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Paul R. Erickson, FAIA, Kevin G. Sneed, FAIA & 
Charles E. Swartz, FAIA Elevated to Fellowship 

continues on page 4

Call for Entries - http://aianova.org/DA17
Due April 20, 2017

Charles E. Swartz, FAIAPaul R. Erickson, FAIA

Paul R. Erickson, FAIA
By serving those who serve others, Paul transforms the lives of first responders, 
congregations, community leaders and colleagues through cutting-edge public safety 
design, inspiring religious architecture and galvanizing civic leadership.

Kevin G. Sneed, FAIA, IIDA
Kevin Sneed’s career in architecture is a testament to his fervent involvement in a 
practice that extends beyond its intended boundaries, elevating his work in practice 
management through leadership, empowerment and public service.

Charles E. Swartz, FAIA
Through his situational, provisional, and inventive approach to design, as well as his 
respect of history and place, Chuck is reshaping his small city and having a positive 
effect on his community through design excellence.

2017 Virginia 
Architecture Week

continues on page 8

Virginia Architecture Week is held every 
April as part of the American Institute of 
Architect’s nationwide celebration of our 
built environment. AIA chapters all over the 
country offer a variety of lectures, tours and 
activities geared towards architects and the 
public alike during this week.

AIA Northern Virginia is pleased to offer 
numerous events. Most are free and open 
to the public and many provide continuing 
education credits.

www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php

Kevin G. Sneed, FAIA

http://www.aianova.org
http://aianova.org/DA17
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTERby Karen M. Conkey, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President

As the weather begins to warm and 
we welcome spring, I first want to 
update you on our advocacy efforts 
over the last few months. Second, 
I want to encourage you to get out 
and participate in a different form of 
advocacy, our Chapter’s celebration 
of Architecture Week.

This month, our Chapter participated in the AIA Grassroots 
Conference held here in Washington, DC. While attending this 
conference, we learned how other Chapters across the country, 
through events and programing, activate and energize their 
members toward advocacy for our profession with the goal 
of promoting the values and ideals in which we, as architects, 
believe.

On March 8, as part of the Grassroots Conference Hill visits, four 
of our members met with staff from the offices of Congressmen 
Connolly, Wittman and Beyer, seeking their support on 
procurement and energy issues that affect our profession. This 
team, organized by our Legislative and Government Affairs 
Committee, along with representatives from AIA Virginia, spoke 
to 9 out of 11 Virginia Congressmen and both state senators. 

Our members also participated at the state legislative level during 
the most recent General Assembly. Bills regarding historic tax 
credits and rules governing construction management were 
among this year’s legislation that impacts our profession. Click 
on AIA Virginia’s General Assembly Wrap-Up for details.

www.aiava.org/advocacy_news/general-assembly-wrap-2

With 2017 an election year for state offices, AIA VA’s PAC 
supports candidates for office who appreciate our profession 
and upholds its goals, regardless of party affiliation. PAC 
contributions do not “buy votes,” but rather give our profession 
a seat at the table, allowing our voices to be heard by our elected 
officials. If you would like to contribute to the AIA VA PAC, 
which is completely funded by donations and not by dues, just 
click on this link to contribute online:

www.aiava.org/advocacy/pac-2

Architecture Week, April 9-15, affords us another opportunity 
for advocacy, although of a different nature. By sharing our goals 
and aspirations for the profession with our local communities, it 
provides us the occasion to educate, inspire and raise awareness 
of what we as architects have to offer. This week gives us the 
chance to educate the public on what role architects can play, 
which is critical to advancing the success of our communities and 
elevating design.

Some of this year’s opportunities include:
• Go on a walking tour of Old Town Alexandria lead by local 
architects.

continues on page 5

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aiava.org/advocacy_news/general-assembly-wrap-2
http://www.aiava.org/advocacy/pac-2
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Universal Design Solutions & Technology for Residential Practice
March 29, Noon-1:30p

At the Miele Tysons Corner Experience Center, Fairfax Retail Square, 8065 Leesburg Pike, Suite 
110, Vienna, VA 22182.

Organized by AIA Northern Virginia for the Capital Area CRAN Committee (Custom 
Residential Architects Network).

New technology makes universal design strategies affordable amenities for custom single-family 
homes. Technology supports universal design to simplify daily tasks by making living spaces 
accessible to all people, regardless of age, size or ability. Adapting homes for aging in place 
has become truly affordable. Richard Nordin of Access Lifts will offer design advice and tools 
to equip architects in the planning, specifying and installation of new technologies that support 
universal design as an inclusive solution for residential projects.

Sponsored by Miele, Access Lifts & Service, Inc. and Waupaca Elevator Company. 1 AIA LU. 
Free admission, but reservations required at 

http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1468

ARE Exam Series: 4.0 Vignettes
April 22, 10:00a-4:00p

At AECOM, Wells Fargo Tower, 10 South Jefferson Street, 16th Floor, Roanoke, VA 24011 and 
via simulcast at AECOM, 3101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22201.

If you missed the 4.0 vignettes session on January 21 or just need to review the vignettes again, 
we are offering the session on April 22. This time, the session will be presented live in Roanoke 
and simulcast to AECOM in Arlington. This is the last class of our 2017 ARE Prep Series.

The graphic vignette content specific to 4.0 is now condensed into a single-day session which 
covers: Building Design & Construction Systems, Construction Documents & Services, 
Programming, Planning & Practice, Schematic Design and Site Planning & Design.

6 HSW LUs. Advance registration is required one week prior to the seminar at 
www.aianova.org/are.php

   Small Firms Roundtable Presentation
   May 5, 11:00a-1:15p

At the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter House, 1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Designing Commercial Projects with Manufactured Stone Veneer
Attendees will discuss design guidelines for sustainable manufactured stone veneer buildings, 
including product innovations and industry related education.
1 HSW LU

Understanding Poly-Ash Siding and the Other Categories of the Siding Market
An examination of the new Poly-Ash category of exterior siding as it relates to other types of 
siding, specifically around the areas of installation, maintenance, and sustainability.
1 HSW LU

Organized by the Small Firms Committee with lunch provided by Boral TruExterior.
$8 to attend, reservations required due to limited seating. Registration will open soon.

http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1468
http://www.aianova.org/are.php
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Architecture Week (Cont.)
continued from page 1

Architecture at its Best: An Exhibit of Award-Winning 
Projects by Local Architects
April 9-15
Visit the Torpedo Factory to view an exhibit of winning projects 
from AIA Northern Virginia’s 2016 Design Awards Program, on 
display in the ground floor lobby.

Architecture Week Book Displays
April 9-15
Displays of architecture-themed books for all ages will be 
featured at participating area public libraries.

Walking Tour of Historic 
Old Town Alexandria
Sunday, April 9, 1:00-3:00p
Led by members of 
our Historic Resources 
Committee, the tour covers 
the history of Alexandria 
as reflected through its 
architecture and urban 
design, highlighting 
examples from Georgian to 
Art Deco. 2 AIA HSW LUs 
offered for architects. Space 
is limited and advance 
reservations are required.

Open House at Virginia Tech’s Washington Alexandria 
Architecture Center
Sunday, April 9, 1:00-3:00p
Visit the Washington Alexandria Architecture Center for a self-
guided tour of the studio space and view student work on display 
in the lobby. WAAC is located at 601 Prince Street, Alexandria, 
VA 22314.

Sculpting Space: Connecting Art to Architecture
Sunday, April 9, 6:00-8:00p
This presentation features architect trained sculptor Matt 
McConnell who will explain his interest in and designs for large 
scale, building-integrated, and spatially engaging sculpture. Co-
sponsored by the Torpedo Factory Art Center and sponsored by 
Lauren Bishop, McEnearney Associates, Inc. -Realtor. 1.5 AIA 
LUs. A light reception is offered.

Virtual Reality Technologies
April 12
Organized by the Young Architects Forum and the DC Virtual 
Reality Meetup Group, this event will focus on Virtual Reality 
technologies for architecture and feature demonstrations by 
various developers within the community. 2 AIA LUs.

“Native Places” – A Presentation and Discussion on Travel 
Sketches
Thursday, April 13, 6:00p-8:30p
This lecture features architect Frank Harmon, FAIA who will 

present a collection of thoughts and hand-drawn sketches that 
illustrate the value of looking closely at buildings and places. Co-
sponsored by the Northern Virginia Fine Arts Association at the 
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street in Alexandria, and supported by 
Sothebys Real Estate. 1.5 AIA LUs. A light reception is offered.

Family Activities at the Torpedo Factory
Thursday, April 13, 6:00p-9:00p
As part of Second Thursday events at the Torpedo Factory, 
our Schools Connections Committee will celebrate Virginia 
Architecture Week with architecture-focused family activities. 
Families are encouraged to stop by and participate.

Skyline Yoga
Saturday, April 15, 10:00-11:00a
Enjoy a free yoga class, with local architects, in an architecturally 
inspiring place. Organized by the AIA Northern Virginia Young 
Architects Forum. Please bring your own mat.

Oatlands Historic House and Gardens Tour
Saturday, April 15, 10:00a-12:00p
Tour Oatlands, a 19th century Carter plantation in Leesburg 
owned and operated by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. Join Lori Kimball, staff member at Oatlands, for an 
educational and insightful tour into the design and history of this 
significant property.1.5 HSW LUs are offered for the tour.

Modular House Construction Tour
Saturday, April 
15, 10:00a-1:00p
Visit an architect-
owned modular 
house under 
construction in 
Alexandria, the 
first new house 
added to the city’s 
housing inventory 
since 2015. 2 
HSW LUs.

Architecture Scavenger Hunt for Children
Saturday, April 15, 1:00-3:00p
A fun self-guided activity for children and their families, 
organized by our Architecture Lab Committee. Participants will 
receive a map identifying 12 places that are synonymous with 
Old Town Alexandria. Start by checking in at the AIA Northern 
Virginia Chapter House. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult to participate.

Reservations are required for some events.
Visit our Architecture Week website at 

www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php

http://www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php
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President’s Letter (Cont.)
continued from page 2

• Relieve stress with Skyline Yoga.
• Hear from sculptor, Matt McConnell, about the connection 
between art and architecture.
• Participate in a virtual reality event.
• Attend the lecture “Native Places” by Frank Harmon, FAIA at 
the Athenaeum in Alexandria.
• Take part in a children’s architectural scavenger hunt.
• Tour the National Trust property Oaklands in Leesburg.
• View the 2016 Design Awards winner boards.
• Read a book about architecture at a local library.

Please encourage family, friends or any non-architects that you 
know to participate in these terrific events, learning more about 
what our profession can do for society. For more information 
about our Chapter’s Architecture Week activities, see the article 
in this newsletter and visit

www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php

2017 Hill Visits

Narrowly missing Storm Stella, AIA Northern Virginia’s 
Legislative and Government Affairs team headed to Capitol Hill 
under a cloudless blue sky. It was a far cry from the 2015 visits 
when the team trudged through a late winter snow storm to meet 
legislators. This year the team of Morgan Danner, Associate AIA, 
Raedun de Alba, AIA, Harrison Blair II, Associate AIA and Sean 
Reilly, AIA met with congressmen to discuss issues important 
to the profession that affect our members. AIA NOVA was one 
of three AIA Virginia teams on the Hill March 8. In all, the three 
AIA teams from Virginia met with 9 of 11 congressmen, as well 
as Senators Warner and Kaine. AIA National’s approach for the 
2017 Hill visits consisted of seeking support for a single issue at 
each meeting.

The team spoke briefly with 
Congressman Connolly 
before he excused himself 
to meet with the former 
president of Taiwan. 
Connolly’s legislative 
director, Collin Davenport, 
needed little background on 
the AIA, being the son and 
husband of architects. His 
wife is currently involved 
with AIA NOVA’s WIA 
Committee. After Reilly 
provided a brief overview, 
de Alba presented the 
Procurement issue: the AIA 

is seeking support of House 
of Representatives #679, 
which gives architectural 

firms a more reasonable chance of winning government design 
build contracts.

This bill seeks to maintain the two step selection process 
the federal government normally uses. In the first step the 
government creates a short list based on firm qualifications. 
In the second step, short listed firms are required to provide 
design drawings that the contractor can use to price and commit 
to a GMP amount. In some cases firms report providing up 
to 80% design up front in the second step. Architecture firms 
spend a median of $260,000 competing in federal design build 
competitions. Firms also report that in recent years the number 
of short listed firms for federal design build contracts has 
grown from 3-5 firms to as many as 10, or more. Sometimes the 
government consolidates the two-step selection process into a 
single step.

To combat this dynamic, the AIA supports language in the FY 
2015 National Defense Authorization Act which limits the 
number of shortlisted firms to five for military projects with a 
value exceeding $4 million. The language was later applied to 
civilian agencies, and both are currently written into law. HR 679 
builds on common sense reforms by limiting the use of a one-step 

by Sean E. Reilly, AIA
Legislative & Government Affairs CommitteeChair

AIA Northern Virginia Delegation 
l-r: Morgan Danner, Associate AIA, 
Sean Reilly, AIA, Raedun de Alba, AIA, 
and Harrison Blair II, Associate AIA

AIA Virginia Delegation -  l-r: AIA Virginia President Elect 
Eric Keplinger, AIA (Hampton Roads); Damian Seitz, AIA 
(Hampton Roads); AIA Virginia President Bill Brown, AIA 
(Northern Virginia); Senator Warner; and Scott Boyce, AIA 
(Hampton Roads)

selection process. Morgan Danner offered valuable perspective 
on the issue as an architect with the Department of the Navy. 
Reviewing more than 4 or 5 design proposals requires significant 
time to review and evaluate, Danner stated. Mr. Davenport 
quickly understood the issue and said he will discuss support of 
the bill with Congressman Connolly.

The team used a similar approach on the same Procurement 
issue in their meeting with Julia Angelotti, Legislative Director 
for Congressman Wittman (R-VA-1). Ms. Angelotti understood 
the common sense logic of HB 679. She indicated that she will 
discuss support of the bill with Rep. Wittman and added they 
often collaborate with Congressman Mark Meadows (R-NC-11), 
the bill’s sponsor.

Finally, the team sought support of Federal Sustainability goals 
in their meeting with Zach Cafritz, Legislative Director for Rep. 
Donald Beyer, (D-VA-8). Blair and de Alba effectively explained 
why it makes sense to establish incremental targets for reduction 
of fossil fuel usage in federal projects, with a goal of zero usage 
by the year 2030. Cafritz indicated Rep. Beyer has supported 
environmentally friendly bills throughout his career and he 
expects that Rep. Beyer will support retaining EISA Section 433 
with the proposed incremental energy targets.

http://www.aianova.org/architectureweek.php
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It’s as Easy as 1, 2, 3:
Basic Contract Review
by Alison Mullins, Esq.
Senior Counsel at Protorae Law, PLLC

You have decided to review and update 
your standard contract for your architectural 
firm. Now what is next? This article aims to 
provide a simple three step outline to get your 
contracts and internal contracts procedure in 
order.

Step 1 – Bird’s Eye View
The first step is to evaluate what categories of standard contracts 
your firm needs. Two obvious examples are an Owner and 
Architect Agreement, and an Architect and Sub-consultant 
Agreement. However, you should also consider variations of 
the Owner and Architect Agreement, such as a contract for (a) a 
small project, (b) a large project, (c) a residential project, (d) a 
commercial project, (e) sustainable design project, (f) Schematic 
Design, and/or (g) design-build. Each of these different types 
of projects presents its own set of liability issues which should 
be addressed in the contract. Instead of having separate base 
contracts to address these specific project type liability issues, a 
firm may have specially drafted exhibits with additional terms 
and conditions tailored to the different categories of projects that 
can be attached to the firm’s standard base design contract.

Step 2 – Worm’s Eye View
The second step is to evaluate the terms and conditions of the 
base contracts themselves.

• Consistent Defined Terms. Regardless of the category of 
contract, it is important to ask yourself, “Are the defined 
terms consistent?” For example, is there a defined term “Ar-
chitect.” If so, ensure that the contract uniformly refers to 
your firm as Architect versus Design Professional, Consul-
tant, Firm, or the name of the firm.

• Accurate Scope of Services. No contract is one size fits all, 
not even the AIA Owner and Architect Agreements. It is 
equally important that the factual sections of the contract 
are accurate, as it is to have strong legal sections. A scope 
of services that is too broad and includes services you may 
not provide not only puts you in a position to perform ad-
ditional services for free that are not in your internal project 
budget, but also can expose your firm to long term poten-
tial liability for services that were actually performed by 
someone else.

• Terms and Conditions. It is not only important to have all 
the “necessary” terms and conditions such as commence-
ment date, completion date, price and scope in the con-
tract, but it is also important to include clauses that clearly 
express the expectations of the parties and allocate liability. 
Further, the members of your firm that negotiate contracts 
should understand the terms and conditions of your con-
tracts, including your firm’s “deal breaker” clauses and 
risk tolerance. A lunch and learn is just one possible (and 
potentially enjoyable) way to get everyone in your firm on 
the same page.

Step 3 - Processing
The third step is to evaluate your firm’s contract processing 
procedures. First, create a template that everyone in your firm 
who issues contracts can use as a base, but cannot modify and 
save over the template. Starting with the template versus the last 
project contract you prepared, which may have been negotiated 
and altered, is imperative to consistent contracting. Another 
alternative to consider that will assist with ensuring consistency 
in your contracts is to designate one person who generates all 
contracts for your firm.

Second, send out your contract to the other party to the agreement 
– do not wait for them to send you a contract. It is easier from 
a negotiation standpoint to start from your “best-case-scenario” 
then the other sides. Specifically regarding a consultant’s 
proposal, if you do use consultant’s proposal for price and scope, 
ensure the agreement between the architect and consultant 
incorporates the proposal for scope and price only, and not the 
proposal’s terms and conditions.

Third, track the return of signed contracts. Although there are 
times that an unsigned contract can be enforced as “accepted by 
performance,” it is far better to have a written agreement signed 
by both parties.

Conclusion
Most architects do not enjoy contracts and all that they entail, as 
contracts can be seen as a distraction from what you do best – 
design. However, dealing with contracts can be as easy as 1, 2, 3 
if you follow the above steps. Knowing you have a solid contract 
as a foundation of your relationships will allow you more time 
to concentrate on meeting your next client, getting your next 
project, and designing your next masterpiece.

Alison Mullins is Senior Counsel at Protorae Law, PLLC, 
www.protoraelaw.com, 

and is an Allied Professional Member of AIA Northern Virginia Chapter, 
and a Professional Affiliate Member of AIA DC. She may be reached at 

amullins@protoraelaw.com 
or by calling 703-639-0673. Alison focuses her practice on all aspects of 
construction law. In particular, she often represents architects, engineers, 
and others involved in the construction industry.

This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice, but instead 
as general commentary regarding legal matters.  You should consult with 
an attorney regarding your legal issues, as the advice you may receive 
will depend upon your facts and the laws of your jurisdiction.

http://www.protoraelaw.com
mailto:amullins@protoraelaw.com
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Please join the Women in Architecture Committee for our 5th 
annual lecture series! This year’s theme of Resilience will 
explore how architects, landscape architects, designers, planners, 
developers and civic leaders are responding to new vulnerabilities 
surfacing around the world. We will examine resilience through 
the lenses of Economics, Civic Culture and the Environment. The 
first lecture, The Economics of Resilience, drew crowds to the 
National Building Museum on March 27. Two lectures remain:

April 12 - Resilience & Civic Culture, at Urban Land Institute
http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1478

April 19 - Resilient Design & the Environment, at Perkins Eastman
http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1467

For more information on the series and our panelists visit 
https://dcwiaseries.wordpress.com.

Volunteers Needed to Assist with Children’s Programs

Our Architecture Lab Committee is planning fun activities for 
children this year including our Architecture in the Schools 
program and a walking tour/scavenger hunt. We are looking for 
volunteers to help with these activities and to visit schools for 
career days and allow students to shadow them at work. 

For more information and to volunteer, email 
Elma Hajric Willcoxon, Associate AIA at 

archlabnova@gmail.com.

Call for Volunteers - Inter-School Design Competition

We’re looking for 2 volunteers to help in the planning, 
fundraising and assisting with the Inter-School Design 
Competition. Students enrolled in architecture programs 
at Catholic University, Howard University, Morgan State 
University, Virginia Tech’s Washington-Alexandria Architectural 
Center, University of Maryland and the University of the District 
of Columbia are able to participate. The competition will be held 
on Sunday, September 17, with the Spotlight on Design lecture 
and Awards Ceremony on Tuesday, September 19. 

Interested? Email Maury S. Saunders, AIA at 
mauryssaunders@gmail.com.

Open House 2017

http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1478
http://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1467
https://dcwiaseries.wordpress.com
mailto:archlabnova%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mauryssaunders@gmail.com


AIA Northern Virginia News8

Fellowship
continued from page 1

Congratulations to Paul, Kevin and Chuck on their elevation to 
the prestigious AIA College of Fellows! They were among only 
178 architects nationwide to be selected this year.

The Fellowship program honors architects who have made a 
significant contribution to architecture and society and who have 
achieved a standard of excellence in the profession. Election to 
fellowship not only recognizes the achievements of architects as 
individuals, but also their significant contribution to architecture 
and society on a national level. Out of a total AIA membership of 
over 90,000, approximately 3 percent are distinguished with the 
honor of fellowship.

Paul R. Erickson, FAIA

Paul Erickson, President and 
Founder of LeMay Erickson 
Wilcox Architects in Reston, is 
a nationally recognized leader 
in the design of fire and rescue 
facilities, influencing the work 
of his colleagues across the 
country and transforming long 
established protocols of fire 
departments through his design, 
research and educational outreach. 
His dedication to improving 
the quality of life and longevity 
of firefighters has changed the 
dialogue of station design. His 
research into the causes of the 
extraordinarily high incidence of 
cancer in firefighters has resulted 
in innovative design strategies 
called HOT ZONE Design. His ground breaking article “Contain 
the Contaminants” and “HOT ZONE Design” presentations at 
national conferences are being incorporated by the industry’s 
leading advocates including the Firefighter Cancer Support 
Network and the National Fire Protection Agency.

Through inspired religious design and leadership, Paul has 
positively shaped the mission, outreach and spiritual life 
of over 150 congregations. Paul transforms thousands of 
lives by sensitively designing inspiring worship spaces and 
versatile multi-use building campuses. Recognizing that most 
faith organizations are led by pastors and lay people who are 
unfamiliar with construction, Paul has de-mystified the design 
and construction process for church leaders by creating “Building 
On Purpose,” an annual symposium providing expert insight 
and knowledge on financing, planning, designing and building 
religious architecture.

For more than 30 years, Paul’s dedicated leadership within 
civic and professional organizations has set the standard of 
expectations within his own practice and galvanized countless 
others to serve. Through his leadership roles with National 

Vienna Presbyterian Church 
LeMay Erickson Willcox Architects 

Photograph © Dan Cunningham

Bailey’s Crossroads Volunteer Fire Station  
LeMay Erickson Willcox Architects 

Photograph © Eric Taylor Photography

Capital Presbytery, Paul has shaped church construction 
throughout the Metropolitan Washington DC area. As a Trustee of 
Sibley Memorial Hospital, Paul actively shapes the future of the 
hospital in its integration with Johns Hopkins Health Services and 
its ongoing $350M construction program, drawing worldwide 
attention for Sibley as a leader in facilities, research, patient care 
and hospital administration. 

Paul joined the AIA Northern Virginia Board as a Director 
in 1999, the same year I started as the Chapter’s Executive 
Director. Over the years, Paul has served on our Design Awards 
Committee, as Chapter President in 2006, as an AIA Virginia 
Director, and as the ‘voice’ of our Design Awards, volunteering as 
our MC for years. He has served in so many different ways that I 
can’t offer a comprehensive list, but that doesn’t matter, because I 
know how much I have relied on Paul for leadership, advice and 
friendship. I hold Paul up as the perfect example of a leader, who 
is engaged with his community, the profession and the Chapter 
and encourages and supports his colleagues to do the same.

In recognition of his accomplishments, service and leadership, 
Paul is the recipient of AIA Northern Virginia’s highest award, 
the Award of Honor, and of AIA Virginia’s T. David Fitz-Gibbon 
Virginia Architecture Firm Award, the highest honor bestowed on 
a Virginia-based architecture firm.

Paul Erickson, FAIA 
Design Awards Celebration 

Master of Ceremonies in 2003 
Photograph © Kathryn Brown
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Never someone to boast about his accomplishments, when Paul 
reflects on his Chapter involvement, he finds the greatest value 
and pleasure from sharing experiences with his colleagues. As 
Chair of the Design Awards program, Paul remembers fondly 
the wonderful pleasure of meeting some of the most talented 
architects practicing, like Stephen Kieran, Graham Gund and 
Bill Pederson. Those shared experiences have also included 
many trips to Richmond in a group carpool with fellow directors 
(Carol Rickard, Randy Mars, Bill Brown, John Burns, and 
Marlene Shade) and passionate discussions in the car on all topics 
including AIA business, family matters, ancient college pranks 
and where to get good BBQ.

Kevin G. Sneed, FAIA, IIDA
 

Kevin Sneed, Partner 
and Senior Director of 
Architecture for OTJ 
Architects in Washington, 
DC, is passionate about 
the profession and its 
future, working to promote 
diversity and inclusion 
and continually advancing 
the professionalism and 
visibility of interior 
architecture.
 
Joining the AIA just out of 
school, Kevin jump-started 
his service to the profession 
by cofounding one of the 
earliest AIA groups focusing 
on associates and young 
architects. In 1987, Kevin 

and a handful of other members started the Chapter’s Associates/
Young Architects Committee, foreseeing the formation of the 
National AIA Young Architects Forum in 1991. As part of 
this committee, Kevin helped to create a knowledge base for 
associates and young architects, organized ARE preparatory 
seminars and helped established the Kitten McD. Herlong 
Memorial Design Award to honor the design work of associate 
members. Kevin created and edited the Young Architects 
Newsletter, which has evolved into the nationally distributed 
Young Architects Connection, currently reaching 23,000 AIA 
members. AIA used the NOVA Associate/Young Architects 
program as a model for other components to follow.
 
Kevin served on the Design Awards Committee for seven 
years, three as chair. During this time, he expanded the scope 
of the awards, increasing the range of potential projects and 
providing new opportunities for small practices. He established 
a relationship with Fairfax County that allowed county projects 
submitted to the Design Awards to be forwarded directly to the 
Fairfax County Exceptional Design Awards, broadening the 
impact of our members in the county. Kevin was also active on 
several committees, served on the Board of Directors, was elected 
Chapter President in 2003 and was then elected as a Director on 
the Virginia Society AIA board.

Kevin Sneed, FAIA 
2003 President at Annual Meeting 

Photograph © Kathryn Brown

American Gaming Association 
OTJ Architects 

Photograph © Judy Davis, Hoachlander Davis Photography

He brought his dedication and enthusiasm to the national level, 
serving on the Young Architects Forum, the Brand Advisory 
Committee and the Interior Architecture Knowledge Community. 
As a member of the AIA Diversity Committee, Kevin worked to 
increase membership of minority architects and participated in 
discussions with the National Organization of Minority Architects 
(NOMA) about minority membership. He was the first recipient 
of the NOMA Washington Chapter’s Lankford-Giles-Vaughan 
Minority Architects Award, established to recognize pioneers in 
architecture that have furthered minority participation.
 
In recognition of Kevin’s substantial contributions to the 
profession, he was awarded the AIA’s Young Architect Award 
in 2004. This award honors architects who have been practicing 
ten years or fewer and show exceptional leadership in design, 
education and/or service to the profession. Kevin was one of only 
five recipients honored nationwide that year.
 
The growth of interior architecture as an area of specialization 
began with Kevin’s leadership within the AIA’s Interior 
Architecture Knowledge Community, where he advanced the 
discipline’s professionalism by creating robust connections 
among interior architects and professional organizations, 
particularly the International Interior Design Association. He 
launched the first Interior Architecture Annual Roundtable at the 
AIA Convention in 2007, now a well-attended annual event. He 
also created the first AIA Interior Architecture digital newsletter 
to further strengthen connections between interior architects and 
allied professionals nationwide.

Kevin’s continuing commitment to advance interior architecture 
is evident in his service on the AIA Code and Standards 
Committee updating the 2018 International Building Code 
regarding issues specific to building interiors.  From 2013-2016, 
he was the only architect member of the Maryland State Board 
of Certified Interior Designers, where he was instrumental 
in gaining approval for interior designers to earn continuing 
education credits for attending AIA education events. In 2016, he 
was appointed to the Maryland State Board of Architects.
 
As a leader of his firm, Kevin generated a strategic plan around 
the goals of project management that deals with process, 
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collaborative team building and outcomes. Kevin believes that 
team development creates a practice environment that promotes 
transparency and produces accountability for any project success. 
By positioning his staff to become thought leaders he is able 
to create innovative and intuitive teams both in his office and, 
nationally, through his numerous presentations.
 
Kevin is the epitome of the Citizen Architect through his 
involvement in community services, including Canstruction, 
Habitat for Humanity and serving on the Board of Architectural 
Review for the Parker-Gray District, a historic African-American 
neighborhood in Alexandria. His enthusiasm for architecture has 
also taken him into elementary schools to engage students in 
architecture-related activities.

Kevin’s support of emerging professionals is evident in his 
involvement in the book “Becoming an Architect – A Guide to 
Careers in Design,” which shows pathways for students, interns 
and young architects to becoming established professionals. He is 
an advisory board member for the George Washington University 
School of Interior Architecture and Design, where he teaches 
code and construction administration classes and serves as a 
judge in design studios.

In recognition of his contributions to the Chapter and the 
profession, Kevin was awarded the AIA Northern Virginia 
Service to the Chapter Award and Distinguished Leadership and 
Service to the Chapter Award.

Charles E. Swartz, FAIA

Inventive Design in a Small Community – It is important 
for architects to establish energetic design practices outside 
of major metropolitan areas. Architects tend to practice in 
affluent metropolitan areas, which have higher levels of 
income, education, real estate values, and construction volume. 
Rural areas and small cities often do not benefit from having 
local architects who understand and who are vested in their 
communities.

National Restaurant Association 
OTJ Architects 

Photograph © Eric Laignel

Chuck and his wife and partner, Beth Reader, FAIA, started their 
practice, Reader & Swartz Architects, in Chuck’s hometown, 
the small city of Winchester, Virginia, during the 1990 building 
recession. Twenty-six years later, the seven-person firm has 
received over sixty design awards from national, state, and 
regional entities, and their work has been published in many 
books and magazines. The published works and design awards 
have been for restrained, bold, and eccentric designs for a diverse 
range of project types, from low income housing, offices and 
museums, to custom houses. Chuck’s practice has proven that 
design oriented architecture firms do not need to be located 
in large metropolitan areas; “local architects” can produce 
exceptional design work that can make a difference in their 
communities.

Respect of History and a Sense of Place – Architects need to 
understand the history and environment of the places and the sites 
in which they work. The stories of the people who have lived 
there, the buildings that still stand, and the things that have been 
lost lead to a deeper understanding of what to do going forward. 
Understanding an area’s geography and history, as well as its 
current situation, will allow new architecture to resonate.

Chuck makes a conscious effort to listen to places – to make 
an architecture which is affected by its context, its terroir. This 
approach doesn’t limit design or creativity, but rather is a starting 
place to make conceptually driven, situational, provisional 
architecture that doesn’t need to be limited by style.

Reshaping the Community through Design Excellence – 
Architects in non-metropolitan areas have an outsized 
opportunity to change and better the communities in which they 
practice. Chuck has been able to make a positive and tangible 
effect on his community. He has done work for many local 
nonprofit groups, as well as work for low income households 
and physically and mentally disabled adults, in both paid and pro 
bono capacities.

In 1993, only three years after starting his office, Chuck was 
already recognized by Progressive Architecture magazine 
as an architectural activist in the magazine’s triennial Young 

Songbird Lane 
Reader & Swartz Architects 

Photograph © Judy Davis, Hoachlander Davis Photography
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Beth Reader, FAIA and Chuck Swartz, FAIA 
(right row, top)  

Celebrate with the Reader & Swartz Gang  
at the 2005 Design Awards 

Photograph © Kathryn Brown

Shenandoah Valley Discovery Museum 
Reader & Swartz Architects 

Photograph © Nathan Webb, AIA

Architects issue. His firm’s work on cultural projects is changing 
his hometown in terms of education, childhood development, 
recreation, culture, and quality of life.

Through knowledge of place, listening, service, and design 
excellence, Chuck is reshaping his hometown. “Local architects” 
can make a tremendous difference to the life of a place by doing 
exceptional work, regardless of a project’s initial aspirations, its 
budget, or location. This is an essential value held by Chuck’s 
firm, and is a model for other architects practicing in small 
communities.

As Chuck’s fellowship sponsor, Tom Kerns, FAIA, writes, 
“Perhaps the most important contribution of Chuck’s design 
talent is his consistent ability to demonstrate and raise the value 
that architects provide. From the smallest of pro-bono work, 
to restoring the County Courthouse, to urban infill projects 
and many residences, he has created an open book on how our 
profession enhances the life of a city. His body of built work is 
full of surprises and possesses an innovative use of color and 
pattern. Chuck’s heightened sense of design cannot be taught, and 
he continues to produce fresh new answers that are timeless and 
logical. Former unassuming buildings and utilitarian structures 
now enjoy new life, energy, and vitality through his vision.”

Chuck has served on many design award juries and lectured 
on design topics for conferences and schools. Supporting his 
profession and community, he was a member of the AIA Virginia 
Design Forum Committee, the Old Town Winchester Branding 
Committee Task Force, and Preservation of Historic Winchester. 
With a keen interest for mentoring youth and future architects, 
Chuck is on the Winchester Public Schools’ Career and Technical 
Education Advisory Council, worked with the Frederick County 
Gifted Independent Studies program, was a Curriculum Advisor 
to the Drafting Department at Dowell J. Howard Vocational 
School, and has mentored numerous local students of architecture 
over the course of the last 26 years. In recognition of his 
achievements, Chuck is the recipient of the Carol M. Henkel 
Award by Preservation of Historic Winchester and AIA Northern 
Virginia’s Outstanding Achievement Award. 

Congratulations also to AIA Richmond  member Lori Garrett, 
FAIA with Glavé & Holmes Architecture, AIA Hampton Roads 
member Wesley L. Page, FAIA with Hanbury | Architecture 
Planning, and AIA Northern Virginia Unassigned member Sami 
M. Kirkdil, FAIA, President of SK&I Architectural Design 
Group, LLC for their elevation to fellowship.

Our new Virginia Fellows were congratulated at the annual 
Fellows Fête on March 18 in Blacksburg. All 2017 Fellows will 
be honored at an investiture ceremony at the AIA Conference on 
Architecture in Orlando.

2017 Fellows Fete, Photo taken at the Moss Arts Center at Virginia Tech 
Photograph © Marcia Smith
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Modular Hospital
Dewberry
Western Africa (5+ sites)

On the Boards

The project goal is to provide affordable 
“patient-ready” healthcare facilities that 
adopt the principles of local and community 
healthcare needs while emphasizing 
sustainable best practices. By focusing on 
natural resources, conservation strategies 
and maintainability, this new model for 
healthcare is required to be adaptable to 
various health needs and sites throughout 
Africa.

The design promotes the following features:
• Sustainable / Off-Grid Solutions
• Modular Construction
• Globally Adaptable
• New Model for Healthcare

The concept utilizes a modular system strategy that assimilates 
to local programmatic needs, accelerates the construction process 
and acts as a response to site specific climate and infrastructure 
challenges. Additionally, the team was tasked by the client to 
provide modern medical facilities and services with minimal 
reliance on mechanical cooling systems while utilizing an 
insulated sandwich panel system.

The outer and inner courtyards, set by the module, are the 
unifying elements between programmed structures containing 
various medical and infrastructure services. Connections through 
the exterior walkways from the outer courtyards to the inner 
courtyards are choreographed for the modules to connect the 
medical spaces to the larger community.

Seeking On the Boards Project
AIA Northern Virginia News features projects currently “on the 
boards” being designed by Chapter members. Firms are urged to submit 
projects, which will generally be run on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Submissions should include a project description of approximately 150-
250 words and at least four images at print resolution. Other information 
to include is the project name, location and photographer credit, where 
needed. Photos may be resized or cropped to fit the formatting and it 
may be necessary to edit the description. Projects should be emailed to 

aianova@aianova.org.

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
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Sketches

“Sketches” is a new feature showcasing the artistic talents of our 
members. We encourage you to share your sketches and we’ll 
publish them in the newletter, generally on a first-come, first-
served basis. Please include a caption and send high resolution 
copies of your sketches to 

aianova@aianova.org

Featured Artist: Manoj Dalaya, AIA
Principal, KGD Architecture

Old Town, Tallin, Estonia

Old Town, Riga, Latvia

Senate Square, Helsinki

In the interest of keeping our referral lists as current as 
possible, we have moved from downloadable PDFs to a 
sortable web-based interface. This allows us to make changes 
much more quickly and has the added benefit of allowing 
users to link directly to firms’ websites from aianova.org.  
You can visit the database of firms here:
   http://aianova.org/referral.php 

The firm data and practice area selections were taken from 
responses to the latest directory survey. If you didn’t fill one 
out, or would like to update your information, please send an 
email to: 
   referrals@aianova.org. 

Our listings can contain the following fields for each firm: 
Firm Name, Address, Website, Contact Name, Contact 
Email, Phone Number, Number of Personnel and up to five 
practice areas. If you feel your listing is incomplete, just send 
us an email with your updates, and we will post them as soon 
as possible.

Referral List System on www.aianova.org

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
http://aianova.org/referral.php
mailto:referrals%40aianova.org?subject=
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AIA Releases Statement on Immigration and 
Visa Restrictions

The American Institute of Architects recently released a formal 
statement on immigration and visa restrictions. Organized around 
core organizational values, it asserts that people from around 
the world who desire to live, study, work and travel to and from 
the United States are vital to American growth and innovation 
and that immigration and travel restrictions negatively impact 
business and the profession of architecture.

The AIA upholds the following principles:

• All people everywhere must be treated fairly and with dignity 
and respect. 
• Immigration policy must ensure our visa system welcomes 
individuals who want to contribute to society and stops those who 
seek to harm us.
• Architecture is a global profession. Immigration and travel 
restrictions can disrupt the business of many of our nation’s 
architectural firms that serve clients and employ staff in and from 
the countries targeted by the restrictions.
• Architecture firms and many other businesses must have the 
ability to attract and retain highly qualified and skilled talent 
from within and outside the US to remain competitive and meet 
demand.
• Freedom to travel without unnecessary restrictions enhances our 
ability to create and pursue business wherever opportunities exist 
and to better serve our clients. Strong businesses create jobs that 
contribute to the health of the US and global economy.
• Exposure to global perspectives on the built environment is 
an essential part of architecture and architectural education in 
the US, and immigrants, colleagues, students and faculty from 
around the world contribute significantly to this character.
• Societies everywhere benefit from the ability of architects of all 
nationalities to collaborate.

The AIA stands for these values and principles. The profession 
and the broader industry benefit from a visa and immigration 
process that is uniform, transparent and free from arbitrary 
implementation. The press release can be viewed on the AIA 
website:

www.aiava.org/advocacy_news/aia-releases-statement-
immigration-visa-restrictions

AIA Member Benefits
                                           (that you might not know about)

Continuing Education Requirements in Every State

If you are licensed in multiple jurisdictions, it can be difficult to 
determine all your continuing education requirements.

As you know, licensed architects must earn continuing education 
credits each year to fulfill AIA membership requirements. You 
may also need to complete continuing education requirements to 
renew your state license(s). AIA requirements can differ from the 
continuing education requirements of state licensing boards. State 
requirements may also vary from state to state.

If you are licensed in several jurisdictions, it can be hard to keep 
current with state requirements. The AIA website offers an chart 
where you can to learn about the mandatory continuing education 
requirements required by the states where you’re licensed:

https://www.aia.org/pages/2696-continuing-education-aia-and-
state-requirement?tools=true

For example, looking up ‘Virginia,’ you’ll see:
DPOR (with a link to their website)
Total Hours: 16 Hours
Detail: 16 LU
Renewal Cycle: Biennial
Renewal Deadline: Renewal date is licensure date

Some useful tips:

• AIA measures continuing education in Learning Units (LUs). 
One hour of continuing education earns one LU. AIA Architect 
members are required to complete 18 LUs from registered AIA/
CES providers each year. Of the 18 LUs, 12 must be in the topic 
areas of health, safety and welfare (HSW).

• Look for AIA-approved providers to earn LUs that apply to 
your AIA requirements. When you take a course, provide your 
AIA member number and we’ll automatically update your AIA 
transcript.

• Most state licensing boards accept the AIA transcript as 
verification that you have a courses. Check with your state 
licensing board for any specific requirements for license renewal.

• Make sure you check on the status of carry-over credits. Many 
states do not allow carry-over credits.

• Determine HSW requirements and other topic area 
requirements. Some states require a minimum number of 
continuing education in specific topics like accessibility, 
sustainable design or ethics.

• Understand the timeframe in which credits must be earned.

• Confirm details with your state licensing boards. This chart 
is based on the most recent information available, but we 
recommend that you contact your state’s board to verify your 
requirements.

Follow AIA Northern Virginia
on Facebook 
facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter 
twitter.com/aianova

http://www.aiava.org/advocacy_news/aia-releases-statement-immigration-visa-restrictions
http://www.aiava.org/advocacy_news/aia-releases-statement-immigration-visa-restrictions
https://www.aia.org/pages/2696-continuing-education-aia-and-state-requirement?tools=true
https://www.aia.org/pages/2696-continuing-education-aia-and-state-requirement?tools=true
http://facebook.com/aianova
http://twitter.com/aianova
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Members who haven’t renewed by March 31 will lapse and lose 
all their member benefits.

If you haven’t gotten around to paying yet, this is a reminder that 
your membership renewal is due now. As in years past, there is a 
grace period until March 31.

With benefits like free continuing education seminars, 
informative publications and website, networking opportunities, 
mentoring sessions, professional programs, a free ARE lending 
library, social events, community outreach programs and 
Chapter leaders and staff available to help you, there is great 
value in renewing. And our local Chapter dues are only $180 for 
Architects and $65 for Associates.

You are able to pay your dues online, by mail or by phone. 
Additional information is provided on your invoice and on the 
AIA website at 

www.aia.org/renew.

• If you refer a new member, you will be entered into a 
sweepstakes to win a $100 gift card and the new member will be 
eligible for free convention registration in 2017.

www.aia.org/renew

Renew Your Membership By March 31

http://www.aia.org/renew
http://www.aia.org/renew
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ArchEx Call for Presentations – Proposals due May 21
www.aiava.org/prof_dev_news/archex-call-presentations-2/

Celebrating its 30th year, ArchEx has always strived to help push 
the profession forward. We are looking for exciting and engaging 
topics and speakers to make this historic ArchEx, truly special.

Architecture Exchange East is the annual thought-leadership 
conference and expo curated by AIA Virginia. The 2017 event 
will take place November 1-3, 2017, in Richmond. Our goal is to 
bring together the brightest minds and most engaging speakers 
to present talks that are future-focused on a wide range of 
subjects and to provoke important conversations among design 
professionals.

Your talk could range from a one-hour session to a full-day 
workshop. We’re encouraging creative approaches to content 
delivery, including panel discussions, tours and guided 
collaborative conversations. We welcome all proposals.

Propose an offering you think is relevant and timely. To propose 
an offering, complete and submit the Presentation Proposal Form 
by May 21, 2017.

www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/be357bb6-df92-4e8c-8f01-
1a23419a6766

https://www.aiava.org/prof_dev_news/archex-call-presentations-2/
https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/be357bb6-df92-4e8c-8f01-1a23419a6766
https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/be357bb6-df92-4e8c-8f01-1a23419a6766


AIA Northern Virginia News18

June 3, 11:00a-5:00p

This Home & Garden Tour showcases 
homes designed by local award-winning 
architects, including. At each site, the 
architect will discuss their design approach, 
construction considerations and special 
features of the home.

This is a fundraising event benefitting The Love Quilt Project, 
which uses the power of love to change the lives of vulnerable 
and orphaned South African and American children, many of 
them affected by the AIDS pandemic.

Tour begins at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 4252 North Glebe 
Road, Arlington 22207.

The tour is open to both design professionals and the public. 3 
AIA HSW continuing education credits are offered for architects. 
Tickets are $30 and can be purchased online at 

www.lovequiltproject.org.

Arlington Home & Garden Tour 
Benefitting the Love Quilt Project

WAAC Frascari Symposium III

April 21-22
At Virginia Tech’s Washington Alexandria Architecture Center 
(WAAC), 1001 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

The theme of the third Frascari Symposium, honoring the 
memory of theorist and educator Marco Frascari, is “Ceilings and 
Dreams: the architecture of levity.”

Organizers of the symposium are asking for contemplations on 
the implications of ceilings and dreams, addressing any time 
period, culture or building activity that touches one or more of 
the following three areas:

• Reverie (theory)
• Suspense (materiality)
• Inversion (representation)

Symposium information and registration is available at 
http://jlacoe.wixsite.com/frascarisymposiumiii

http://www.lovequiltproject.org
http://jlacoe.wixsite.com/frascarisymposiumiii
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AIA Potomac Valley / Potomac Valley Architecture 
Foundation 5th Annual Golf Outing

Friday, May 12, 7:00a-2:00p
University of Maryland Golf Course, College Park, MD

Join us for the AIAPV/PVAF 5th Annual Golf Outing to raise 
funds for scholarships and architecture education in our area. It’s 
a great cause and a great day of fun and networking with others in 
the Metro design and construction industry.

Golf experience is not required. Just come out and have fun on 
the course, or participate without golfing at all. Be a spectator - 
cheer and jeer for the golfers on the course, then join in the fun of 
the awards lunch and raffle!

Our goal for this 5th Annual event is to raise $10,000 for the 
work of the Potomac Valley Architecture Foundation, a 501 
(c)(3) nonprofit supporting architecture education and public 
outreach. Thanks to our lead sponsor, Ernest Maier, and their 
manufacturing partners, 100% of your fees and contributions go 
directly to the educational work of PVAF. 

Help us reach this goal by rounding up your friends, colleagues 
and clients to hit the links. 

Register at 
www.eventbrite.com/e/aiapvpvaf-2017-golf-outing-
registration-32466371792

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/aiapvpvaf-2017-golf-outing-registration-32466371792
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/aiapvpvaf-2017-golf-outing-registration-32466371792
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New Members
Sarah R. Afragola, Assoc. AIA, O’Brien & Keane 
Harrison W. Blair II, Assoc. AIA, Michael Winstanley Architects

Planners
Panpan Cao, Assoc. AIA, Peter Fillat Architect 
Pejman Ebrahimi, Assoc. AIA, KGD Architecture  
Adrian King, AIA, King Architects 
Timo Lorenzen-Schmidt, AIA, Jacobs 
Joseph A. Superak, AIA, Corgan Associates 
Imanuel H. Tanudji, Assoc. AIA, Jacobs 
W. Kenneth Wiseman, AIA, Cannon Design

Upgrading Members
James Hazelton Mulligan, AIA, Architecture Inc. to Architect 
Valery A. Tessier, AIA, BOWA Builders, Inc. to Architect
Nicholas Germano, AIA to Emeritus 
Robert S. Larson, AIA to Emeritus 

New Partner
The Bilco Company – Friend level

www.bilco.com
370 James Street, New Haven, CT  06513
(203) 348-7541
Steve Weyel – SteveW@Bilco.com; (203) 934-6363 
Mike Tooney – MikeT@Bilco.com 

New Corporate Allied Professional
Sight & Sound Systems, Inc. 

www.SightandSoundSystems.com
23430 Rock Haven Way, Suite 150, Dulles, VA  20166
Douglas Galler – douglasg@sightandsoundsystems.com
(703) 802-6443 x1221

New Individual Allied Professional
Cynthia Murphy, CKBR
(703) 782 8778; Cynthia@murphysdesignllc.com

Membership Update

The AIA Conference on Architecture takes place in Orlando April 
27–29 focusing on the theme – ANTICIPATE – exploring what 
it means to anticipate need, challenge and change in architecture 
and design.

• FREE registration for new AIA members
     (for those who join between May 22, 2016 and April 29, 2017)
• Young professionals save an additional 30% 
• AIAS members and students attend for $25 
• Volunteer opportunities are available

volunteer@conferenceonarchitecture.com)

Information and registration is available at
http://conferenceonarchitecture.com

The Day Before A’17, Volunteer to Help Homeless 
Families with AEC Cares ‘projectOrlando’

This year, AEC Cares joins forces with the Coalition for 
the Homeless of Central Florida to renovate its Center for 
Women and Families. We’ll bring together more than 100 
industry volunteers to create a warmer and brighter space 
for homeless families.

AEC Cares projectOrlando will take place on April 26, the 
day before A’17 in Orlando. Volunteer here:

www.aeccares.com/#volunteer

Hiring or Looking for a Job?
The AIA Northern Virginia’s Online Job Board can help.

Chapter members can easily post job opportunities free of 
charge. And those looking for a job should regularly check 
the postings. Just visit the job board to get started:  

www.aianova.org/jobs.php

The Chapter also maintains a digital resume library. If you 
wish to include your resume, please send a PDF to 

aianova@aianova.org 
If you are hiring and would like to request the resumes we 
have in our library, just let us know at nd we’ll email you the 
resumes we have for the level of experience you need.

Another source for both employers and job-seekers is the 
National AIA Career Center:  

careercenter.aia.org

http://www.bilco.com
mailto:SteveW@Bilco.com
mailto:MikeT@Bilco.com
http://www.SightandSoundSystems.com
mailto:douglasg@sightandsoundsystems.com
mailto:Cynthia%40murphysdesignllc.com?subject=
mailto:volunteer@conferenceonarchitecture.com
http://conferenceonarchitecture.com
http://www.aeccares.com/#volunteer
http://www.aianova.org/jobs.php
mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://careercenter.aia.org
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Professional Practice

Virginia Town Hall Regulatory Action Notice – The following 
regulatory stages have been submitted for publication in the 
Virginia Register:

BOARD: Board of Housing and Community Development
AGENCY: Dept. of Housing and Community Development
CHAPTER: Virginia Fire Prevention Code (13 VAC 5-51)
ACTION: Update the Statewide Fire Prevention Code
STAGE: Proposed
COMMENT PERIOD: 02/20/2017 - 04/21/2017

For more information go to 
www.townhall.virginia.gov/l/ViewStage.cfm?StageID=7820

Celebrate National Architecture Week by submitting 
architectural sketches for AIA National’s Instagram – 

socialmedia@aia.org

Equity in Architecture Recommendations – AIA National 
has released the 2016 Equity in Architecture Commission 
Recommendations. See how you can get involved in creating 
change within our profession.

www.aia.org/press-releases/48906-equity-in-architecture-
commission-report-now

Blueprint for the Future: A Home for Everyone – The 
Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 
is pleased to announce a competition to design a home that meets 
affordability, sustainability and accessibility criteria.

www.vagovernorshousingconference.com/index.php/vaghc-
annoucements/blueprint-for-the-future-design-competition

March’s #AIAChat on Twitter: The Triumphs and Challenges 
of Being a Woman Architect 

https://storify.com/AIANational/aiachat-march-2017-women-
and-architecture

The AIA Home Design Trends Survey for Q4 of 2016 is now 
available. This report identifies emerging trends in kitchen and 
bath design, along with residential business conditions.

http://info.aia.org/AIArchitect/2017/0324/aia-interactive/index.
html

Principals, partners and other leaders of firms with a residential 
specialization are invited to join the AIA’s Home Design Trends 
Survey panel and share their knowledge. Complete this brief 
form and join. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HDTSjoin

The AIA has released the latest update to its State Economic 
Profiles, which help members make better business decisions 
and inform discussions on state and local policies. The State 
Economic Profiles contain economic indicators at the national, 
regional and state level (e.g., employment, construction starts).

https://www.aia.org/pages/3551-aia-state-economic-profiles

Make Better Business Decisions with AIA’s Updated Monthly 
Economic Indicators. 

www.aia.org/pages/3441-economic-indicators

Created for architects, component staff, engineers and municipal 
governments, the latest edition of the Disaster Assistance 
Handbook serves to aid anyone ready to brace for, and help after, 
a disaster.
Download Disaster Assistance Handbook and Quick Guide: 

www.aia.org/resources/70536-disaster-assistance-handbook

International Practice Committee shares 2017 Plan – The AIA 
International Practice Committee provides important information 
to industry members on foreign markets, trade, procurement and 
practice issues, as well as on the critical cross-cultural aspects of 
working in international venues. Find out what the committee is 
planning in 2017 and the resources it created in 2016.

www.dropbox.com/sh/i6tr2jnln2csgw8/
AADqHkpXGB3OqkiGLCYyaRyta?dl=0

The City of San Antonio and AIA San Antonio join with H-E-B, 
and The Gordon Hartman Family Foundation for a design 
competition to make San Antonio’s iconic City Hall accessible 
to all. “City Hall for All” challenges participants to design an 
accessible solution that meets historic preservation standards. 
The winning entry will receive a $20,000 prize. At least one team 
member must reside in Texas, or be formally enrolled in a Texas 
school. Registration closes April 3, submittals due June 30.

http://adadesigncompetition.org
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http://www.vagovernorshousingconference.com/index.php/vaghc-annoucements/blueprint-for-the-future-design-competition
https://storify.com/AIANational/aiachat-march-2017-women-and-architecture
https://storify.com/AIANational/aiachat-march-2017-women-and-architecture
http://info.aia.org/AIArchitect/2017/0324/aia-interactive/index.html
http://info.aia.org/AIArchitect/2017/0324/aia-interactive/index.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HDTSjoin
https://www.aia.org/pages/3551-aia-state-economic-profiles
http://www.aia.org/pages/3441-economic-indicators
http://www.aia.org/resources/70536-disaster-assistance-handbook
http://www.dropbox.com/sh/i6tr2jnln2csgw8/AADqHkpXGB3OqkiGLCYyaRyta?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/sh/i6tr2jnln2csgw8/AADqHkpXGB3OqkiGLCYyaRyta?dl=0
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KGD Architecture 
shares news: A 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was 
held for The 
Springs, a new 
104-unit affordable 
apartment in 
Arlington. Among 
those in attendance 
were Arlington 
County Board 

Chair Libby Garvey, County Board member Jay Fisette, County 
Manager Mark Schwartz, APAH Board Chair John Milliken and 
APAH President and CEO Nina Janopaul.

Huelat Davis I Healing Design is happy to share that Brian 
Champa, AIA has been promoted to the position of Associate. 
His exceptional leadership 
skills and experience have 
been recognized by peers 
and clients to the degree he 
has elevated Huelat Davis 
Healing Design to a new 
level. In addition, we have 
added some new talented 
staff to our architectural and interior design teams: Angela 
Barbarin, Senior Interior Designer; Gwen Bonnichsen, Junior 
Interior Designer; Stephanie Massmann, Interior Design 
Intern; Ariel Santiago, Architecture Intern; and Cassandra 
Yarborough, Administrative Assistant.

One year after relocating its practice from Alexandria to 
Arlington, HDR became the 7th LEED Platinum Certified 
interiors project in Virginia, acquiring 86 points - six points 
over the threshold. Managing Principal Steve Manlove recently 
penned a blog about their commitment to sustainable design, 
and also offered insights from their experience throughout the 
transition as an office. The blog post can be found here.

http://blink.hdrinc.com/our-journey-platinum-and-how-it-has-
helped-shape-who-we-are

The ACG Architects team is proud to announce the unveiling 
of our new website! Among many upgrades, we have refreshed 
the page design with an eye toward making the format friendlier 
to hand-held web viewing devices as well as regular computer 
screens. We have also added bios of ACG’s Founding Partners, 
Principals and Senior Associate, as well as added new images of 
our highlighted projects. Please visit 

www.acgarchitects.com

KGD Architecture presented global fenestration trends at the 
International Fenestration Forum in addition to a panel discussion 
on Energy Efficiency and Sustainability in Mumbai. The firm 
also hosted “Design for the Workplace: Return on Creativity” in 
partnership with Arlington County Economic Development and 
the Rosslyn BID. The event focused on the development of office 
designs that foster creativity plus how art and design are the key 
to attracting a competitive workforce. Read about it here.

http://www.rosslynva.org/feature/kgd-architecture1

Wiencek + Associates Architects 
+ Planners is excited to welcome 
Scott Matties, AIA, LEED®-AP 
as a Vice President. Scott brings 
more than 25 years of experience 
in the design and master planning 
of award-winning residential, 
commercial, institutional and 
mixed-use projects. He has 
tirelessly worked to improve 

quality of life through design for affordable housing and senior 
communities in the Washington metropolitan area. Active in the 
community and the profession, Scott served as 2014 President of 
AIA Northern Virginia, has lectured at DesignDC, Architectural 
Exchange East, and Catholic University, and currently serves on 
the Urban Design Committee for the Rosslyn BID and the Board 
of The Lee Highway Alliance. A native of Michigan, Scott has 
lived with his family in Arlington for more than 20 years.

On May 23, 2017 JMA Preservation, a division of MTFA 
Architecture, will be honored at DAR Constitution Hall as a 
DC Award for Excellence in Historic Preservation winner for 
the Cosmos Club’s Warne Ballroom Restoration. This award 
is cosponsored by the Historic Preservation Office, the DC 
Preservation League 
and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 
The house was designed 
by Carrère & Hastings 
with interiors by Jules 
Allard et ses Fils. It is 
individually listed on 
the National Register 
of Historic Places 
and designated as a District of Columbia Landmark. JMA 
Preservation evaluated, designed and administered the restoration 
of this Louis XV-style room, conserving as much historic fabric 
as possible while preserving the historic character of the room as 
it was from 1901-1915. 

HDR’s Architecture Practice led a planning workshop for 
George Mason University’s Arlington campus. “Envisioning 
the Future of the Arlington Campus” brought together students, 
faculty, staff and alumni, as well county staff, residents and 
businesses to explore various short and long term visions. 
Following a keynote address by AOL co-founder Steve Case 
emphasizing the importance innovation and entrepreneurial-based 
thinking, attendees participated in breakout sessions to review 
various aspects of planning, to include visibility and branding, 
transportation, facility needs and design issues, partnership 
models for funding, academic priorities, economic development, 
and housing. Videos from the presentation can be found here. 

http://facilities.gmu.edu/CampusPlanning/Planning2/Arlington.
cfm

Members are encouraged to submit news items for FYI:
aianova@aianova.org

FYI
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Calendar

AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org

AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar

AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/calendar

AIA Virginia Calendar -  https://www.aiava.org/events

Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events

March

Universal Design Solutions & New Technologies
March 29 | 12:00p | Vienna

ARE: Structural Systems
March 31-April 2 | Arlington

April

Women in Architecture Committee Meeting
April 3 | 6:00p | Arlington

Architecture at its Best: An Exhibit of Award-Winning Projects
April 9-15 | Alexandria

Architecture Week Book Displays
April 9-15 | Area Public Libraries

Walking Tour of Historic Old Town Alexandria
April 9 | 1:00p | Alexandria

Open House at Virginia Tech’s WAAC
April 9 | 1:00p | Alexandria

Sculpting Space: Connecting Art to Architecture
April 9 | 6:00p | Alexandria

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
April 10 | 4:30p | Alexandria

WIA Lecture Series: Resilience and Civic Culture
April 12 | 6:00p | Washington, DC

“Native Places” - Presentation and Discussion on Travel Sketches
April 13 | 6:00p | Alexandria

Family Activities at the Torpedo Factory
April 13 | 6:00p | Alexandria

Skyline Yoga
April 15 | 10:00a | TBD

Oatlands Historic House and Gardens Tour
April 15 | 10:00a | Leesburg

Architecture Scavenger Hunt for Children
April 15 | 1:00p | Alexandria

WIA Lecture Series: Resilient Design and the Environment
April 19 | 6:00p | Washington, DC

360 Mentoring General Session
April 19 | Arlington

Architecture Lab Committee Meeting
April 20 | 6:30p | Alexandria

Design Awards Committee Meeting
April 20 | 12:00p | Alexandria

WAAC Frascari Symposium III
April 21-22 | Alexandria

ARE Exam Series: 4.0 Vignettes
April 22 | 10:001 | Arlington

Young Architects Forum Brunch
TBD

AIA Conference on Architecture – A’17
April 25-29 | Orlando

http://www.aianova.org
http://aiadc.com/calendar
http://www.aiapv.org/calendar
https://www.aiava.org/events/
http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events/


1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9747      aianova@aianova.org      www.aianova.org

a
Chapter Partners

Supporter
Big Ass Solutions
   www.bigasssolutions.com
Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company
   www.pvbrick.com
Stantec
   www.stantec.com
  
Contributors
CADD Microsystems, Inc.
Interface Carpet
Lighting Environments
MechoShade Systems, Inc.
Mosaic Express Printing
Sherwin-Williams

Friends
Ames & Gough
Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.
Boral TruExterior Trim and Siding
Commercial Lighting Sales
John Coventry, Lighting Consultant
Goodwin Brothers Shades & Specialties
HGA Architects and Engineers
CM Kling + Associates
Marvin Windows + Doors
Modern Door and Equipment, Inc.
Moseley Architects
Spartan Surfaces
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