’s program,
the project team took advantage of the recent changes to
the City’s Penthouse regulations to incorporate a fully
functional bar/lounge on the Penthouse level.

In a city teeming with construction projects, The POD DC
Hotel delivered within 20 months, including separate site plan
approvals from DCRA, DC Historic Preservation and the
Chinatown Design Review Board. After the success of POD’s
Washington endeavor, Modus Hotel is teaming once again with
DCS to develop a micro-hotel in City Center Philadelphia.
All millennials welcome and us hip, older folks as well.
Anita Sircar, AIA, LEED BD+C is a Project Director at Davis, Carter, Scott, Ltd
who has directly overseen a range of hospitality projects. She can be reached via
asircar@dcsdesign.com.

Ensuring the exterior facade complied with Chinatown
Design Review Guidelines was essential to the project’s
approval. Elements incorporated into the facade
design included a bracketed cornice based on Chinese
precedent, concentration of Chinese design elements
at the street level, and the use of wood and decorative
motifs. Additional design features include fenestration
that references the proportions of historic buildings in
the area, prominent canopies delineating the hotel and
restaurant entrances, and the use of brick as the principle
facade material. Large folding doors open up the
AIA Northern Virginia News
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On the Boards
DC Water Headquarters
SmithGroupJJR
Washington, DC
The DC Water Headquarters is a 150,000 gsf office
building built above and encapsulating an operating
sewage/storm pump station sited on the bank of the
Anacostia River. Together, the building and site
incorporate state-of-the-art sustainable and resilient
design strategies that results in a dynamic workplace.
The bold, innovative statement reflects the agency’s
environmental stewardship. The building’s sinuous
form and layered skin are carefully shaped by the
opportunities and constraints of the site and also
informed by computational analytics. The building’s
north side features punched windows in green
cladding recalling the historic use of copper in water
transmission. The south façade glass curtainwall
accommodates views and daylighting. Stepped in areas
create shading and a second layer of tinted glass in
specific areas reduce heat loads and glare as determined
by computational modeling. An innovative sewage heat
recovery system heats and cools the building by utilizing
waste pumped through the facility below, making it
one of the most energy efficient office buildings in the
region.
The campus landscape and site design express the flow
of rainwater that is captured by a cistern to be used for
toilet flushing and irrigation. The design achieves all the
pragmatic needs for the agency’s office space through
transparency, flexibility, and efficiency. The LEED®
Platinum targeted project features abundant daylight and
panoramic river views from every seat.

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Congratulations
David Bullen, AIA
&
Larry Cook, FAIA
on 50 years of AIA membership!
Membership Update
New Members
Maryam Afzalipour, Assoc. AIA, MODE4 Architecture, PLLC
Stephen Alcoseba, Assoc. AIA, Marriott International
Cintia G. Andres-Corica, Assoc. AIA
Emily A. Atwood, Assoc. AIA, Lineup Draft Design, LLC
Melanie G. Baron, Assoc. AIA
Brian R. Bowser, AIA, AECOM
Fletcher C. Bruegger, Assoc. AIA, Ritter Norton Architects
Shani M. Chambers, AIA, Michael Baker International
Omari A. Davis, AIA, Samaha Associates PC
Vy Do, Assoc. AIA, U. of Virginia, School of Architecture
Robert Lee Hall III, Assoc. AIA
Martin J. Howell, AIA, Federal Reserve Board
Shabnam Kavousi, Assoc. AIA
Christine M. Kelley, AIA, Christine M. Kelley, Architect
Lin-Dai Y. Kendall, Assoc. AIA, Kendall Design + Build
John D. McKenna, AIA, SK+I Architecture
Michael Medick, AIA, KTGY Group Inc.
Hayam Mikhail, Assoc. AIA, National Labor Relations Board
Christine M. Mussler, AIA, Architect of the Capitol
Olumuyiwa Olaseinde, Intl. Assoc. AIA, ARCHIQUEST, INC
Daniel C. Reynolds, Assoc. AIA, McNeill Baker Design Assoc.
Jonathan M. Sang, Assoc. AIA, Dept. of Homeland Security
Tiffany N. Sengillo, Assoc. AIA, SBA
Emily String, Assoc. AIA
Gregory Thomas, AIA, Jacobsen Architecture, LLC

Free Membership for New Grads
The AIA offers recent graduates complimentary membership
at the Associate level for up to 18 months, that’s through all of
2019. That’s free membership at the local, state and national
levels. Plus, new AIA members are eligible for complementary
registration for the A’18 Conference on Architecture in New York
City June 21-23.
AIA Northern Virginia offers real benefits you can use:
• active Young Architects Forum
• networking opportunities
• mentoring
• volleyball team
• ARE Prep classes
• free lending library of ARE study materials
• help finding a job
• building + construction tours
• social events
• leadership opportunities
• relevant continuing education offerings
• community service projects
• a design award just for Associate members
Recent graduates who join the AIA before June 30 will be entered
into a sweepstakes for an iWatch.
www.aias.org/join-or-pre-join-the-aia-before-june-30th-and-win

Upgrading Members
Sanjay S. Chapekar, AIA to Emeritus Architect
Laura K. Green, AIA, John Poe Architects to Architect
Michael R. W. Seppala, AIA, LeMay Erickson Willcox Architects
to Architect

Follow AIA Northern Virginia
on Facebook

facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter

twitter.com/aianova
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Professional Practice
AIA Best Practice: Winning Credit for Your Work – An
Expert’s View. If your firm does not have the resources for a
high-impact publicity campaign, a few simple steps can still help
you receive appropriate credit. The process does not have to be
time-consuming or expensive, but it does require a little creativity
and follow-through. More information:
www.aia.org/best-practices/5486-winning-credit-for-yourwork-an-experts-view
Alexandria Beautification Awards Submissions due June 1 –
Sponsored by the Alexandria Beautification Commission, these
awards recognize residents, businesses and community efforts
to contribute to the beautification of their neighborhoods and
public vistas within the city. Awards are given in six categories:
Excellence in Architecture, Excellence in Suitable Design, Green
Practices, Community Beautification, Residential Beautification
and Commercial Beautification.
www.alexandriava.gov/Beautification
Displaced: Design for Inclusive Cities – Design in Public
and AIA Seattle announce a new international design ideas
competition to welcome, support and empower urban immigrants
and refugees. The competition calls upon designers of all
disciplines to develop game-changing ideas that radically rethink
how we design our cities to improve the lives of everyone.
Submissions deadline extended to July 1.
www.designinpublic.org/displaced-design-inclusive-citiesdesign-competition

The AIA Upjohn Research Initiative supports applied research
projects that enhance the value of design and professional
practice knowledge. Submissions are due September 1.
www.aia.org/pages/11911-aia-upjohn-research-initiative
ARE Prep Research – The AIA is interested in hearing from
emerging professionals about the ARE Exam prep process as
they create resources to meet your needs and fit your schedule.
Participate in the survey here:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/K3WBDFT
ARE 4.0 Retires on June 30, 2018 – The last day to take an
ARE 4.0 division in a test center is June 30. Candidates who
have not completed ARE 4.0 by this date will need to complete
any remaining divisions in ARE 5.0 to satisfy the examination
requirement for licensure.
www.ncarb.org/blog/are-40-retires-june-30-2018
Applications for the Jason Pettigrew Memorial ARE
Scholarship are due July 11. Developed by the AIA National
Associates Committee, this scholarship recognizes the significant
contributions of emerging professionals at early stages in their
careers and helps defray the costs associated with the ARE.
www.architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/
architecturescholarships/jason-pettigrew-scholarship

Modern Richmond
announces the
Modern Richmond
Book celebrating the
organization’s first 10
years of tours. The
book, scheduled to
be released in spring
2019, will feature
both commercial
and residential projects. To help with the book’s publication,
sponsorships are available and copies can be pre-ordered.
www.modernrichmondbook.com
Coming Soon: 2019 Architectural Adventures Tours –
Architectural Adventures is the official travel program of the
AIA, planning expert-led, immersive small group tours (that also
qualify for LUs!). Sign up for notifications and be the first to
know about new 2019 tours.
www.architecturaladventures.org
AIA’s Product Strategy team is currently working on a variety of
new websites, applications and online tools. They are looking for
users and members to offer input on digital products and tools.
If you are interested in participating in either online or in-person
focus groups, please respond to the survey:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/MY8KFCL
AIA Northern Virginia News
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FYI
Dewberry announces that Jean O’Toole, AIA, PMP, LEED
AP BD+C, has been promoted to business unit manager in
the firm’s Fairfax, Virginia office.
In her new position, Jean will
be responsible for managing the
architectural office’s daily operations
and serving a diverse client base for
public and private facilities. Jean has
more than 27 years of experience
as an architect and project manager.
Her expertise includes design of
large-scale facilities, renovations
in occupied buildings, and existing
conditions assessments. Her project
portfolio includes the Pentagon
Visitor Screening Facility, Fort Bragg
Conference and Catering Center,
Western Loudoun County Sheriff station, Chatham County
Courthouse, and healthcare renovation projects for Kaiser
Permanente. Jean earned her bachelor’s degree in architecture
from the Catholic University of America.
HDR Welcomes Six New Senior Hires: David Capelli, AIA,
Technical Principal; Bill Croteau, AIA, Senior Project Manager;
Kevin LeMans, AIA, Education|Science|Technology Principal;
Diane Tate-Whatley, Senior Interior Designer; Susan Walter,
Specifications Manager; and Michael Wightman, AIA, Senior
Project Manager. HDR has hired more than 30 full-time staff
members since January 2017, totaling 138 employees, and is
postured to continue its growth trajectory into 2018 and beyond.

Architecture, Inc. is pleased to share that their design for
the Current Salon & Color Bar in Ashburn, Virginia has been
recognized with a Silver “Shop! Design Award” in the Service
Retail category. The Shop! Design Awards recognize excellence
in retail design across multiple categories. Entries were judged on
design, originality in the use of space and materials, and quality
of concept execution.
Cooper Carry was awarded a 2018 AIA COTE Top Ten Award
for Georgia Tech’s Engineered Biosystems Building. This award
recognizes projects that demonstrate design excellence and
high-performing buildings. Each year, ten innovative projects are
nationally recognized for their integration of design excellence
with environmental performance. This Cooper Carry and
Lake|Flato designed project exemplifies the highest levels of
design and performance standards.
FOX Architects work for CQ Roll Call’s office redesign won
Special Mention in the 15,000-30,000 SF category at IIDA MAC
Premiere Design Awards. FOX Architects Design Team includes
Jeremy Roither; Mauricio Mares-Poletti, Intl. Assoc. AIA;
Marie Moutsos; Dana Biedrzycki; and Jim Allegro, AIA.
Laurel Branch Library, designed by Grimm + Parker
Architects, was recognized with a 2018 AIA/ALA Library
Building Awards. Referencing the past through textured stone
materials, the library embraces the present with dynamic lines
and bold forms, standing proudly as a beacon for the community.

Hord Coplan Macht is pleased to share two exciting
announcements from the DC Metro office: the promotion of Joe
Schneider, AIA, to Managing Principal as well as the relocation
of the team to expanded
space. Since joining HCM
in 2012, Joe has played an
integral role in growing
the branch from a small,
satellite office into a
self-sustaining, 35-person
operation serving the
National Capitol Region.
The firm initially recruited
Schneider to lead the
growth of the Housing and
Mixed-Use Practice in the
region from the ground up, but his impact has extended beyond
the specialty. The new office will be located at 1925 Ballenger
Avenue, Suite 525, Alexandria, Virginia 22314. Increased desks,
as well as gathering and collaboration space, will allow the team
to continue to grow and broaden its practice. All three of Hord
Coplan Macht offices (Baltimore, Denver and Alexandria) will
move to new, larger offices this calendar year, marking a major
milestone in the firm’s growth.
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Calendar
June
Women in Architecture Pop-Up Lunches
June 7 | Noon | Multiple Locations
Alexandria Contemporary Architecture Symposium
June 8-9 | Alexandria
The jury stated, “The library has today and tomorrow in mind
with its design and flexibility and provides the modern library
user with all the experiences necessary to make a great library
visit.” Photography © Sam Kittner
HDR Selected as Partner for Two Major Healthcare Projects
in Virginia – HDR, with Hourigan Construction as its partner,
has been selected as design-builder for two new healthcare
facilities in Richmond. HDR will design the new Virginia
Commonwealth University Health Adult Outpatient Facility and
the new Sheltering Arms Rehab Institute, a joint venture between
Sheltering Arms Hospital and VCU Health System. Chosen
as the result of a four-month design-build competition, HDR
will provide multiple services to the partnership with Hourigan
Construction including architecture, interior design, structural
engineering, and medical equipment planning.

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
June 11 | 4:30p | Alexandria
AIA Northern Virginia Design Awards Celebration
June 14 | 6:00p | Reston
Fairfax County James M. Scott Exceptional Design Awards Due
June 15 | 5:00p
CRAN – Backdoor Revolution: Accessory Dwelling Units
June 19 | 6:30p | Washington, DC
AIA Conference on Architecture
June 20-23 | New York City
ARE Exam Series: Construction and Evaluation
June 23 | 10:00a | Arlington, Norfolk, Roanoke
YAF Construction Tour: Inova Schar Cancer Institute
June 27 | 6:00p | Fairfax
YAF Wine & Design
June 30 | 11:00a | Middleburg
July
AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
July 9 | 4:30p | Alexandria
CRAN - Lighting Control Illuminated
July 11 | 12:30p | Washington, DC
AIA NOVA/SMPS Golf Tournament
July 23 | 11:00a | Alexandria
Young Architects Forum Happy Hour
July 26 | 6:30p | Reston
AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org
AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar
AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/calendar
AIA Virginia Calendar - https://www.aiava.org/events
Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events
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Chapter Partners
Supporters
Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company
Stantec www.stantec.com

www.pvbrick.com

Contributors
HDR Architecture
Mosaic Express Printing

Friends
Ames & Gough Insurance Risk Management, Inc.
Andersen Windows & Doors
Arch Resources, Inc.
CADD Microsystems
C.M. Kling + Associates
ECS Mid-Atlantic
Marvin Windows and Doors
Moseley Architects
Pella Windows & Doors / K.C. Company, Inc.
Sislers Stone
T.W. Perry

1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9747 aianova@aianova.org www.aianova.org

