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Design Awards Submissions due June 15
The AIA Northern Virginia Design Awards program honors and celebrates our
members' commitment to design excellence and demonstrates to both clients and the
public, the availability of local award-winning firms and individuals dedicated to
providing outstanding architectural design and execution.
There are six award categories: Institutional Architecture, Commercial Architecture,
Residential Architecture, Commercial Interiors, Conceptual / Unbuilt Architecture, and
Historic Architecture. Submittals are due Tuesday, June 15, by 5:00p.
https://aianova.org/DA21/
This year we are expanding our focus on the AIA’s Framework for Design Excellence,
which moves us toward a zero-carbon, equitable, resilient, and healthy built
environment. Our awards program now requires that each project narrative address
continues on page 4

Design Awards Jury

Presidents & Fellows Scholarship Awarded

The Design Awards Committee is pleased
to announce that this year’s submittals will
be reviewed by juries from AIA Kansas
City. Thank you to Dawn Taylor, Executive
Director of AIA Kansas City, for all her help
in organizing this year’s jury.

by Charles Matta, FAIA
Presidents & Fellows Scholarship Jury

We will again convene two separate
juries, one for Institutional Architecture,
Commercial Architecture, and Commercial
Interiors and another for Residential
Architecture, Historic Architecture, and
Conceptual/Unbuilt Architecture.
We are pleased to announce our
distinguished jurors.
continues on page 4

AIA Northern Virginia's former presidents established the Presidents and
Fellows Scholarship Program in 2020, an annual scholarship stipend given to
a Virginia student of architecture. The criteria for nomination is: Any Virginia
resident, college sophomore and above, with financial need and showing promise,
who is enrolled in any School of Architecture in the State of Virginia, may be
nominated. The scholarship will support ONE student recipient a year.
The chapter's past presidents and fellows generously donated $1,700 to the program
during this inaugural year.
The chapter reached out to deans, program chairs, and professors from the architecture
programs in Virginia – Hampton University, University of Virginia, Virginia Tech’s
Washington Alexandria Architecture Center, and Virginia Tech Blacksburg – asking
each school to submit one nomination.
continues on page 4

AIA Northern Virginia News

President’s Letter

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER

by Manoj Dalaya, FAIA
AIA Northern Virginia President
With vaccination rates trending
upwards, our region is showing
signs of a revival of urban life.
Architecture firms in all regions
of the country reported increasing
billings for the second consecutive
month in April, which is the most recent data released by the
AIA. The data collected indicates that clients are not only talking
to architects about starting new projects but are also signing new
contracts. Although, the federal stimulus relief plan is expected
to continue to spur economic activity, economists are concerned,
as core inflation rose 0.9% in April, the largest increase of that
indicator since 1981, as reported in the Architectural Billings
Index (ABI) which is a leading economic indicator published by
the AIA.
The 2021 AIA Northern Virginia Design Awards Submittals are
due Tuesday, June 15, 5:00p. This is our opportunity to showcase
members' commitment to design excellence and demonstrates
to both clients and the public, that our region offers firms and
individuals dedicated to providing outstanding architectural
design and execution. This year we are expanding our focus on
the AIA’s Framework for Design Excellence, moving towards a
zero-carbon, equitable, resilient, and healthy built environment.
Debbie Burns, Hon. AIA announced in the last newsletter (page
4, https://aianova.org/pdf/newsletters/LX-1.pdf) that she will
retire in October after more than two decades of outstanding
service as the Executive Director of the chapter. The chapter has
engaged Helene Combs Dreiling, FAIA of The Three Aspens Ltd.
to lead the search for our new Executive Director. Helene has
provided professional executive search services for other AIA
chapters and will help us during this crucial time of transition.
This Executive Director search and placement represents a key
moment in the organization’s history. Building on Debbie’s
excellent tenure, our goal is to advance AIA Northern Virginia
to the next level of member service and public outreach. We
acknowledge that finding someone with Debbie’s dedication and
leadership skills is going to be a major challenge for our chapter.
Within our chapter’s boundaries we have many large companies
leading in education, health, cybersecurity, and defense. As
architects working with these companies, we can help our
immediate area, but also the larger region, in building a more
resilient, equitable and prosperous metropolitan area provided
we connect to our neighboring urban centers. We need to go back
to working from our offices, supporting local businesses, retail,
and restaurants. Cities bring us together, inspire us, and spur our
creativity. Leading this renewal is our challenge as we come out
of the throes of the coronavirus pandemic.

1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(703) 549-9747
aianova@aianova.org
www.aianova.org

Chapter Staff

2021 Board of Directors

Deborah Burns, Hon. AIA
Executive Director

Executive Committee

Lorin Boswell
Membership Director
Matt Shuba, AIA
Communications Director
AIA Northern Virginia News
is published four (4) times
yearly: January-March,
April-June, July-September,
and October-December by the
American Institute of
Architects Northern Virginia
Chapter, 1101 Duke Street,
Alexandria, VA, 22314,
703-549-9747.
Subscription for members
$15/year.
The views expressed in the
articles and advertisements in
AIA Northern Virginia News
are those of the authors and
may not reflect the official
policy of the AIA Northern
Virginia Chapter. No
endorsement of those views
or advertisements should be
inferred unless specifically
identified as the official policy
of the AIA Northern Virginia
Chapter.

Manoj V. Dalaya, FAIA
President
Sonia R. Jarboe, AIA
President Elect
April C. Drake AIA
Treasurer
Braden L. Field, AIA
Secretary
Joseph B. McCoy, AIA
Past President

Directors
Stephen W. Kulinski, AIA
Roland G. Lemke, AIA
Joshua A.W. McKenrick, AIA
Rebecca W. Mezny, AIA
Simone Saidel, AIA
Jay Scruggs, AIA
Charles J. Todd, AIA
Anh Tran, Associate AIA
Edward D. Weaver, AIA

AIA Virginia Directors
Karen M. Conkey, AIA
Eliza B. Engle, AIA
Christopher Kehde, AIA
Spencer E. Lepler, AIA
Maury S. Saunders, AlA
Stephen R. Wakeman, AlA

©2021 AIA Northern Virginia
2

AIA Northern Virginia News

Continuing Education Opportunities
AIA Conference on Architecture 2021
Held over four days, June 17, July 8, July 29, and August 19
The online conference features 50+ sessions, a keynote by José Andrés, networking, product
demos, and the opportunity to earn HSW, GBCI, RIBA, and AIA LU credits.
https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/schedule/
Economic Update: June 2021
June 24, 2:00p
Join AIA Chief Economist Kermit Baker for a discussion of the industry’s latest economic
data and firm response. Enhance your understanding of current rapidly-changing economic
conditions, and what they mean for your practice.Free. Offered by AIAU. .5 LU | Elective.
Registration required:
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/economic-update-june-2021
Designing for Fire Safety
June 29, 12:00p
When considering the building enclosure, fire safety is an important design factor and needs to be
considered hand-in-hand with energy code requirements. The NFPA 285 “Standard Fire Test Method
for Evaluation of Fire Propagation Characteristics of Exterior Non-Load-Bearing Wall Assemblies
Containing Combustible Components” is a common consideration with modern building assemblies
that use combustible materials. This presentation will review the history and scope of the NFPA 285 test
standard, and its adoption within the International Building Code (IBC). It will outline the criteria for
compliance, as well as identify triggers and contributors under the standard. The presentation will review
how the selection building components such as insulation, air/water resistive barriers and claddings, can
affect the fire performance of an assembly and identify solutions and common paths for compliance.
1 AIA LU | HSW. Offered in partnership with ECS Mid-Atlantic
https://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=2215
Post-Disaster Safety-Assessment Program (SAP) Training
July 9, 9:00a-4:30p
SAP training provides architects, engineers, and building inspectors with the knowledge to
provide evaluations of facilities and buildings in the aftermath of a disaster. Registrants will
receive a copy of the ATC-45 and ATC-20 manual.
6.5 AIA LU | HSW. Organized by AIA Virginia. $100 – $175. Register online.
https://www.aiava.org/event/post-disaster-safety-assessment-program-sap-training/
Unique Brick Architecture
July 22, 12:00-1:00p
Current trends in architecture include the desire to reintroduce traditional articulated detailing
concepts in a modern way. This course discusses the various types of features that can be
incorporated into anchored brick veneer, the limits of the prescriptive limits presented in
the Building Code Requirements for Masonry Structures (TMS 402), and general detailing
concepts to adapt these types of details to anchored brick veneer construction.
1.0 AIA LU | HSW. Organized by AIA Virginia. Free. Register online.
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6ZOTXRcRRb2adsKzUAvSeA

Committee Chairs
Architecture for Education
Meredith Ellinger, AIA
Jenine Kotob, AIA
Architecture Lab
Ravine Kassam, Associate AIA
Architecture Month
Joe McCoy, AIA
Communications
Anh Tran, Associate AIA
Community Service / Canstruction
Lisa Lettieri, AIA
Jay Scruggs, AIA
Design Awards
J. Paul Lewis, AIA
Charles Todd, AIA
Committee on the Environment
Matt Alexander, AIA
Fellows
Kathryn Prigmore, FAIA
Golf Tournament
Bill Conkey, AIA
Historic Resources
John Burns, FAIA
Honors & Nominations
Joseph McCoy, AIA
Legislative/Government Affairs
Eliza Engle, AIA
Schools Connections
Joshua McKenrick, AIA
Women in Architecture
Rebecca Pantschyschak, AIA
Anna Barbour, AIA
Katie Selis, AIA
Young Architects Forum
Lara Fada, Associate AIA
Saanika Lokre, Associate AIA
Toni Lem, AIA

Design a Zero-Carbon Future
AIAU’s newest courses can help you master new skills in sustainable design and design healthier,
more inclusive spaces. Learn novel techniques from leading experts on reducing embodied carbon,
creating equitable communities, responding to climate risk, exploring the adaptive reuse of existing
structures, and infusing core sustainability principles into all of your projects. Buildings contribute
about 40% of the world’s carbon emissions. With your help, we can design it to be 0%. Explore
AIAU’s new courses focusing on resilience, carbon neutrality, sustainability and related subjects.
https://aiau.aia.org/increase-equity-and-build-resilience-your-work
AIA Northern Virginia News
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Design Awards Submissions (Cont.)

Design Awards Jury (Cont.)

all 10 principles of the Framework and introduces a new award,
the Jurors’ Citation for Responsible Design, to recognize projects
that best exemplify these measures: Design for Integration,
Equitable Communities, Ecosystems, Water, Economy, Energy,
Well-Being, Recourses, Change, and Discovery.

Institutional Architecture, Commercial Architecture,
Commercial Interiors:

continued from page 1

The Framework is intended to be accessible and relevant for
every architect, every client, and every project, regardless of
size, typology, or aspiration. To learn more, visit the AIA’s
Framework site.
https://www.aia.org/resources/6077668-framework-for-designexcellence

Presidents & Fellows Scholarship (Cont.)

continued from page 1

After thoughtful deliberations by a jury of past presidents, the
inaugural recipient, Jarrett Thomas, a rising fourth year
student at Hampton University, was unanimously selected to
receive the scholarship.
Chapter president, Manoj Dalaya, FAIA, informed Jarrett and
congratulated him on behalf of the chapter.
In the nomination letter from Hampton University’s Department
of Architecture, Laura Battaglia, AIA, wrote:
“Jarrett is an outstanding candidate because of his ability to
approach design problems through a scientific and artistic lens
and because of his insatiable interest in the world around us….
In each course his project work was outstanding and served as an
example to his fellow classmates….Jarrett is extremely talented
and is suited to the profession of architecture where creative
STEM ideas are explored and tested in an iterative fashion."
The scholarship is being applied directly towards Jarrett’s tuition
for the 2021-22 academic year. The chapter board plans to invite
Jarrett to join us for the upcoming fall event so we can properly
congratulate him and introduce him to everyone.
Thank you to our jury: Joanne Goldfarb, AIA; Marlene Shade,
AIA; Charles Matta, FAIA; and Joseph McCoy, AIA.
Thank you to all who contributed to the scholarship fund in
2020-21. The second year of this program is now underway.
Please consider contributing to this scholarship program.
Contact the chapter for information at
aianova@aianova.org

continued from page 1

Diamond Bronson, AIA
Project Manager|Associate
Vice President,
HOEFER WELKER
After launching two small
businesses, including her
own design firm, Diamond
Bronson joined Hoefer
Welker in 2014. Bringing experience in sports,
commercial, civic, retail
and multi-family residential
design, she pivoted her focus at Hoefer Welker and became an integral part their Healthcare Design team’s Multiple Award Task Order
Contract (MATOC) group, successfully completing several multiphased projects for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
and several private sector healthcare projects all over the country.
She is an emerging leader within the firm’s Healthcare Studio and is
active in the Kansas City professional and philanthropic community.
Recognized as a future leader of the firm and the industry, Diamond
recently completed the AIA Kansas City Pillars Leadership Program
and served more than a decade as a member of the Kansas City Architectural Foundation (KCAF) Scholarship Committee.
Alex Ogata, AIA
Studio Director and Principal,
Populous
Alex Ogata is an educator, architect and Principal at Populous,
a global architecture and design
firm dedicated to the creation of
places where millions of people
come together to share incredible
experiences. As director of the
Populous Design Studio, Alex
leads a team formed specifically
to foster ideas of innovation and
push the boundaries of what is
possible. His team accomplishes
this by focusing on conceptual design, advanced technology and
applied research in close collaboration across the global Populous
network. A saying in the design studio is “sometimes we ignore the
facts to get at the fundamental truth.”
Alex has a unique and diverse background having practiced in
his native Peru as well as Italy and France, working the design of
major projects for San Francisco International Airport, the FBI and
the NNSA as well as a variety of civic, aviation, convention and
sports clients. As an educator, Alex has lectured at the University of
Kansas, Kansas State, Howard University and Washington University. His academic and design work has been recognized by grants &
awards from the Fulbright/IIE program, the SOM foundation and the
Shinkenchiku Design Competition.

continues on page 5
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Design Awards Jury (Cont.)
Kwame Smith, AIA
Principal, SFS Architecture
Kwame Smith, a principal with
SFS Architecture, has 16 years
of experience working on a wide
range of projects for clients across
several market types.
His enthusiasm for architecture that
promotes community and the wellbeing of the people it serves has
been a driving force in his career
and approach to design. This focus
on people influences his approach

to solving challenges and strengthens the relationships fostered
with his clients.
He takes particular pride in projects that have an “immediate,
direct and profound impact” on the communities they serve.
Many of his projects have been a story of revitalization and
repurpose. Kwame’s combination of creative and technical
knowledge spans all phases of design and implementation.
Elizabeth Amirahmadi, AIA
Principal/Owner, International Architects Atelier
Elizabeth
Amirahmadi,
AIA, is a
founding partner
of International
Architects Atelier
(IAA). She attended
the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln
where she received
both her Bachelor’s
and Master of Architecture degrees.
In 1988, Elizabeth and her husband founded IAA in Kansas
City, MO with the commitment to producing cohesive, forwardthinking solutions of timeless design and relevance within their
communities.
Over the past 30 years, Elizabeth has designed award-winning
cultural centers, higher education, and corporate projects both
within the Kansas City area and beyond. She’s proud to have
served for 10 years on the board of the Kansas City Municipal
Art Commission.

Residential Architecture, Historic Architecture,
Conceptual/Unbuilt Architecture:
Jeffrey Kloch, AIA
Principal, Hufft
Jeff is an Architect and
Principal with Hufft.
With over 15 years of
experience in the design and
construction industry, he has
led many AIA award winning
projects from start to finish.
His work largely consists of
large-scale mix-use, multifamily housing, hospitality,
and retail design. Many of these projects dot the Midwest as
well as the nation, with his work at firms in Boston and Kansas
City. Many of these projects have had a focus on historical
renovation or adaptive reuse. He enjoys learning from the past
and preserving it, but more importantly helping to make these
structures relevant for the present. Jeff believes that hard work,
critical thinking, and good design can enhance people’s lives. Jeff
holds a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Kansas.
Joy Coleman, AIA
Principal, TreanorHL
Joy Coleman has dedicated her career to the
preservation and reuse of
our cities’ iconic buildings, inspiring forwardthinking development and
community connectivity
wherever she goes. Her
contributions are evident
in higher education and
government facilities across Kansas, Missouri, and Colorado.
She has worked on projects ranging from the restoration of a
one-room schoolhouse to the phased design and restoration of a
state capitol. Early in her career, Joy worked for a large construction management department. That experience gave her a unique
understanding of how projects unfold from the owners’ point of
view. Coupled with extensive historic preservation experience,
she’s adept at building bridges between her own team of designers and the clients they serve. Among Joy’s myriad connections
and affiliations, she’s served on the Boards of Directors for the
Kansas Preservation Alliance, Missouri Preservation, and CREW
Kansas City (where she is a Past President).
Trudy Faulkner, AIA
Vice-President, STRATA Architecture + Preservation
Trudy Faulkner has gained a wealth of expertise, primarily in the
Midwest region, in the field of historic preservation. Her diverse
work experience includes adaptive reuse and new construction
projects with a specialty in designing for historically significant
buildings and contexts. She is especially adept at assisting clients

AIA Northern Virginia News
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WIA Communications Workshop: Difficult
Conversations, Negotiations and Disagreements
June 23, 4:30-6:30p

in pursuit of historic tax credits and at guiding them through
the associated review processes with local, state and federal
authorities. Trudy’s design sensibilities along with her technical
knowledge of the built environment have produced many successful and award winning projects. Her skills range from initial
concept drawings through construction documents, technical
survey of existing structures and report writing. She excels at
project management and working with contractors in the field to
create a positive, lasting impact in our community. Her extensive
knowledge includes every phase of the architectural practice from
planning and project management, to design and client collaboration through construction administration.
Joy D. Swallow, FAIA
Professor & Department Chair Emeritus, University of MissouriKansas City Department of Architecture, Urban Planning +
Design
Joy Swallow founded and
directed the Department of
Architecture, Urban Planning
+ Design (AUP+D) at the
University of Missouri-Kansas
City. Three degree programs
were housed in the department – Architectural Studies,
Urban Planning + Design
and Urban Studies. AUP+D
was honored in 2016 with the
Trustees Award for Community
Engagement at UMKC and in
2014 the Chancellor’s Award
for Community Engagement.
Named a 2011 AIA Fellow,
Joy was awarded the 2012 Leadership Award from the University
of Missouri System and Educator of the Year by the AIA Kansas City Chapter in 2009. Joy holds a Master’s of Architecture
and Certificate in Historic Preservation from the University of
Pennsylvania and a Bachelor’s of Architecture from Kansas State
University. She has practiced in the architectural profession in
Missouri, Kansas, Philadelphia, and Omaha.

This is the third and final workshop in the Women in Architecture
Communications Series.
This interactive class will explore strategies to diffuse conflict,
check emotions, focus the difficult conversations, and come
up with strategies for coping during tumultuous times in your
personal, public, and private lives. Participants will leave with
actionable steps to level up communication skills.
This workshop is presented by Jen Brown, founder of The
Engaging Educator, and sponsored by Shalom Baranes
Associates.
2 LUs. There is a $20 registration fee, with proceeds going to a
local scholarship fund. All are welcome to attend. Attendance of
prior communications workshops either in April or May are not
required to participate.
https://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=2275

Referral List System on www.aianova.org
In the interest of keeping our firm referral lists as current as
possible, we offer a sortable web-based interface. This allows
us to make changes much more quickly and has the added
benefit of allowing users to link directly to firms’ websites
from aianova.org. You can visit the database of firms here:

http://aianova.org/referral.php

Our listings can contain the following fields for each firm:
Firm Name, Address, Website, Contact Name, Contact
Email, Phone Number, Number of Personnel and up to five
practice areas.
If you would like to add or update your information, please
email us at:

referrals@aianova.org
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AIA Virginia Design and Honor Awards
AIA Virginia’s Awards for Excellence in Architecture recognize
outstanding design, built and unbuilt, from the past seven years.
Submissions are due June 24.
New and revised categories have been introduced this year:
Architecture, Contextual Design, Extended Use: Historic
Preservation Adaptive or Continued Use Continued Use of
Owner-Occupied Single-Family House: Following Renovation; Interiors; Residential, Small Projects with the following
sub-categories:
Up to $150K in construction cost
Up to $500K in construction cost
Under 2,500 square feet
Details are available at
https://www.aiava.org/2021-design-awards-call-for-entries/
AIA Virginia’s Honors Awards Call for Nominations is open
through July 1. Award categories include:
The William C. Noland Medal
The Architecture Medal for Virginia Service
The T. David Fitz-Gibbon Virginia Architecture Firm Award
The Virginia Emerging Professional Award
The Award for Distinguished Achievement
Honorary Membership
AIA Virginia Honors
The Test of Time Award
Details are available at
https://www.aiava.org/2021-honors-awards-call-fornominations/

AIA Honors & Awards Open for Submission
AIA Honors:
Due September 14
AIA/ACSA Topaz Medallion for Architectural Education
AIA Award for Excellence in Public Architecture
Associates Award
Collaborative Achievement
Edward C. Kemper Award
Honorary Membership
Whitney M. Young Jr. Award
Young Architect Awards
Due July 27
Architecture Firm Award
Gold Medal

Building Better Futures in Native American
Communities
June 15, 1:30-2:30p

Riverside Indian School, a high school in Anadarko, Oklahoma.
Source: MOA ARCHITECTURE

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and Bureau of Indian
Education (BIE) provide oversight of the planning, design
and construction of educational facilities on Native American
reservations utilizing the BIA School Facilities Design and Space
Guidelines as a template. These guidelines were developed
collaboratively by the BIA and MOA ARCHITECTURE in
Denver.
During this program, MOA Principal and Educational Planner
Jack Mousseau, AIA will discuss typical conditions and inequities
encountered in reservation schools prior to renovation or
replacement. He will address the development and intent of the
BIA School Facilities Design and Space Guidelines, providing
a brief overview of the documents, and will then review how
the guidelines function and the processes involved in the
development of reservation schools. Mr. Mousseau will share
the design outcome of several BIA schools resulting from the
guidelines as an illustration of their performance.
1 AIA LU | HSW. This free webinar is organized by the AIA
Northern Virginia Committee on Architecture for Education and
AIA Virginia.
https://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=2301

AIA Awards:
Due July 8 - Architecture and Twenty-five Year Award
Due July 15 - Design for Aging Review Awards
Due August 5 - Interior Architecture
Due September 5 - Regional & Urban Design
Learn more about all these awards:
https://www.aia.org/pages/11531-award-submissions
AIA Northern Virginia News
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Signs Signs Everywhere Signs:
Advertising Limitations for Architects
by Alison Mullins & Erin Metzger
Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP
Supporting Partner of AIA Northern Virginia
Advertising and marketing materials distinguish a firm’s
professional identity to the world. They also all serve as
continuous marketing. This includes your logo, business card,
letterhead, email signature and any other promotional materials.
While those statements may seem obvious, did you know that
the Virginia Board for Architects, Professional Engineers,
Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and Landscape
Architects’ (Board) Regulations and Virginia Law govern a
design professional’s promotional materials? To conform to
legal restrictions, maintain a high ethical standard, and to build a
consistent brand, this article includes guidelines for advertising
and any published materials for your professional services.
The Law
First and foremost, before you can advertise as providing
architectural services in Virginia, you and/or your firm must be
licensed by the VA Board of Architects.
VA Code § 54.1-406. License required.
A. … a person shall hold a valid license prior to
engaging in the practice of architecture or engineering
which includes design, consultation, evaluation
or analysis and involves proposed or existing
improvements to real property.
…
C. Any person, partnership, corporation or other
entity which is not licensed or registered to practice in
accordance with this chapter and which advertises or
promotes through the use of the words "architecture,"
"engineering" or "land surveying" or any modification
or derivative thereof in its name or description of its
business activity in a manner that indicates or implies
that it practices or offers to practice architecture,
engineering or land surveying as defined in this chapter
shall be subject to [prosecution and/or civil penalty].
The Regulation
18VAC10-20-770. Organization and styling of practice.
A. A firm shall offer or practice only the professions
shown on its board-issued registration.
B. Nothing shall be contained in the name, letterhead
or other styling of a professional practice implying a
relationship, ability or condition which does not exist.
Professional services that the firm is not properly
registered to provide shall not be included in the name.
C. An assumed, fictitious or corporate name shall
not be misleading as to the identity, responsibility or
status of those practicing professionals employed or
contracted by the registrant. Any advertisement, sign,
8
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letterhead, business card, directory, or any other form
of representation shall avoid reference to any service
that cannot be provided for under a resident responsible
person [i.e. the licensed professional at a firm that has
responsibility and control of the services rendered at that
office].
The Limitations
Although it seems obvious, it bears repeating: Do not advertise
that you can do a service that you are not licensed to do. Do
not publish or market for any services you cannot deliver. Only
promote the services that you and/or your business are licensed
and qualified to do.
It is the firm’s ownership and/or management’s responsibility to
ensure all employees understand and adhere to all restrictions
related to advertising. If one of you or your firm’s employees
fails to act within the legal limitations for marketing, both the
individual and the firm may be liable.
One specific example that comes to mind is a design professional
that was reported to the Board for “operating without a license or
certification” by a disgruntled former client. In its complaint to
the Board, the former client alleged that the individual employee
was posing as an architect on the firm’s website by stating that the
individual graduated from college with an architectural degree,
had worked at large architectural firms in the past, and was an
associate member of AIA. After an investigation, the Board
dismissed the former client’s complaint based on the following
findings of fact: (1) the individual employee never stated on
the website that they were an architect, (2) the individual had
graduated from college with an architectural degree, (3) the
individual had worked at large architectural firms in the past,
and (4) the individual was an associate member of AIA. Further,
the individual’s email signature block, signature block on the
contract, business card, and all other communications and/or
advertising materials made clear that they were acting in their
capacity as an officer of the firm – not as a licensed architect.
Can't you read the sign?
Signs, business cards, letterhead, your website, and your
voicemail are each a small piece that creates the whole picture of
who you are as a professional and as a firm. Advertising is more
than just published advertisements, so you must be aware of the
laws, rules and regulations that limit your marketing. By keeping
these guidelines in mind, you will not only succeed in avoiding
legal issues, but you will create cohesive, strong, and successful
branding.

Sketch Feature Returns

Signs Signs Everywhere Signs cont.
Alison Mullins is a Founding Partner at Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP,
www.smw.law, and is a Supporting Partner of AIA Northern Virginia
Chapter. She may be reached at amullins@smw.law or by calling 571620-1934. Alison focuses her practice on all aspects of construction
law. In particular, she often represents architects, engineers, and others
involved in the construction industry.

Imagine your favorite place....
Start sketching, begin to relax, and forget about the surrounding
chaos for a short while. We are bringing back our Sketch Feature
in the newsletter! So please share your sketches. Email them to
aianova@aianova.org.

Erin Metzger is the former Communications Coordinator/Legal Assistant
at Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP, www.smw.law. She received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications from George Mason
University. Her specialized communication skills and passion for writing
greatly aided in conveying the messages contained in this article.
This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice, but instead
as general commentary regarding legal matters. You should consult with
an attorney regarding your legal issues, as the advice you may receive
will depend upon your facts and the laws of your jurisdiction.

Empty Benches
Manoj Dalaya, FAIA
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Partner Highlights
Introduced last year, we are continuing our Partner Highlights in both AIA Northern Virginia News and BLAST. This feature introduces
you to our Chapter Partners and their products and services. We encourage you to get to know our partners and consider contacting
them for product information and services when practical, and please reference AIA Northern Virginia when you speak with them. We
thank you, our members, for your consideration and we thank our partners for their continuing support.

Integrity. Professionalism. Loyalty.
WE are a TEAM.
WE believe the attorney-client relationship extends beyond
the face of a legal issue. WE strive to develop an intimate
understanding of the client’s principles and what the client is
seeking to achieve as their desired outcome.
Alison Mullins primarily represents architects and engineers
in technical construction industry matters and advises clients
regarding risk management throughout the entire construction
project, from the conceptualization of the project and contract
negotiations, through post-substantial completion issues, and
everything in between.
Based in the City of Alexandria, and serving individuals and
businesses throughout Virginia, Washington D.C., and Maryland,
Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP provides comprehensive and
thorough legal advice across a broad spectrum of practice areas,
including: Design Professional, Construction, Business, Tax, Real
Estate, Land Use, and Estate & Trust.
Contact: Alison R. Mullins
amullins@smw.law
(571) 620-1934
https://smw.law

Rockfon provides customers with a complete ceiling system
offering, combining stone wool ceiling panels with suspension
grid systems, metal ceiling solutions, and now wood ceilings.
Our products help create beautiful, comfortable spaces. Easy to
install and durable, our ceiling system protects people from noise
and the spread of fire while making a constructive contribution
toward a sustainable future.
Contact: Patrick Blasi
Patrick.Blasi@Rockfon.com
(443) 960-0894
https://www.rockfon.com

ARE Prep Series Ends in July
One Remaining Session for 2021:
July 17 – Construction and Evaluation, 10:00a-3:00p
Organized by our Young Architects Forum, our award-winning
ARE series takes place online. Visit our ARE Prep page for
additional information and to register. Be sure to register no later
than 5:00p on the Tuesday prior to each session.
https://aianova.org/are.php

Follow AIA Northern Virginia
on Facebook

facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter

twitter.com/aianova
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CRAN Looking for Members
The Capital Area CRAN (Custom Residential Architect’s
Network) is looking for AIA Northern Virginia members
interested in joining our tri-chapter committee. We meet every
other month and organize local events for residential architects.
If interested, please contact Janet Bloomberg, FAIA, at
janet@kube-arch.com.

AIA Northern Virginia News

Learn More about the AIA Film Challenge
The AIA Film Challenge 2021 invites you to share your story
about architects partnering with civic leaders and communities to
design a zero-carbon, resilient, healthy, just, and equitable built
environment.
Produce a 1:30- to 3-minute short film on any device for your
chance to win up to $7,000, plus recognition by the architecture
and film communities.
Register today
https://aiafilmchallenge.org/
Organized by the Baltimore Architecture Foundation (BAF),
Doors Open Baltimore is a free citywide festival of architecture
and neighborhoods and will include both in-person tours and
virtual events throughout October.

Then to learn more about getting started, attend a webinar on
June 24 to learn more about key dates, official rules, how to
submit, and more! RSVP at
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
Qa0PtYA3QcG7a1cuVLWdgw

Themes will include Arts Districts & Main Streets, Olmsted
Parks and Landscapes, Celebrating Diverse Designers, and AIA
Baltimore’s 150th Anniversary.
For more information, visit
www.doorsopenbaltimore.org

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Show Us Your Work!
We are looking for projects to publish in this newsletter and
BLAST. We offer three features to showcase our members’ work:
On the Boards - Featured Projects - Sketches
On the Boards -- Each issue of AIA Northern Virginia News
features a project currently “on the boards” being designed by
chapter members. These can include theoretical, conceptual and
unbuilt projects or projects currently in the planning or design
phase. Submissions should include a project description of 150250 words and at least four images at print resolution. Include
project name, location and photographer credit, where needed.

We will generally publish work on a first-come, first-served basis.
Photos and images may be resized or cropped to fit the formatting
and it may be necessary to edit the description. Please let us know
if you wish to review any changes before publication.
To submit for any of these features, just email all material to
aianova@aianova.org

Featured Projects -- Each issue of BLAST features a recently
completed project designed by a chapter member. Submissions
should include a project description of 150-250 words and at least
four images. Include project name, location and photographer
credit.
Sketches -- Sketches is a feature in AIA Northern Virginia News
showcasing the artistic talents of our members. We encourage
you to share your sketches. Please send high resolution images of
one to five sketches with brief captions and information on how
we should credit you, the artist.
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Thanks for sharing!

On the Boards
Persimmon Tree Road House
Potomac, MD
Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
This new house and gallery, located on
a two-acre lot in Potomac, Maryland, is
designed for an art collector. The project
is organized around a linear art gallery,
defined by two 140’ long concrete walls
with a translucent ceiling. The space
becomes the primary viewing area for the owner’s art collection and a circulation extension, connecting the main house with ancillary
spaces. A 28’ high tower clad in perforated stainless steel signifies the point of arrival and initiates a path toward the gallery.

Access into the main house is through
the gallery into a space ending with a
reflecting pool. This leads you into a
double height living room. The house is
positioned so that long landscape views
from the living room are magnified
and the adjacent covered terrace and
swimming pool are easily accessible.
Located on the second floor of this
volume are the master bedroom suite and
a children’s bedroom suite. The ancillary
spaces on the first floor, accessible from
the gallery, include an office and guest
bedrooms.
In the composition, various materials are used to articulate the
volumes. The main house is clad in Shou Sugi Ban wood siding
and fiber cement panels. The office volume, the guest bedroom
volume, and the structure nearest the swimming pool are rendered
in Corten steel panels. As previously noted, the entry tower is clad
in perforated stainless steel and the gallery is defined with the long
concrete walls.
The project ultimately becomes an arrangement of simple volumes
clad in varying materials organized around two concrete walls.
Movement through the spaces is carefully considered in the design
and is orchestrated to provide moments of pause and reflection
and moments that are active and dynamic. The water elements and
the natural landscape actively participate in these experiences.
AIA Northern Virginia News
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AIA Member Benefits
(that you might not know about)

Advice to Help Plan a Safe Return to the Office
Is your firm prepared? Whether you’re planning your firm’s
return to work or working with clients to reopen their offices,
look to AIAU for guidance. This collection of courses – including
a live course on June 23 – will help you prepare a transition back
to the office with expert advice on virus transmission, hybrid
workplaces, HR and legal considerations, and more.

Making a Plan to Return
Earns 1 AIA LU / HSW / RIBA
Rachel Zsembery, AIA, principal at Bergmeyer, leads a case
study course that examines the pros and cons of the design
collaborative’s return-to-work strategy.
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/making-plan-return

Live course! June 23 – How Hybrid Are You? A Frank
Consideration of Your Post-Pandemic Workplace
Earns 1 AIA LU / HSW / RIBA
Leading workplace designers and behavioral consultants from
SmithGroup, Herman Miller, PLASTARC, and RS&H will
discuss hybrid work environments in the A/E industry and
progressive solutions that reinforce autonomy and belonging and
challenge our concept of workspace.
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/how-hybrid-are-you-frankconsideration-your-post-pandemic-workplace

Is Your Firm Prepared? Business Continuity Planning for
Architects
Earns 1.5 AIA LUs / RIBA
Six seasoned architects from Eskew+Dumez+Ripple,
Perkins+Will, Gensler, Climate Adaptation Partners, unabridged
Architecture, and AIA Orange County share business continuity
best practices to reduce disruptions and respond quicker to threats
and opportunities.
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/your-firm-prepared-businesscontinuity-planning-architects

Strategies for Safer Buildings
Earns 1.5 AIA LUs / HSW / RIBA
Architects and experts from the Centers for Disease Control,
Brookings, Penn State, and more discuss hard-won lessons
learned from the COVID-19 pandemic, the latest science around
airborne transmission, and what it means for the future of design.
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/reimagining-america-strategiessafer-buildings

Returning to Work: HR Considerations
Earns 1.25 LUs / RIBA
Creating a return-to-work philosophy looks different for every
business. Management consultant Deb Cohen offers guidance to
help you develop yours or advise your clients.
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/returning-work-hr-considerations
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Professional Practice
World Deaf Architecture (WDA) is hosting its annual WDA
Symposium July 29-30 featuring a keynote by Karen L.
Braitmayer, FAIA, Principal, Studio Pacifica and the recipient
of the 2019 Whitney M. Young Jr. Award. Also, AIA Northern
Virginia member, Christopher Hoffmann, Associate AIA, will
be moderating a Student & Young Professionals Roundtable
discussing challenges, opportunities, and career goals.
The free symposium will be held online and ASL interpreting and
captioning services will be provided. For information, email
info@worlddeafarchitecture.org
2021 COTE Open Forum – This year’s virtual forum, on June
24, 3:30-5:00p, will examine how architects can pursue climate
action and climate justice through advocacy, commitments,
electrification, and resilience.
Come for an interactive discussion and actionable takeaways!
https://www.aia.org/events/6391163-2021-cote-open-forum
Sustainability Action Plan – AIA offers a guide to creating a
Sustainability Action Plan that can transform your firm. From
firm best practices to worksheets that connect to the Framework
for Design Excellence, this guide will help you develop and
implement a Sustainability Action Plan, regardless of your firm’s
expertise around sustainability concepts.
https://www.aia.org/resources/6385445-creating-asustainability-action-plan-that
Fellowship Website Opens June 29 – Architects who have made
significant contributions to the profession and society and who
exemplify architectural excellence can become a member of the
AIA College of Fellows. 2021 nominations are due October 5.
https://www.aia.org/awards/7076-fellowship
For many years, AIA Northern Virginia has maintained a Resume
Library and happily shares resumes with firms that are looking
to hire. Currently, we have very few resumes and many firms
looking to hire. So please feel free to email your resume to us.
aianova@aianova.org
International Archive of Women in Architecture (IAWA)
Kristine Fallon Prize – This prize encourages research about
the important contributions made by women at large firms. Work
submitted should be recently published, within the last 5 years.
Submissions are due December 1, 2021.
https://iawacenter.wixsite.com/iawa/fallon-prize
Call for Submissions: 2021 AIA Upjohn Research Initiative
Grants – The Upjohn program funds up to six research grants
annually for projects relevant and applicable to practicing
architects and correlate to the priorities outlined in AIA’s Climate
Action Plan. Submission deadline is September 1, 2021.
https://www.aia.org/pages/11911-aia-upjohn-research-initiative
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2018 Virginia Codes in effect July 1 – Stay up-to-code with the
latest building safety requirements. 2018 Virginia code books are
available from the International Code Council.
Virginia Construction Code
Virginia Residential Code
Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code
Virginia Existing Building Code
Virginia Energy Conservation Code
Virginia Plumbing Code
Virginia Mechanical Code
Virginia Fuel Gas Code
Virginia Maintenance Code
Virginia Building and Fire Related Regulations
International Fire Code
https://shop.iccsafe.org/state-and-local-codes/virginia.html
2021 Virtual Northern Virginia Housing Expo – This expo on
affordable housing is organized by the cities of Alexandria and
Falls Church and the counties of Arlington, Prince William and
Loudoun, and Virginia Housing. It features monthly workshops
designed to educate participants about affordable housing in
Northern Virginia and related topics and resources.
These free public events will be virtually available the entire year
of 2021.
www.NoVaHousingExpo.org
2020 CODAawards Virtual Exhibition – The internationally
acclaimed CODAawards celebrate the projects that most successfully integrate commissioned art into interior, architectural, or
public spaces. Traditionally displayed at the Octagon, the
CODAawards exhibition will be hosted on the Architects Foundation website this year.
https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/current-exhibitioncodaawards/
Professional Practice 101: A Compendium of Effective
Business Strategies in Architecture
This updated edition, written by AIA DC member, Andrew
Pressman, FAIA, renders accessible the art and science of
contemporary architectural practice. With its unique focus on
links between design thinking and practice, this third edition
brings an inspiring and fresh perspective to the myriad issues
involved in successful architectural practice.
Topics covered include: ethics, social responsibilities, and
obligations to the environment; design firm types, culture, and
leadership; financial, project, and time management; service
and project delivery; leveraging emerging technologies;
entrepreneurial business models and business development; legal
issues including AIA contract document analysis; collaboration
and negotiating with clients and stakeholders; and practice-based
research
https://www.routledge.com/Professional-Practice-101-ACompendium-of-Effective-Business-Strategies/Pressman/p/
book/9781138506879
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FYI
buildings. A respected voice in the industry, she held guest
lectureships at the College of Charleston and the University of the
District of Columbia, and she has published articles on historic
rehabilitation, energy standards and sustainability, affordable
housing, and tax credits for historic structures. Bringing her
extensive experience with preservation and historic real estate
to her role at Hoffmann Architects, Ferguson demonstrates a
passion for supporting building owners through the challenges of
restoration, rehabilitation, and building asset management.

Our chapter’s Spring Social was held on May 12. A wonderful
time was had by all!
Hoffmann Architects, an
architecture and engineering firm
specializing in the rehabilitation
of building exteriors, announces
that Katherine M. Ferguson
has joined the Virginia office
as Business Development
Manager. With a Master of
Science in Historic Preservation
and a Bachelor of Science
in Marketing from Clemson
University, Ferguson brings
a dual perspective to client
relationships, with appreciation for pragmatic considerations
alongside an educated understanding of best practices for historic

MODE4 Architecture welcomes
Damien Williams to the team
as an Architectural Associate.
A graduate of the University
of New Mexico with both his
Bachelor of Arts and Master of
Science degrees in Architecture,
Damien gained experience in
exhibition design, retail design,
as well as residential and
commercial architectural design
in Albuquerque, Minneapolis/
Saint Paul, and New Orleans.
Damien’s love for design is
shown through his exceptional
skills with AutoCAD, Revit, Rhinoceros3D, Grasshopper3D,
V-Ray and the Adobe Creative Cloud Suite. Bringing to life
clients dream homes in incredible 3D models and renderings.
The firm looks forward to Damien’s passion for architecture and
ability to bring ideas and concepts to life.

Membership Update
New Members
Sneha Arikapudi, Assoc. AIA
Elder Arreortua, Assoc. AIA
Carlos T. Colunga, Assoc. AIA
Adam P. Compton, AIA
Jasmine B. Cornileus, Assoc. AIA
Laura C. Escobar, Assoc. AIA, Ritter Norton Architects
Jeremiah Fordham, AIA, Wiencek + Associates Architects +
Planners
Alyssa M. Gordon, Assoc. AIA
Natasha M. Graves, Assoc. AIA, Jacobs
David Gurak, Assoc. AIA, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Heather D. Harris, Assoc. AIA
Alvia Howard, Assoc. AIA, Federal Aviation Administration
Anca Iorgoveanu, Int'l Assoc. AIA
Ana M. Jimenez, Int'l Assoc. AIA
Kevin L. Johnson, Assoc. AIA, Mark G. Anderson Consultants
Farah D. Karimi, Assoc. AIA
Matthew D. Lee, AIA, Hord Coplan Macht
18

Yi Li, Assoc. AIA
Beatrice D. Moulin, Assoc. AIA, KTGY Architecture + Planning
Yousef I. Nawas, AIA, Jacobs
Joseph N. O'Toole, AIA, Hord Coplan Macht
Mikhail M. Payson, AIA
Marc Prisco, AIA, Bowers Design Build
Jesse Quezada, AIA, HGA
Samuel C. Robinson, Assoc. AIA, KGD Architecture
Lauren Sughrue, Assoc. AIA, Maginniss + del Ninno Architects
Randall Y. Sylvertooth, Assoc. AIA, Booz Allen Hamilton

Upgrading Members
Elizabeth A. Diseati, AIA, Kulinski Group Architects, PC to
Architect
John W. Elliott, AIA, Architecture Incorporated to Architect
Abi E. Kallushi, AIA, HGA to Architect
Susy Mungia Mikhail, AIA, 4 Ideal Design to Architect
Carolyn M. O'Toole, AIA, Studios Architecture to Architect
Elizabeth R. Parry, AIA, MTFA Architecture to Architect

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Chapter Partners

Calendar
For a full listing of upcoming events, visit our chapter calendar at
https://aianova.org

Supporters:
C.H. Briggs

www.CHBriggs.com

June

Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company
www.pvbrick.com

Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP
www.smw.law

Contributors:
CADD Microsystems
Mosaic Express Printing
T.W. Perry

14 | AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting, 4:30p
15 | Design Award Submissions Due, 5:00p
15 | Building Better Futures in Native American Communities,
1:30p
17 | AIA Conference on Architecture 2021
23 | WIA Communications Workshop: Difficult Conversations,
Negotiations, and Disagreements, 4:30p
25 | Design Awards Committee Meeting, 12:30p
29 | Designing for Fire Safety, 12:00p
July
8 | AIA Conference on Architecture 2021
12 | AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting, 4:30p
17 | ARE Exam Series: Construction and Evaluation, 10:00a
19 | Committee Chairs Planning Meeting, 5:00p
22 | CAE Meeting (Committee on Architecture in Education),
12:00p
23 | Design Awards Committee Meeting, 12:30p
29 | AIA Conference on Architecture 2021

Friends:
Ames & Gough Insurance/Risk Management, Inc.
Arch Resources, Inc.
C.M. Kling + Associates
DesignPay / AffiniPay
E.E. Reed Construction – East Coast, LLC
ECS Mid-Atlantic
Lee/Shoemaker PLLC
Loewen Windows and Doors
Marvin
Moseley Architects
Pella Mid-Atlantic
Rockfon
Western Window Systems

Upcoming Events:
August 19 – AIA Northern Virginia Design Awards Celebration
August 19 – AIA Conference on Architecture
Virginias Calendar
https://inform-magazine.com/events/

Hiring or Looking for a Job?

The AIA Northern Virginia’s Online Job Board can help.
Chapter members can easily post job opportunities free of
charge. And those looking for a job should regularly check
the postings. Just visit the job board to get started:

www.aianova.org/jobs.php

The Chapter also maintains a digital resume library. If you
wish to include your resume, please send a PDF to

aianova@aianova.org

If you are hiring and would like to request the resumes we
have in our library, just let us know at nd we’ll email you the
resumes we have for the level of experience you need.
Another source for both employers and job-seekers is the National
AIA Career Center:

careercenter.aia.org
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AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org
AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar
AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/calendar.php
AIA Virginia Calendar - https://www.aiava.org/events
Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/calendar

