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Honor Awards Presented at the Autumn Social

continues on page 6

Chapter Elects 2021 Leadership

While we were unable to celebrate our 
Honor Award recipients in person this year, 
we did host our first virtual Annual Meeting/
Autumn Social. The highlight of the event 
was the presentation of our Award of Honor, 
the highest award given by the Chapter to a 
member who has demonstrated outstanding 
levels of professional influence and activity 
over a sustained period of time. 

We were delighted to present this award to 
Robert M. Gurney, FAIA.

Bob was recognized for his outstanding 
body of work, for his studio which has 
trained many, and for his long-standing 
dedication to AIA Northern Virginia. From 
the early days, when his firm shared space 

Robert M. Gurney, FAIA,
Recipient of the AIA Northern Virginia Award of Honor

with the Chapter House on Patrick Street, Bob has been an active and supportive 
member. Long-time friend, colleague, and office mate on Patrick Street, David 
Jameson, FAIA, presented Bob with the Award of Honor.

To see this presentation and the entire Awards Program and Annual Meeting, please 
visit the Chapter’s YouTube Channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQm94ltWyN5Tw2Mr6LUwn9Q

Interschool Student Design Conversation:
Vote for People’s Choice!

In light of the monumental national and global events of 2020, the Interschool 
Student Design Competition was re-envisioned for this year as the Interschool 
Student Design Conversation. Architecture students from The Catholic University of 
America, Howard University, Morgan State University, The University of the District 
of Columbia, University of Maryland, and Virginia Tech came together virtually 
over one weekend in September to address some of the most significant issues we 
currently face. They were asked to summarize their discussions and responses to the 
Conversation’s prompts through student-created videos. The prompts are listed below, 
and we invite you to see the results of our student participants’ in-depth conversations, 
and vote for the 2020 People’s Choice Award Winner.

Please feel free to share with your colleagues and broader design network – we’d 
like to get this as wide a distribution as possible to celebrate what our student 
teams accomplished. Voting ends December 25!
 
Watch student videos here:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPIdUEDrDqwWD8TF6XIgrhLc4-Lqvedjj

continues on page 7

While this year our 2021 Chapter elections 
were held virtually before the Autumn 
Social, we announced the winners during the 
event. Congratulations to our newly elected 
chapter leadership:

Executive Committee:
President – Manoj Dalaya, FAIA
President Elect – Sonia Jarboe, AIA
Treasurer – April Drake, AIA
Secretary – Braden Field, AIA
Past President – Joseph McCoy, AIA

http://www.aianova.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQm94ltWyN5Tw2Mr6LUwn9Q
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLPIdUEDrDqwWD8TF6XIgrhLc4-Lqvedjj&data=04%7C01%7Catran%40littleonline.com%7C57f16aad70db4fad8b3e08d89ad8936e%7Ca71a8c7bd9b245e6a8776559ae2a5ff3%7C0%7C1%7C637429602290899292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=smhrj2ZSVa0yHDYj%2BUpq2rHjvtt3I9LJez7dJ%2BZLdiM%3D&reserved=0
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by Joe McCoy, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President

continues on page 4

In my first letter to you back in 
February I wrote about how I 
was pleased to be inheriting the 
president role from a long line of 
dedicated colleagues and would 
be leading a well-run and service-
oriented professional organization 
with a strong sense of mission. I 
eagerly shared my enthusiasm and 
energy with the board and committee chairs at the start of the 
year and we were all set to collectively move into what promised 
to be one of strongest and most productive years yet for our 
chapter. A few months later, of course, we all found ourselves 
thrust into unknown territory with a world-wide pandemic 
causing us to cancel programs, physically isolate ourselves from 
each other, and all but abandon the kind of connections and 
collaboration we have come to know through membership in AIA 
NoVA. This is not how I thought this year would go.

In our first virtual board meeting on what was then this new 
platform called “Zoom” we collectively began discussing how we 
would adapt to the new circumstances and creatively find ways 
to stay connected, provide education, and generally support each 
other professionally. We didn’t know at the time, of course, that 
nine months later we still would not be back to normal operations 
and that planning and budgeting for the coming year would be 
heavily impacted by a destructive disease and the economic chaos 
it helped create. We also didn’t know that within a few weeks our 
nation would be upended by stunning acts of racial violence and 
a long-due collective reckoning that our society has not been a 
place of equality for many people for quite a long time. And the 
issues we carried over with us into 2020 of political polarization, 
an urgent need for response to climate change, and a push to be-
come more relevant as a profession through advocacy in all level 
of government became even bigger and increasingly difficult 
challenges to address.

Architects are an interesting bunch, though, and the past several 
months have shown that we are more than capable of creative ad-
aptation. We have been able to retain a sense of community when 
we couldn’t gather in person, we have continued to offer robust 
and engaging programing, we have continued to 
recognize and showcase the outstanding work of our members, 
and we have wrestled with the legacy of racial inequality in 
our own profession while challenging ourselves to bring about 
meaningful change that will result in a more inclusive profession 
enriched by the diverse contributions of its members.

As we close out this year together I am again pleased with the 
state of our chapter and optimistic about the prospects of what is 
to come. Our board retreat last month demonstrated that we 
continue to be energetic and enthusiastic about crafting 

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aianova.org
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Continuing Education Opportunities

An Architect’s Guide to Sound Isolation
December 16, 12:00-1:00p

Program Outline:
    Define noise and STC Ratings
    Describe various products for sound isolation
    Outline basic design guidelines and describe what needs to appear on construction documents
    Compare and contrast Viper Stud STC rated assemblies
Organized by AIA Virginia. Earn 1.0 AIA LU|HSW. Free 

https://www.aiava.org/event/an-architects-guide-to-sound-isolation/

CRAN (Custom Residential Architects Network Knowledge Community) – Design Build Bluff
December 16, 1:00-2:00p

Part of an AIA series from CRAN® which offers insights to advance practice in this challenging 
and evolving environment. The series was created to offer an interesting and informative set of 
online presentations in place of the in-person symposium which was to be held in October. 1 LU

https://aiau.aia.org/cran-virtual-seminar-series

Tips and Tricks for Using the AIA Contract Documents Online Service
December 16, 2:00-3:00p

Join AIA Contract Documents staff as they review some best practices in creating documents 
and organizing your projects in the online service, including customizing templates, avoiding 
common formatting issues while editing offline, enabling digital signatures, working with 
project data, and more! Whether you are a beginner in the online service or just looking to better 
familiarize yourself with the features and best practices, this free webinar will equip you with 
the knowledge you need to create, organize, and distribute your contracts with ease. There will 
be a live Q&A session, so come with questions for the online service technical support staff.

http://acdpages.aia.org/WBN-2020DecemberBestPractice.html?utm_source=AIA-Chapters

Understanding Poly-Ash Trim and the other Categories of the Exterior Trim Market
December 17, 11:30a-1:00p 

This webinar offers an examination of the relatively new Poly-Ash category of exterior 
trim products and how they compare to other types of trim, specifically around the areas of 
installation, longevity, maintenance, and sustainability. Presented by Matthew Proutt with 
Boral Building Products Inc. and  facilitated by Ed Messick with Barrons Lumber Company.  
Organized by the AIA Potomac Valley CRAN Committee for Capital Area CRAN (Custom 
Residential Architects Network). 1 LU|HSW. Free for AIA members.

 https://aiapv.org/meetinginfo.php?id=335

Biophilic Illusions
February 11, 12:00p

 
Investigate our instinctive attraction and connection to nature, identified as Biophilia, as 
attendees explore the ways that our lives are dependently and beneficially intertwined with 
nature. Review research documenting the positive outcomes of natural environments on human 
health and explore the 14 patterns of Biophilic Design, and how integrating nature’s attributes 
into architecture enlivens biophilic engagement. This virtual event is presented by Rebecca 
Clemens of Sky Factory. 1 LU|HSW – AIA, USGBC, and IDCEC credit offered. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcuyqqTotGdEVQkux7ljh2IFgHTKXi4HI 

https://www.aiava.org/event/an-architects-guide-to-sound-isolation/
https://aiau.aia.org/cran-virtual-seminar-series
http://acdpages.aia.org/WBN-2020DecemberBestPractice.html?utm_source=AIA-Chapters
https://aiapv.org/meetinginfo.php?id=335
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcuyqqTotGdEVQkux7ljh2IFgHTKXi4HI
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continued from page 2
President’s Letter (Cont.)

Architectural Billings Remained Stalled 
in November

programing and services for our members and are continuing to 
look for new and creative ways to engage in advocacy, com-
munity service, and public outreach. Your incoming president, 
Manoj Dalaya, FAIA, is bringing energy and sense of purpose to 
his new position, complimented and supported by a board, com-
mittee chairs, and dedicated chapter staff – all with the common 
goal of realizing a strong, relevant, and meaningful organization 
of creative professionals. 

Thanks to all for your efforts and working together over this year 
and for the honor of serving as your chapter president.
Sincerely,
Joe McCoy

While architectural billings failed to show much progress during 
October, signs of improving business conditions at firms have 
emerged, according to a new report from the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA).

The pace of decline during November accelerated from October, 
posting an Architecture Billings Index (ABI) score of 46.3 from 
47.5 (any score below 50 indicates a decline in firm billings). The 
pace of inquiries into new projects slowed, but remained positive 
with a score of 52.0, however the value of new design contracts 
dipped back into negative territory with a score 48.6.

“In previous design cycles, we typically haven’t seen a straight 
line back to growth after a downturn hits,” said AIA Chief 
Economist, Kermit Baker, Hon. AIA, PhD. “The path to recovery 
is shaping up to be bumpier than we hoped for. While there 
are pockets of optimism in design services demand, the overall 
construction landscape remains depressed.”

Key ABI highlights for November include:
• Regional averages: Midwest (50.1); West (48.3); South (46.7); 
Northeast (38.7)
• Sector index breakdown: multi-family residential (52.2); mixed 
practice (49.5); commercial/industrial (47.5); institutional (41.9)
• Project inquiries index: 52.0
• Design contracts index: 48.6

The regional and sector categories are calculated as a three-month 
moving average, whereas the national index, design contracts and 
inquiries are monthly numbers.

To learn more about recent economic developments impacting 
design and construction, visit AIA’s website.

https://www.aia.org/resources/10046-architecture-billings-
index-abi

Honor Awards (Cont.)
continued from page 1

Outstanding Achievement Award to Al Cox, FAIA 

Al was honored for his 
continuing service to the Chapter 
and his dedication as an architect 
in public service. Al has been 
an active leader having served 
as Chapter President and on the 
Board of Directors; as chair of 
the Historic Resources, Honors 
and Nominations, and Fellows 
committees; and for organizing 
and leading our famous 
Alexandria Walking Tour.

Outstanding Achievement Award to Eliza Beth Engle, AIA

As our Legislative/Government 
Affairs Committee Chair, we 
recognized Eliza’s efforts in 
organizing multiple virtual Town 
Halls this year to engage members 
in defining and discussing 
important issues, to be used as the 
basis for conversations with local 
government officials in 2021. In 
addition, we honored Eliza as a 
Chapter leader, having served as 
both a Northern Virginia and Virginia director, as well as past 
chair of our Women in Architecture Committee. 

Distinguished Leadership to Joseph B. McCoy, AIA

Joe has been an outstanding Chapter 
President this year! He gracefully 
and adeptly dealt with many 
unexpected issues. He lead the 
Chapter as we moved to all virtual 
events, made sure we still celebrated 
Architecture Week, organized a 
series on Dismantling Racism and 
Discrimination in the Architecture 
Profession, helped to write the 

Virginia Architects Joint Statement on Racial Injustice, and 
made sure our Design Awards, Autumn Social, and board retreat 
were still held. Most importantly, Joe kept everyone inspired, 
encouraged, and optimistic.

Service to the Chapter to John A. Burns, FAIA

John was recognized for his long-
standing dedication to the Chapter, 
having served as a Director on the 
AIA Virginia Board for 10 years and 
as Chair of the Historic Resources 
Committee for seven years and 
counting. In addition, he has been an 
amazing volunteer for the Chapter and 
the profession as a whole.

https://www.aia.org/resources/10046-architecture-billings-index-abi
https://www.aia.org/resources/10046-architecture-billings-index-abi
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Honor Awards (Cont.)

Service to the Chapter to Sydney M. Huibregtse, Associate 
AIA; J. Paul Lewis, AIA; Marium Rahman, Associate AIA; 
and Charles J. Todd, AIA

We were all impressed with the work of this year’s Design 
Awards Committee pivoting from a large celebration to an online 
event. 

As co-chairs Charles and J. Paul reenvisioned a new program, 
from organizing a distant jury to creating a virtual celebration 
that reaches an ever-expanding audience on YouTube. With this 
new format, graphics became an even more crucial element to the 
program. 

Thanks to the talents of Sydney and Marium, they created a 
wide-range of graphics, from the Call for Entries to the numerous 
PowerPoints for each category.

AIA Northern Virginia Chapter Award to Alison R. Mullins, 
Esq. with Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP

In recognition of all Alison does for 
the Chapter and the profession as a 
whole…teaching our ARE class for 
years, regularly writing legal articles 
for the newsletter, presenting to the 
ELA class, and advising us as we 
update our governance documents…
we thank her for inspiring and 
influencing the architecture profession 
in Northern Virginia. 

Charles J. Todd, AIA & J. Paul Lewis, AIA
Sydney M. Huibregtse, Associate AIA & Marium Rahman, Associate AIA 

Award of Special Recognition to Laura K. Lewis

Laura was recognized for her 
continuing support of our Design 
Awards Program, always first to 
arrive and last leave the event, 
always helping wherever needed. 
We especially appreciate Laura for 
stepping up this year as the voice of 
our Design Awards presentation and 
our sponsor spotlights as we moved to 
a virtual platform.

Craftsmanship Award to Dan Lepore & Sons Company

Nominated by MTFA Design + Preservation, Dan Lepore & Sons 
Company was recognized for outstanding craftsmanship for their 
work on the Folger Shakespeare Library, which won an Award of 
Excellence in the Historic Category in this year’s Design Award 
program, as well as for their many other projects. The company 
has also worked on the restoration of the exterior façade at the 
Corcoran Gallery of Arts and the stabilization of the Renwick 
Hospital Ruins on Roosevelt Island in New York City. 

Folger Shakespeare Library
MTFA Design + Preservation
Photograph © Prakash Patel

Our award recipients received custom awards designed by Matt 
Harwood, an artist at the Torpedo Factory in Alexandria.

Congratulations to all our 2020 AIA Northern Virginia Chapter 
Award recipients!!!

View our Awards Program and Annual Meeting on the Chapter’s 
YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/
channelUCQm94ltWyN5Tw2Mr6LUwn9Q

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQm94ltWyN5Tw2Mr6LUwn9Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQm94ltWyN5Tw2Mr6LUwn9Q
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Autumn Social Celebrates Achievements

Congratulations to the newly licensed members of our Chapter. 
In the era of COVID-19, they were still able to complete their 
licensure.

   Laura E. Albert, AIA
   Kenneth Cheston, AIA

   Melissa T. Colombo, AIA
   Kelley Davies, AIA

   Dana E. Evans, AIA
   Deanna Kohnstam, AIA

   Mani K. Kordestani, AIA
   Jenine S. Kotob, AIA

   Quinn MacKenzie, AIA
   Cheryl K. Moy, AIA

   Susan Scarlet-Macaw, AIA
   Sean Haislip, AIA

Congratulations to our new Fellow, Kenneth Wiseman, FAIA, 
with Cannon Design. Ken is known worldwide for his award-
winning designs of sports facilities and has had a profound 
impact that building type. Congratulations on an outstanding 
achievement!

ARE Scholarship Recipients

AIA Northern Virginia’s ARE Scholarship is intended to 
recognize an Associate AIA member who has made significant 
contributions to the profession at an early stage of their career 
and to encourage their pursuit of licensure. 

This award recognizes that the cost of testing is a common 
obstacle for emerging professionals pursuing licensure and 
supports a deserving member to allow them to focus on passing 
the six divisions of the Architectural Registration Exams. This 
scholarship covers the cost of all six exams, which is typically 
over $1,400. 

This year, our Chapter chose to provide this scholarship to two 
recipients!

Congratulations to Lara Fada, Associate AIA and 
Mario Rodriguez, Associate AIA!

continued from page 1
2021 Leadership (Cont.)

Chapter Directors: Stephen Kulinski, AIA; Roland Lemke, AIA; 
Joshua  McKenrick, AIA; Rebecca Mezny, AIA; Simone Saidel, 
AIA; Jay Scruggs, AIA; Charles Todd, AIA; Anh Tran, Associate 
AIA; and Edward Weaver, AIA

AIA Virginia Directors: Karen Conkey, AIA; Eliza Engle, AIA; 
Christopher Kehde, AIA; Spencer Lepler, AIA; Maury Saunders, 
AIA; and Stephen Wakeman, AIA

Thank you to T.J. Meehan, AIA and John A. Burns, FAIA as they 
conclude their terms.

Thank You to Our 2020 Autumn Social Sponsors

Local Advocacy Days are Coming Soon!

by Eliza B. Engle, AIA
Legislative/Government Affairs Committee

AIA Northern Virginia’s Legislative/Governmental Affairs 
Committee is getting ready to engage members and increase its 
ranks. Following up on the popular Local Advocacy Town Halls 
held in July and the Membership Advocacy Survey taken prior 
to that, we are creating an email list and will be sending more 
information about our upcoming Advocacy Days soon.

The plan is to ‘meet’ (most likely virtually given the ongoing 
pandemic) with local legislators in the four jurisdictions 
where the majority of our members live and work in: City of 
Alexandria, City of Falls Church, Arlington County, and Fairfax 
County.  Prior to our meetings we will hold a virtual Advocacy 
workshop to give our members the tools and resources to make 
these initial ‘meetings’ go smoothly with the goal of introducing 
our profession, and all that we have to offer, as a resource to 
our legislators. If you are interested in participating in the Local 
Advocacy Days or would like to just learn more about this 
Committee, please send us an email at 

aianova@aianova.org

Follow AIA Northern Virginia

on Facebook 
facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter 
twitter.com/aianova

https://www.chbriggs.com/
https://www.pvbrick.com
https://www.eereedeast.com/
mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/aianova
http://twitter.com/aianova
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 Vote for People’s Choice here:
https://forms.gle/wbmFPhXGBqF3Kwfx9

Conversation Starters:
 
Prompt Option 1
A Conversation related to the Institutions around the 
PRACTICE of Architecture:  

A dissection of the ways we teach, learn, practice, and our own 
disciplinary structural inequities and biases.

Architecture as a discipline – from the profession and practice to 
licensure and education – is entrenched with bias. How can the 
next generation of Architects change the discipline to be more 
just, diverse, and inclusive? What specific aspects and practices 
within our institutions should be transformed? What aspects are 
missing from the institutions that regulate Architecture? Please 
speculate on the next generation of the discipline – from the 
profession and practice to licensure and education – and propose 
ideas.
 
Prompt Option 2
A Conversation related to the Institutions around the 
EDUCATION of Architects: 

A dissection of the ways we teach and learn.
 
How can architectural education be revolutionized to be more 
just? The education of an Architect is entrenched with bias. From 
curriculum and studio culture to the licensure process, we must 
reckon with the educational systems that have been built to fortify 

ISDC: Vote for People’s Choice (Cont.)
continued from page 1

the ‘profession.’ How can we dismantle the institutional injustices 
baked into the modes of architectural education? How can the 
next generation of architectural education be different? What 
are changes you can imagine in the short, medium, and long 
term that address the role of Architects in social justice and the 
built environment – ensuring a more just, diverse, and inclusive 
education and ultimately profession? What specific aspects and 
practices within our institutions should be transformed? What 
aspects are missing from the institutions that educate future 
Architects? Please speculate on the next generation of education 
and propose ideas.
 
Prompt Option 3
A Conversation related to the PRODUCT of Architecture and 
the Built Environment: 

A more traditional inquiry of how the built environment affects 
social justice.
 
The built environment is entrenched with bias. From the ways we 
pursue and procure work, to the design process and construction, 
Architecture is a complicit agent in the construction of an unjust 
built environment. How can the next generation of Architects 
change the built environment and the built environment process 
to be more just, diverse, and inclusive? What specific parts of 
the built environment should be transformed? What aspects 
are missing from the conception, design, and execution of 
Architecture? What are changes you can imagine in the short, 
medium, and long term that address the role of Architects in 
social justice and the built environment? At what spatial scales 
do Architects need to operate upon? Please speculate on the next 
generation of built space and propose ideas.

Year End Charitable Contribution

This year the board has taken action to expand our own existing 
scholarship programs and make contributions to scholarships by 
affiliated organizations that support architecture students with 
financial need. These programs are vital to supporting the next 
generation of architects and helping ensure that no one is left 
behind solely due to lack of financial resources. We look forward 
to continue expanding our chapter’s support of scholarships and 
invite each of you to participate in this effort and help amplify the 
impact we can have.

If you are considering an end-of-year personal charitable 
contribution, the AIA Northern Virginia Community Outreach 
Fund might be a good option. Our chapter has a 501(c) (3) 
fund for charitable contributions to help support scholarships 
and public outreach programs. The fund is managed by the 
Virginia Foundation for Architecture under a fiscal agreement 
with our chapter and allows individuals to make tax-deductible 
contributions towards specific chapter programs. Donations 
can be directed for Scholarships, Public Outreach, or left 
undesignated and will be applied where needs are the greatest.

Contributions to the fund are by check, made out to “The Virginia 
Foundation for Architecture, Inc.” In the memo line, write “AIA 
Northern Virginia Community Outreach Fund.” You can also 
indicate a particular use on this line, for example, “scholarships,” 
“public outreach,” or general fund. 

Please mail your check to:
The Virginia Foundation for Architecture, Inc.
Attn:  Penny Fletcher
2501 Monument Avenue
Richmond, VA 23220

Please include your name and address to receive an 
acknowledgement letter for tax purposes from the Foundation.

https://forms.gle/wbmFPhXGBqF3Kwfx9
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No License = No Fees 
by Alison Mullins
Shannon Mullins & Wright LLP

The Virginia Code section that governs 
Architects, Professional Engineers, Land 
Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and 
Landscape Architects (APELSCIDLA) 
requires that a person MUST have a valid 
license before practicing architecture or 
engineering in Virginia. Any person or 
company who holds themselves out to 
be an Architect or Engineer, or practices 
architecture or engineering, without a 

license is subject to discipline. It should come as no surprise 
that such disciplinary actions are not taken lightly, as the main 
purpose of the regulations and licensing requirements are to 
ensure the “health, safety, and welfare of the general public.”

One major deterrent from performing architecture or engineering 
without a license is the inability of an unlicensed person and/
or company to enforce the terms and conditions of a contract 
for services. This includes the lack of ability to enforce payment 
provisions. Although some may believe that a recent court case 
allowing an unlicensed contractor to sue to enforce the payment 
by a client under a contract, that decision does not extend to 
design professionals.

Recent Unlicensed Contractor Case
Contractors in Virginia are subject to similar licensing rules and 
regulations as design professionals. However, a Virginia Circuit 
Court recently allowed an unlicensed contractor to sue to collect 
$385,000.00 for the defendant’s custom-built home. The court 
reasoned that the builder’s mistake concerning the status of his 
contractor’s license was a good faith mistake. The applicable 
regulation governing contractors specifically provides a good 
faith exception, which provides that an unlicensed contractor 
may enforce a contract if the work was substantially performed 
in good faith and the contractor did not have actual knowledge 
of the licensing requirements. In the end, although the court 
allowed the unlicensed contractor to maintain the lawsuit, 
a jury eventually found for the unlicensed contractor. The 
damages awarded to the unlicensed contractor were $5,839.47 – 
approximately 1.5% of the damages sought in the case. 

Design Professional Regulations Distinguished
No similar good faith exception exists in the regulations 
governing APELSCIDLA in Virginia. In fact, in 1955 the Virginia 
Supreme Court held that the APELSCIDLA regulation in place 
at the time, and predecessor to the current code, made it such that 
an unlicensed engineer could not recover on the contract because 
failing to get a license made the contract “illegal and void.” The 
Court said that licensing statutes are “police regulation[s] and not 
revenue measure[s],” and that where a licensing statute operates 
as a police regulation, a contract made by an unlicensed person 
is “void and unenforceable.” The code sections referred to above 
are applicable to design professionals and are considered to be 
such “police regulations.” 

In 1989, thirty-four years later, the Virginia Supreme Court held 
that a real estate broker not licensed in Virginia could not recover 
for services performed in Virginia. The court was interpreting the 
real estate broker’s equivalent to a design professional’s licensing 
regulations. Thus, upholding the 1955 unlicensed engineering 
ruling.

Conclusion
The more recent Virginia court case allowing an unlicensed 
contractor to sue on the contract is the exception, and certainly 
not the rule. The code sections and caselaw being distinguished 
primarily by the “good faith” exception in the contractor’s statute. 
Therefore, the courts will continue to enforce the long-held 
principle of common law that unlicensed design professionals 
cannot seek to enforce a contract.

Alison Mullins is a Founding Partner at Shannon Mullins & Wright 
LLP, www.smw.law, and is an Allied Professional Member of AIA 
Northern Virginia Chapter.  She may be reached at amullins@smw.
law or by calling 571-620-1934. Alison focuses her practice on all 
aspects of construction law. In particular, she often represents architects, 
engineers, and others involved in the construction industry.

Alison also wishes to thank her law clerk, Samantha Lewis, a 3rd-
year law student at George Mason Law School for her research and 
assistance in the preparation of this article.

This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice, but instead 
as general commentary regarding legal matters. You should consult with 
an attorney regarding your legal issues, as the advice you may receive 
will depend upon your facts and the laws of your jurisdiction.

Economic Impact of COVID-19: 
December 17 Update

The next Architecture Billings Index comes out on December 16. AIA Chief Economist, Kermit Baker, Hon. FAIA, will walk you 
through the latest data and its impact on firms at his monthly webinar on December 17, 2:00p on AIAU.

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to great uncertainty at architecture firms. In this series, AIA Chief Economist Kermit Baker, Ph.D, 
Hon. AIA walks you through the latest developments and economic data and discusses the impact it is having on firms, and how they 
are responding so far. Time will be allotted for questions and discussion.

Enhance your understanding of current rapidly-changing economic conditions, and what they mean for your practice.
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/economic-impact-covid-19-december-2020-update

http://www.smw.law
mailto:amullins@smw.law
mailto:amullins@smw.law
https://aiau.aia.org/courses/economic-impact-covid-19-december-2020-update
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Solving Pandemic Challenges – 
Pro-Bono Proposed Work 

Rumble in the Jungle

by Eliza B. Engle, AIA
Legislative/Government Affairs Committee Chair and
AIA Northern Virginia PAC Champion

Thank you to all who contributed to the AIA Virginia PAC 
challenge in an effort to win $1,000 from AIA Virginia to support 
our Architecture Week activities. Unfortunately, we failed to win 
for the third year in a row, losing to the AIA Central Virginia 
component. While we increased the number of members who 
participated to 43, we needed about 7% participation to win (at 
least 81 of our 1,178 members). I am happy to report that 100% 
of our local Northern Virginia Board, along with all of the AIA 
Virginia Directors, invested in the PAC this year! 

While I realize that this has been a very hard year for all (I lost 
my job in July but, thankfully, got another one in September) I 
really appreciate the ‘participation’ because that is what we are 

by Carrie Parker, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Senior Associate at Cannon Design

The COVID-19 pandemic has had an immeasurable impact 
on our communities, not least of which, a lack of confidence 
in the safety of our community outreach centers, businesses, 
schools, and modes of transit necessary for returning to work 
and school. The presence of airborne and surface pathogens 
outside the home is creating fear and uncertainty throughout the 
Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia (the DMV) population 
over whether our environments are safe. The question is, how do 
we begin to address the issue and facilitate a safe return to these 
vital spaces?

Connected DMV, an initiatives-based, charitable 501(c)
(3) organization that works with regional organizations across 
the DMV, has kicked off a Safe Environments pilot program 
in order to instill public confidence in the health and safety 
of where we live, work, and play. Connected DMV’s 
mission is to drive ongoing improvements to social, digital, 
and physical infrastructure and focuses on initiatives that 
span local jurisdictions and require public-private-academia-
community collaboration to best achieve the dual objectives of 
enduring economic health and social equity.

In partnership with cutting-edge solution providers, Connected 
DMV is leveraging innovations in UV lighting, HVAC systems, 
surface coatings, and diagnostics to restore confidence in the 
health safety environments of critical facilities, community 
centers, and transportation systems.  As the initiative leader, 
Connected DMV is coordinating the identification of pilot 
locations, arranging for the evaluation of deployment sites, 
facilitating and seeking grant funding for the sites, overseeing the 
installation of solutions, evaluating the efficacy of the mitigation 

technology, and telling the story of the efforts so that residents 
can develop greater confidence in the safety of our community.

Additionally, Connected DMV is assisting in the incorporation 
of clean technologies in new building design and construction by 
engaging with developers, property managers, and design firms in 
studying environmental safety standards for buildings that have 
been inconsistent across jurisdictions and challenging for the 
public to understand. Further, the Safe Environments initiative 
is exploring how entities are incentivized to upgrade facility 
management contracts to utilize highly effective innovation.

Accelerated deployments for the initiative will span eight weeks, 
with priority for community outreach centers, and education 
such as a K-12 school, a place of worship, food bank, and a 
senior living community. These pilot projects will improve 
public awareness and confidence regarding environmental risk 
and mitigation, accelerate and reduce the recovery period, and 
increase readiness in the event of future pandemics.

Where can this community come together and assist in this 
important endeavor? We are looking for organizations that can 
be potential roll-out locations to express interest in participating 
in the pilot. We want to hear from you and the organization how 
capacity regulations are formulated, and if the efficacy of clean-
tech can be demonstrated, is there a way to increase capacity 
limits in these businesses? 

If you are interested in contributing to a multi-jurisdiction, multi-
discipline working group to discuss standardizing clean-tech 
and to brainstorm ways on how to advocate for regulatory relief, 
please reach out to Carrie Parker, AIA at 

cparker@cannondesign.com
a current co-chair of the Buildings and Urban Design Solutions 
Group with Connected DMV.
For more information please visit 

https://www.connecteddmv.org/ 

trying to create, a community of investors to support legislation 
that affects architects in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Just to remind you of our ‘wins’ last year:
• Passed legislation (SB 658) which makes the "duty to defend" 
language in indemnification clauses against public policy. This 
requirement is often not insurable. (2020)
• Passed legislation (HB 1300 + SB607) to provide for a 15-
year statute of limitation for design and construction projects 
performed for the Commonwealth of Virginia. Including public 
institutes of higher education. (2020)

Thanks again to everyone for their efforts! We’ll beat them next 
year!

mailto:cparker@cannondesign.com
https://www.connecteddmv.org/
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2020 James M. Scott Exceptional Design Awards
Winning Projects 

The James M. Scott Exceptional Design Awards program 
recognizes outstanding planning and design projects recently 
completed in the county. 

The program is sponsored by the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors and administered by the County's Department of 
Planning and Development in cooperation with the County 
Architectural Review Board and the AIA Northern Virginia 
Chapter. 

The Potomac School, Spangler Center for Community and Athletics 
Cannon Design 
Photograph © Sam Kittner

3347 Sheffield Court 
Cook Architecture 
Photograph © John Cole

Awards of Honor:
Cook Architecture for 3347 Sheffield Court
CannonDesign for the Potomac School, Spangler Center for 
Community and Athletics

Awards of Merit:
Cunningham | Quill Architects for the Divine House
Stantec Architecture for the Inova Mather Proton Therapy 
Center

Honorable Mentions:
KUBE architecture for the HI-LO house
Shalom Baranes Architects for Leidos Global Headquarters
FOX Architects for KeyW 
HGA for Fairfax County Herndon Station Parking Garage 
Hughes Group Architects for Burke Lake Golf Facilities

Learn more about the program and view images of the winning 
projects on the awards website.

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/
exceptional-design-awards

AIA Awards Currently Open for Submission

AIA/ALA Library Building Award – Due January 12
Every year, the AIA is proud to partner with the American 
Library Association/Library Leadership and Management 
Association to honor the best in library architecture and design. 
This is the only award that recognizes entire library structures 
and all aspects of their design.

Small Project Awards – Due January 15
These awards highlight exemplary small projects that are modest 
in budget and size. Small Project Awards are given in three 
categories, offering opportunities for recognition to a wide range 
of project sizes and budgets. 

Education Facility Design Awards – Due January 19
This awards program, sponsored by the Committee on 
Architecture for Education, provides an opportunity to engage in 
critical evaluation and experimentation, not as an end in itself, 
but in the context of clients and their needs. 

Information on all three awards programs is available on the AIA 
website.

https://www.aia.org/pages/11531-award-submissions

AIA Virginia State Advocacy Month

by Eliza B. Engle, AIA
Legislative/Government Affairs Committee

While AIA National is actively involved in federal advocacy 
efforts, they are encouraging local and state components to 
engage in advocacy as well. 

The AIA Virginia Advocacy Advisory Council is planning for 
an Advocacy Month with various State Legislators, tentatively 
planned for this coming May. 

The goal of this inaugural event is to familiarize state lawmakers 
with the architecture profession and issues that are important to 
architects, similar to the goals of our chapter’s local advocacy 
efforts. 

If you are interested in being involved with this state endeavor, 
please email Corey Clayborne.

cclayborne@aiava.org.

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/exceptional-design-awards
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/exceptional-design-awards
https://www.aia.org/pages/11531-award-submissions
mailto:cclayborne@aiava.org
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Show Us Your Work!

We are looking for projects to publish in this newsletter and 
BLAST. We offer three features to showcase our members’ work:  

On the Boards   -   Featured Projects   -   Sketches

On the Boards -- Each issue of AIA Northern Virginia News 
features a project currently “on the boards” being designed by 
chapter members. These can include theoretical, conceptual and 
unbuilt projects or projects currently in the planning or design 
phase. Submissions should include a project description of 150-
250 words and at least four images at print resolution. Include 
project name, location and photographer credit, where needed.

Featured Projects -- Each issue of BLAST features a recently 
completed project designed by a chapter member. Submissions 
should include a project description of 150-250 words and at least 
four images. Include project name, location and photographer 
credit.

Sketches -- Sketches is a feature in AIA Northern Virginia News 
showcasing the artistic talents of our members. We encourage 
you to share your sketches. Please send high resolution images of 
one to five sketches with brief captions and information on how 
we should credit you, the artist.

We will generally publish work on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Photos and images may be resized or cropped to fit the formatting 
and it may be necessary to edit the description. Please let us know 
if you wish to review any changes before publication. 

To submit for any of these features, just email all material to 
aianova@aianova.org

Thanks for sharing!

AIA Offers K-12 Activities Online 
Whether building forts, learning about their hometowns, or 
studying core design principles, students discover what it means, 
and what it takes, to be an architect. 

Through design-based activities, students learn critical thinking 
skills and nurture their creativity while gaining a richer 
understanding of their potential to shape the world around them. 

Visit the AIA’s K-12 Initiatives page for engaging design-based 
lessons and activities for educators, parents, and students.

https://www.aia.org/resources/154816-k-12-initiatives

Recognizing that 2020 has been a challenging year and that many 
are apprehensive about 2021, the AIA Northern Virginia Board 
voted to reduce chapter dues for 2021. This reduction rolls back 
dues amounts to our 2018 level for Architects and our 2016 level 
for Associates.

You have probably already received your renewal invoice from 
AIA. It's fast and easy to renew your membership online, by 
phone, or mail. Learn more about the options at

https://www.aia.org/pages/151796-renew

Please know that dues installment plans are available and allow 
you to pay your dues in monthly installments. New members 
can take advantage of 15 for 12, getting the rest of this year free 
when they join now for 2021. The AIA also offers complimentary 
membership for New Grads. You can learn more about these 
incentives at 

https://www.aia.org/pages/22941-current-aia-membership-
incentives

It’s Membership Renewal Time

AIA supports architects from their first job, to licensure, and 
beyond with a strong community, valuable resources, and so 
much more. AIA helps new grads succeed with up to 18 months 
of FREE membership. And, students can pre-join now to 
automatically become a member upon graduation. 

Membership benefits include ARE Prep, scholarships, one 
of the industry’s best job boards, salary information, and a 
local network no matter where they move – and that’s just the 
beginning.

Learn more on the AIA website
https://promotion.aia.org/new-grad-landing-page

Free Membership for New Grads!

Hiring or Looking for a Job?
The AIA Northern Virginia’s Online Job Board can help.

Chapter members can easily post job opportunities free of 
charge. And those looking for a job should regularly check 
the postings. Just visit the job board to get started:  

www.aianova.org/jobs.php

The Chapter also maintains a digital resume library. If you 
wish to include your resume, please send a PDF to 

aianova@aianova.org 

If you are hiring and would like to request the resumes we 
have in our library, just let us know at nd we’ll email you the 
resumes we have for the level of experience you need.

Another source for both employers and job-seekers is the National 
AIA Career Center:  

careercenter.aia.org

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
https://www.aia.org/resources/154816-k-12-initiatives
https://www.aia.org/pages/151796-renew
https://www.aia.org/pages/22941-current-aia-membership-incentives
https://www.aia.org/pages/22941-current-aia-membership-incentives
https://promotion.aia.org/new-grad-landing-page
http://www.aianova.org/jobs.php
mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://careercenter.aia.org
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On the Boards

Greengate Park
Herndon, Virginia
KASA

This unbuilt addition to an existing 
office complex, designed for a local 
developer and building owner, proposes 
to reconnect and centralize two existing 
office buildings in Northern Virginia. By 
inserting a dynamic, multi-use, interior 
and exterior entry and amenity volume, 
the previously hidden entry is called 
out and celebrated, while providing the 
building tenants a variety of new amenity experiences such as interior seating and lounging areas, exterior gardens and gathering 
spaces, direct exterior connection with leased offices, and a new interior/exterior fitness experience. 

The architecture is designed with the existing buildings in mind, borrowing the striking and dynamic crystalline geometries of the 
two office volumes on both sides of the new addition. Accentuated by a piercing, angular entry volume with natural light flowing in 
from all sides, the new addition creates an origami-like folded plane, where both above and below it are usable, interconnected public 
spaces which simultaneously tie the interior and exterior together, and also create a new center of gravity for everyday tenants and 
visitors alike. 

This design solution originates in a desire for an active, healthy, and open lifestyle for its office tenants and community members. By 
creating a node along the existing walking path, the addition provides an opportunity for community gathering and well-being. The 

design is comprised of a simple single, vegetated roof plane, 
cooling the entry volume below, and minimizing the components 
to concrete, glass, and earth.
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Welcome to our new feature – Partner Highlights – which will introduce you to our Chapter Partners and their products and services. 
This feature will periodically appear in both BLAST and AIA Northern Virginia News. We encourage you to get to know our partners 
and consider contacting them for product information and services when practical, and please reference AIA Northern Virginia when 
you speak with them. We thank you, our members, for your consideration and we thank our partners for their continuing support. 

Partner Highlights

C.H. Briggs

C.H. Briggs is one of the largest independently-owned and diverse distributors of specialty 
building materials in the country.  Since Harry and Georgeanna Briggs first started the 
business in 1967, C.H. Briggs has grown into a thriving third-generation business. Under 
the leadership of Julia Klein, C.H. Briggs is now one of the top women-owned building 
supply companies in the country, providing construction and design professionals with 
products and solutions that help them build positive experiences for people at home, at 
work and in their community.
 
Today, C.H. Briggs is proud to be the preferred sourcing partner for creators and users of 
commercial and residential interior building supplies of all kinds. This vision is supported 
by a core set of values that drive everything they do:
Integrity, Commitment, Excellence, Innovation.

Contact: 800-355-1000
customercare@chbriggs.com

AIA Member Benefits
                                           (that you might not know about)

Blueprint for Better

Launched in October, the AIA’s Blueprint for Better campaign 
features expanded content underlining that, when it comes to 
building a better future, sustainability and equity go hand in 
hand. Through a variety of inspiring features, Blueprint for 
Better shows architects in action, building the healthy, resilient, 
equitable, sustainable communities everyone deserves. 

With features like "Improving Racial Equity through Greener 
Design," and "Renovating Buildings to Protect the Climate and 
Rejuvenate Communities," Blueprint for Better illustrates the 
connection between AIA’s top priorities – climate and equity – in 
concrete ways.

https://blueprintforbetter.org/

https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/improving-racial-equity-
through-greener-design/

https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/renovating-buildings-to-
protect-the-climate-and-rejuvenate-communities/

The Blueprint for Better campaign offers resources to help 
architects and others achieve a zero-carbon, resilient, healthy, 
just, and equitable environment now and into the future. 

• AIA Climate Action Plan
Explore AIA’s multistep plan to establish actionable steps and 
provide architects with tools and resources to achieve zero 
carbon. 

 • AIA Framework for Design Excellence
Understand the ten important measures you need to set 
meaningful project goals and targets for climate action. 

• COTE Super Spreadsheet,
Calculate and evaluate project performance metrics and 
benchmarking easily with this downloadable tool. 

• Architect’s Guide to Building Performance
Optimize building performance beyond energy by integrating 
simulation into your design process.

• Design for Adaptability, Deconstruction, & Reuse
Design buildings that last with this practice guide packed with 
strategies, case studies, and pitfalls to avoid.

• Deep Energy Retrofits RFP Guide
Find proven best practice language to use during the RFP process 
to get the most value out of a deep retrofit.

continues on page 15

mailto:customercare@chbriggs.com
https://www.chbriggs.com
https://blueprintforbetter.org/
https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/improving-racial-equity-through-greener-design/
https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/improving-racial-equity-through-greener-design/
https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/renovating-buildings-to-protect-the-climate-and-rejuvenate-communities/
https://blueprintforbetter.org/articles/renovating-buildings-to-protect-the-climate-and-rejuvenate-communities/
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• Guide to Engaging With Civic Leaders
Position yourself as a trusted advisor to civic leaders at local, 
state, and federal levels.

• Healthier Materials Protocol
Get a stepwise method for setting healthy materials goals and 
criteria definitions, product selection, tracking, and specification.

• Renovate, Retrofit, Reuse
Uncover tremendous opportunities in existing building stock 
including energy efficiency and social and economic benefits.

• 2030 by the Numbers
See the progress architects and firms made toward a carbon-
neutral future in 2019 through the AIA 2030 Commitment.

• How to Talk to Clients about Materials Transparency
Discover practical tips that can help you talk to clients about 
materials transparency and selecting better materials.

• How Architects Can Improve America’s Infrastructure
This is a pivotal moment for our nation’s infrastructure, and one 
group of experts can help us rebuild to succeed: Architects.

continued from page 14
Blueprint for Better (Cont.)

Due to be published soon:

• Renewable Energy Brief
Learn how to incorporate a renewable energy solution into every 
project. It's easier and more affordable than you might think.

• TEOP for Architects: How to Drive High-Performance Office 
Fit-outs
Explore the 10-step process architects and clients are using to 
create energy-efficient leased spaces.

• Making the Business Case with Clients
Explore new research on the economic value of sustainable 
design and talking points for making the business case to clients.

• Climate Action Message Book
Learn how to communicate the value of sustainable, resilient 
design with clients, stakeholders, and civic leaders.

Access all these resources at
https://blueprintforbetter.org/resources

https://archres-inc.com/
https://blueprintforbetter.org/resources
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Professional Practice

AIA Northern Virginia Job Board – While Chapter members 
can always post job opportunities free of charge, we are opening 
free postings to everyone. So if you are looking for work, be sure 
to check our job board and share your resume with us for our 
resume library.

https://aianova.org/jobs.php

ARE Online Proctoring Option Launches December 14 – 
Both the online proctored testing option and the anticipated 
changes to the exam are now expected to launch December 14. 
This includes the reduction in the number of items, adjustments 
to exam appointment times, transition to the digital whiteboard 
tool, and the updated break policies. Once implemented, all 
exam changes will apply to both in-person and online exam 
appointments. Also, in summer 2021, NCARB will switch to 
a new test administration vendor, PSI, for both in-person and 
remote testing.

https://www.ncarb.org/

ARE Demo Exam and Digital Whiteboard Available – 
Experience the new format and practice using the digital 
whiteboard through the updated demo exam, now available in 
your My NCARB account!

https://www.ncarb.org/press/demo-exam-and-digital-
whiteboard-available-now

New 2020 Firm Survey Report Available Free – Take 
advantage of a special offer to get the newly released 2020 AIA 
Firm Survey Report for free this year. With data from nearly 
1,000 firms, this essential resource includes metrics to measure 
practice, evaluate performance, and set strategy. You’ll discover 
trends in firm billings and finances, construction sectors served, 
international work, and practice and technology. 

https://www.aia.org/resources/6151-aia-firm-survey-report

AIA Trust Offers New Health Benefits for AIA Members – To 
support AIA members, their firms, and their employees with their 
individual and employee benefits needs, the Trust has selected 
Pendella to offer AIA Members streamlined access to employee 
health plans, individual health plans, and intuitive benefits 
administration services. 2020 Open Enrollment runs from 
November 1 – December 15.

https://www.theaiatrust.com/healthcare-coverage/

AIA Releases Updated Contracts for Multi-Family 
Residential and Prototype Residential Projects – New 
resources provide insights into mitigating and managing risk on 
complex residential design and construction projects, including 
two key residential contracts and a complimentary Condominium 
Project Guide.

https://www.aia.org/press-releases/6339423-aia-releases-
updated-contracts-for-multi-f

Best Practice: Architecture as a Value Proposition – When 
selling services to potential clients, it is important to sell the 
value of good architecture rather than the cost. Better space offers 

a better interior work environment, which can improve work 
efficiencies. Clients will understand the cost much better if you 
show the value your services provide. Learn more:

https://www.aia.org/best-practices/6327686-architecture-as-a-
value-proposition

Best Practice: How to Get Paid – The typical architecture firm 
may have half or more of its assets tied up in yet-to-be-paid and 
yet-to-be-billed fees. Staying on top of your accounts receivable 
is not merely a cash-flow issue. It is a matter of liability. Read the 
measures you can take throughout the project cycle to help ensure 
you get paid.

https://www.aia.org/best-practices/6324456-how-to-get-paid

Architects Foundation Offers 2021 Scholarships

Every year, the Foundation awards thousands of dollars in 
architecture scholarships to high school students; to architecture 
students in NAAB-accredited undergraduate and graduate degree 
programs; to Architect Registration Exam (ARE) candidates who 
are working toward becoming licensed architects; and to licensed 
architects pursuing educational enrichment opportunities. 

Applications for the following scholarships are due January 15, 
2021:

Diversity Advancement Scholarship
Supports high school and undergraduate minority students who 
are entering, enrolled in, or transferring into a NAAB-accredited 
undergraduate architecture program.

Payette Sho-Ping Chin Memorial Academic Scholarship
Open to women architecture students in a NAAB-accredited 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs.

Yann Weymouth Graduate Scholarship
Awarded to an architecture student with a focus on the design 
intersection of sustainability, resilience, wellness, and beauty.

a/e ProNet David W. Lakamp AIA Scholarship
Awarded to students who demonstrate a strong interest in practice 
and risk management in the field of architecture.

Scholarships that will open later in 2021:
AF/McAslan Fellowship
Jason Pettigrew Memorial ARE Scholarship
Richard Morris Hunt Prize
Sho-Ping Chin Women’s Leadership Summit Grant

Learn more about all these scholarships and fellowships at
https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/architecture-
scholarships/

https://aianova.org/jobs.php
https://www.ncarb.org/
https://www.ncarb.org/press/demo-exam-and-digital-whiteboard-available-now
https://www.ncarb.org/press/demo-exam-and-digital-whiteboard-available-now
https://www.aia.org/resources/6151-aia-firm-survey-report
https://www.theaiatrust.com/healthcare-coverage/
https://www.aia.org/press-releases/6339423-aia-releases-updated-contracts-for-multi-f
https://www.aia.org/press-releases/6339423-aia-releases-updated-contracts-for-multi-f
https://www.aia.org/best-practices/6327686-architecture-as-a-value-proposition
https://www.aia.org/best-practices/6327686-architecture-as-a-value-proposition
https://www.aia.org/best-practices/6324456-how-to-get-paid
https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/architecture-scholarships/
https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/architecture-scholarships/
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FYI

Samaha Associates, P.C. won 4th place in the International 
Canstruction© Competition for Best Use of Labels for their We 
bee – leaf in you structure. The ‘Bee’ was also awarded Best 
Use of Labels in our Chapter’s Canstruction competition, held at 
Dulles Airport last October, and provided 4,090 cans of food to 
the Arlington Food Assistance Center. Congratulations to Team 
Samaha!

KTGY Architecture + 
Planning, a signatory of the 
AIA 2030 Commitment,  
released its Sustainability 
Action Plan (SAP) as the 
firm’s road map to meeting 
the goals of the Commitment, 
a framework created by the 
AIA to provide standardized 
tools for firms to track their 
progress toward achieving 
carbon-neutral construction 
by 2030.  With the building 
and construction industry 
accounting for 49% of total 
energy consumption and 47% 
of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States, architects are 
well positioned to play a meaningful role in achieving carbon 
neutrality in construction by 2030. KTGY joins fellow firms in 
the AIA Large Firm Roundtable and other architects across the 
country who endeavor to reduce a building’s dependence upon 
non-renewable resources and increase the energy performance of 
the buildings that they design in order to combat climate change. 

The link to view or download KTGY’s Sustainability Action Plan 
(SAP) as a pdf file can be found here.

https://www.aia.org/resources/202041-the-2030-commitment
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w4p9g0d3pls64ja/KTGY%20
SAP_FINAL_sml.pdf?dl=0

 
DCS Design received the top award for Best Marketing 
Program presented at the 18th annual NAIOP DC|MD Awards of 
Excellence held in October. The award recognizes DCS’s newest 
service offering, Human Wellness™ Design, which assists clients 
in safely bringing people back to work through assessing and 
recommending design, products, and systems which help prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 and other contagions. The service also 
helps determine and encourage over-all healthy, post-pandemic 
design.

DCS Design also announces the retirement of Vice President and 
Associate Principal Robert Atkinson, who has been a long-term 
leader within the firm for 20 years. Robert, who has a background 
in urban design and economic development, served as Director 
of Business Development for Architecture. With Robert’s 
retirement, DCS announces the hire of Barbara Miller, who 
will serve as the firm’s new Director of Business Development, 
Architecture.

TW Perry, a leading privately-held, veteran-owned building 
materials dealer, announced today the purchase of Peoples 
Supply Co., Inc. (PSC) based in Hyattsville, Maryland. Founded 
in 1932, PSC serves the Prince George’s County, Washington, 
DC, and surrounding areas with a contractor yard and retail 
store located in Hyattsville. PSC is a leading provider of lumber, 
building materials and other quality products and expands 
TW Perry presence in the surrounding market. The current 
management team of PSC will continue to manage the day-to-day 
operations of the location.

Best Use of Labels 4th Place International Winner
Samaha Associates, P.C. for We bee – leaf in you 

Photograph © JD Boswell

https://www.aiacontracts.org/
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https://www.aia.org/resources/65861-your-passion-our-purpose
https://designpay.com/


Membership Update

New Members

Juan A. Espinoza, Assoc. AIA
Kyle W. Fell, AIA
Aubrey J. Finke-Jonsson, AIA, Envision Architects
Katherine J. Flanigan, AIA
Alexandra M. Foster, Assoc. AIA, MTFA Architecture
Wentao Gao, Assoc. AIA
Amanda K. Harlow, Assoc. AIA
Jennifer Heller, AIA
Mariel C. Heredia-Torres, AIA
Pablo D. Martinez, Assoc. AIA
Roberta S. McCord, Assoc. AIA, W.C. Ralston Architects, LLC
Elmira Nejadsattari, Assoc. AIA
Jillian Pedro, AIA, Little Diversified Architectural Consulting
Samuel L. Rodriguez, Assoc. AIA, ARCADIS
Meredith Sells, Assoc. AIA, EL Studio, PLLC
Brian Spitnale, Assoc. AIA, Kulinski Group Architects, PC
Sarah E. Violi, Assoc. AIA
Heather E. Waye, AIA, John F Heltzel AIA
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https://mosaicexpress.com/
https://www.pvbrick.com/


Calendar

AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org

AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar

AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/

AIA Virginia Calendar -  https://www.aiava.org/events

Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events

a
Chapter Partners

Supporters:

CH Briggs
www.CHBriggs.com

Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company
www.pvbrick.com

Contributors: 
Mosaic Express Printing
T.W. Perry

Friends: 
Ames & Gough Insurance/Risk Management, Inc.
Andersen Windows & Doors
Arch Resources, Inc.
Barrons Lumber
CADD Microsystems
C.M. Kling + Associates
ECS Mid-Atlantic 
E.E. Reed Construction – East Coast, LLC
Lee/Shoemaker PLLC
Michael Baker International
Moseley Architects
Pella Mid-Atlantic
Protorae Law PLLC
Western Window Systems

Customize Your Chapter Emails

Several of our committees send emails focused on particular 
topics or groups, like Small Firms or Women in Architecture. 
Much like the AIA’s Knowledge Communities, these committees 
share information geared to special interests. AIA Northern 
Virginia offers six specialized email lists and all members are 
welcome to sign on to receive any or all of the following options. 
Just send a request to 

aianova@aianova.org

Committee on Architecture for Education (CAE)
Committee on the Environment (COTE)
Custom Residential Architects Network (CRAN)
Historic Resources
Small Firms
Women in Architecture (WIA)
Young Architects Forum (YAF)

At this time, all chapter events are being held virtually.

December
14 | AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting, 4:30p
16 | An Architect’s Guide to Sound Isolation, 12:00p

January
11 | AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting, 4:30p

February
8 | AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting, 4:30p
11 | Biophilic Illusions, Noon
16 | Open House 6:00p

Upcoming Events:
April 1-30 Architecture Month
June 16-19 AIA Conference on Architecture
July 12-14 DesignDC

Northern Virginia Calendar: 
https://aianova.org

Virginias Calendar: 
https://inform-magazine.com/events/
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In the interest of keeping our firm referral lists as current as 
possible, we offer a sortable web-based interface. This allows 
us to make changes much more quickly and has the added 
benefit of allowing users to link directly to firms’ websites 
from aianova.org.  You can visit the database of firms here:
   http://aianova.org/referral.php

Our listings can contain the following fields for each firm: 
Firm Name, Address, Website, Contact Name, Contact 
Email, Phone Number, Number of Personnel and up to five 
practice areas.  

If you would like to add or update your information, please 
email us at: 
   referrals@aianova.org

Referral List System on www.aianova.org

http://www.aianova.org
http://aiadc.com/calendar
http://www.aiapv.org/
https://www.aiava.org/events/
http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.CHBriggs.com
http://www.pvbrick.com
mailto:aianova@aianova.org
https://aianova.org
https://inform-magazine.com/events/
http://aianova.org/referral.php

