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AIA Film Challenge 2019
Vote for Your Favorite
Who wins the People’s Choice award?

You choose!

Voting ends September 27
Cast your vote HERE

https://aiafilmchallenge.org/vote/

James M. Scott Exceptional Design Awards

George Mason University Peterson Family Health Sciences Hall
Perkins Eastman
Photograph © Joseph Romeo

Established in 1984, the Fairfax County Exceptional Design Awards recognize
achievement in the total design of a building and its site. The awards aim to raise
awareness of outstanding planning and design projects among design professionals
and the general public. The design awards program is sponsored by the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors and administered by the County’s Department of
Planning and Development in cooperation with the County Architectural Review
Board and the Northern Virginia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.
continues on page 4

Save the Date! - Autumn Social on October 22
Our Autumn Social offers a casual
event to get together with colleagues.
During the evening we will celebrate
our newly licensed architects, our ARE
Scholarship recipient, our new fellow,
and recognize the service and achievements of our members as we present
our honor awards. We will also conduct
our chapter elections for our 2020
board during the evening.
We’ll be meeting at Punch Bowl Social
in Arlington from 6:30-8:30 on
Tuesday, October 22! Watch for details
and your invitation soon.

President’s Letter

AIA Northern Virginia News
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER

by T.J. Meehan, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President
I love recreational architecture.
I’m not talking about designing
skate parks, football stadiums,
and opera houses. I’m talking
about activities related to
architecture for the sheer fun of it. This month, I have enjoyed
two such activities.
A couple weekends ago, my family – as we have done every year
for almost a decade – went to the LEGO Brick Fair.
www.brickfair.com
I suspect some of you are like me in that your first forays into
architecture as a child involved these wonderful plastic bricks.
I also suspect some of you, like me, still play with them on
occasion. I still have sets from the 70’s and have kept all the
LEGOs I’ve collected through the years. My children still play
with them, and between the three of us, have thousands of those
little bricks. Set aside the fact that stepping on these things
in bare feet is one of the worst experiences possible, there is
something so enjoyable about creating designs with them. Even
though I spent a lot of time making spaceships, my go-to was
always buildings.

I have also spent some time this month with a more digital
version of architecture – Minecraft. Similar to LEGO, you build
with bricks of preset sizes. Minecraft even has a “Creative” mode
where there are no monsters or battles, just building (in Minecraft
terms, demolition is mining, and building is crafting). As with
LEGOs, you would be blown away by some of the creations
people have made in Minecraft. I encourage you all to simply
Google “Minecraft best buildings” and be amazed at the images
that come up.
For me, the appeal of these two activities is in their rule
sets. Architecture can be so many things, and sometimes the
parameters are so wide that the designs can begin to veer from
their goal. With LEGOs and Minecraft, we have set bricks of
set sizes with set materials and colors (and in Minecraft, set
behaviors). Beyond that, we can create whatever we want, but
even those simple rules provide enough framework without
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Continuing Education Opportunities
Bridging Disciplines: Landscape Architecture at the Intersection of Ecology, Engineering,
Culture, and Agriculture
September 5, 5:30-7:30p, t the University of the District of Columbia
Join UDC for a presentation by Thomas Woltz FASLA, principal of Nelson Byrd Woltz
Landscape Architects. 2 LU. The event is FREE and open to the public.
www.eventbrite.com/e/bridging-disciplines-landscape-architecture-at-the-intersectiontickets-69761132425
Safety Assessment Program (SAP)
September 6, 9:00a-4:30p, at The Branch Museum of Architecture and Design in Richmond
Post-disaster Safety-Assessment Program (SAP) training provides architects, engineers, and
building inspectors with the knowledge to provide evaluations of facilities and buildings in the
aftermath of a disaster.
www.aiava.org/event/sap-training-2
Small Firms Roundtable
September 13, 11:00a-1:15p, at the Chapter House in Alexandria
Two presentations by Barrons Lumber:
• Custom Wood Door Manufacturing, Use and Maintenance by Signature Door
Covers the basics of manufacturing wood doors and decorative glass.
• Synthetic Millwork: Challenges, Opportunities and Realities by Fypon
Defines synthetic millwork, reviews manufacturing processes as they relate to environmental
impact, and looks at project solutions.
https://aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1899
DesignDC – Charged Up
September 16-18 at the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center
DesignDC is focused on the unique challenges posed by working in Metropolitan Washington
for architects, interior designers, engineers, contractors, planners, landscape architects, and
developers. This three-day conference features two days of educational sessions and trade show
exhibits at the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center, and a third day full of opportunities
to tour projects across DC, MD, and VA. Earn AIA, GBCI, AICP, and LACES credits.
www.aiadc.com/DesignDC2019
Architecture Exchange East
November 6-8, at the Greater Richmond Convention Center
With the theme Regarding Culture – Re:Culture, participants will engage in dynamic
conversations around office culture, digging into redefining studio culture. The keynote
speakers are Pascale Sablan, AIA, named one of 25 Young Architects to Watch in 2019 by
Architizer and recognized with the 2018 AIA Young Architects Award, and Dwayne Oyler, a
partner at the LA-based architecture firm Oyler Wu Collaborative, which is widely recognized
for its experimentation in design, material research, and fabrication. Registration opens
September 4.
www.archex.net
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Fairfax County Design Awards (Cont.)

continued from page 1

Save the Date!
Women in Architecture Lecture Series
The second lecture in this series - Becoming Architects - will take
place on Thursday, October 10, from 6:30-8:00p, at SmithGroup
in Washington,DC.
Becoming Architects will feature inspiring stories from local
women on the path from architecture school to the professional
world and beyond. They will share information on their
professional journeys, key mentors, and projects that have been
pivotal to their career.
Details and registration will be available soon at
www.aianova.org/wia/event.php?eventID=1934

Inova Sports Medicine
Architecture, Incorporated
Photograph © Paul Burk

Congratulations to all!
Honor Awards
Architecture, Incorporated – Inova Sports Medicine
Perkins Eastman – George Mason University Peterson Family
Health Sciences Hall
Shalom Baranes Associates – Signature at Reston Town Center
Merit Awards
DBI Architects – Caboose Commons
HKS Architects; Bonstra|Haresign Architects; Callison RTKL –
Capital One Headquarters
Perkins Eastman – Langley High School
Shalom Baranes Associates – VITA Tysons
Honorable Mention Awards
Bowie Gridley Architects – John Marshall Library
HKS Architects – The St James Sports and Wellness Complex
MTFA Architecture – Hollin Meadows Elementary School
R2L:Architects – EXO
Images of all the award-winning projects are available at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/exceptionaldesign-awards/2019-recipients

President’s Letter (Cont.)

continued from page 2

stifling creativity. The result is hours of entertainment. And for
you parents out there, a great way to bond with your kids in a
family-friendly activity.
When I was in school, I believed that when I went into the world
as an architect, I would spend most of my time designing. The
reality most of us faced was that actual design time was very
small compared to project management, business development,
documentation, etc. The beauty of recreational architecture is
that I can stimulate that creative part of me and do so whenever I
want.
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Architecture Billings Index Continues Its
Streak of Soft Readings
Decline in new design contracts suggests volatility in design
activity to persist
Demand for design services in July remained essentially flat in
comparison to the previous month, according to a new report
released August 21 from The American Institute of Architects
(AIA). AIA’s Architecture Billings Index (ABI) score of 50.1 in
July showed a small increase in design services since June, which
was a score of 49.1. Any score above 50 indicates an increase in
billings. In July, the design contracts score dipped into negative
territory for the first time in almost a year. Additionally, July
billings softened in all regions except the West, and at firms of all
specializations except multifamily residential.
“The data is not the same as what we saw leading up to the last
economic downturn but the continued, slowing across the board
will undoubtedly impact architecture firms and the broader
construction industry in the coming months,” said AIA Chief
Economist Kermit Baker, PhD, Hon. AIA. “A growing number
of architecture firms are reporting that the ongoing volatility in
the trade situation, the stock market, and interest rates are causing
some of their clients to proceed more cautiously on current
projects.”
Key ABI highlights for July include:
• Regional averages: West (51.2); Midwest (48.9); South
(48.3); Northeast (48.3)
• Sector index breakdown: multi-family residential (50.6);
institutional (49.8); commercial/industrial (49.2); mixed
practice (48.9)
• Project inquiries index: 54.9
• Design contracts index: 49.0
For information on the ABI, visit
www.aia.org/resources/10046-the-architecture-billings-index
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NCARB Report the Number of U.S. Architects Capital Area CRAN (Custom Residential
Architects Network) Autumn Events
Continues to Rise
According to the 2019 edition of NCARB by the Numbers, the
number of architects licensed in the United States rose to 115,316
in 2018, a 2 percent increase from the previous year.
Conducted annually by the National Council of Architectural
Registration Boards (NCARB), the survey provides insight into
data from the architectural licensing boards of the 50 U.S. states,
the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands.
The increase in the number of architects is even more apparent
when compared to the U.S. population: While the number of
architects licensed in the U.S. has risen over 13 percent in the
last decade, the total U.S. population has risen just 7 percent,
according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau.
The 2018 Survey of Architectural Registration Boards also
reveals that there continue to be more reciprocal (out-of-state)
licenses than resident licenses issued in the U.S. There were
125,475 reciprocal licenses reported in 2018, which is largely
unchanged from the amount seen in 2017.
For Virginia, the survey reports 2,960 resident architects and
4,452 reciprocal architects, for a total of 7,412 registered in
Virginia. That’s the 8th highest number of architects in the
country, the 12th highest in resident licenses, and the 5th highest
for reciprocal licenses.
Learn more at
www.ncarb.org/press/number-of-us-architects-continues-to-rise

DC Alleys: Past, Present and Future
September 19, 6:00-8:00p at the Boffi/B&B Italia Showroom
Washington’s historic alley network has become one of the
most desirable locations to live. As changes in zoning continue
to offer opportunities for alley development, the likelihood of
architects designing within this context has grown. Learn about
the potential for challenges, including contradictions in the code,
lack of infrastructure, and issues of access, and for responsible
and sustainable development. Organized by AIA|DC.
www.aiadc.com/event/dc-alleys-past-present-and-future
Seven Steps to Make Business Development Easier
October 29, 12:00-2:00p, at Precision Sales Consulting in
Fairfax
While architects bring many skills to a project, they often don’t
feel as comfortable or competent “selling” their services as they
do delivering them. Your business operations probably revolve
around systems, processes, and principles and your business
development efforts can as well. Presented by Nema Semnani,
Founder and President of Precision Sales Consulting. Organized
by AIA Northern Virginia.
www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1933

Women’s Leadership Summit
Reframe. Rethink. Refresh
AIA’s 2019 Women’s Leadership Summit takes place in
Minneapolis, September 12-14.

AIA Launches Leadership Academy
Applications Due September 9
The AIA Leadership Academy is a comprehensive, three-year
professional development experience built around people,
growth, practice, and community. Designed exclusively for
architects ready for the next level of accomplished leadership in
their firm, industry, and community. As AIA’s newest leadership
program, it will empower leaders of the profession with valuable
business skills, effective leadership tools, and communication
techniques. Ignite your capacity for leadership, achieve business
success, grow professionally, and expand your standing in the
industry.
The LA program is targeted for mid-career architects, AIA
members in good standing with at least 10 years of work
experience in an architectural firm and licensed for a minimum of
5 years may apply. Applications are due September 22, 2019. The
first session will be held in late January 2020.

The conference offers high-value educational sessions, candid
conversations, and wellness activities designed to help you refine
your leadership skills and accelerate your career growth.
Registration closes August 30.
https://crm.aia.org/s/lt-event?id=a1Y1U00000150l7UAA

Volunteer at WLS for a Discounted Rate
Limited spots remaining for the 2019 AIA Women’s Leadership
Summit, sign up to volunteer for 6 hours and receive 30 percent
off the AIA member rate. If you are interested in volunteering,
please email
womeninarch@aia.org

For further information, visit
www.aia.org/pages/6158314-aia-leadership-academy
AIA Northern Virginia News

5

AIA VA Emerging Leaders in Architecture
Accepting Nominations
AIA Virginia’s Emerging Leaders in Architecture is a year-long
leadership program offering presentations, discussions, and
collaborative activities at locations across the state, culminating
with presentation at Architecture Exchange East. The 2020
program will be based in Norfolk. Applications for the ELA class
are now being accepted.
In addition, each local AIA chapter in Virginia has the
opportunity to nominate a single applicant to the ELA program.
The AIA Northern Virginia nomination includes a confirmed
place in the program and offers a financial commitment to cover
up to 50% of the selected candidate’s ELA tuition. Details on how
to apply for the NOVA position will be available in September.
Program information and the 2020 application can be found at
https://www.aiava.org/2020-ela-class-nominations-open
Photograph © John A. Burns, FAIA

Call for ArchEx 2019 Volunteers
Thank you to our Canstruction Teams!
HGA
MG2
MTFA Architecture
PGAL
Samaha Associates
Wakefield High School
Build-Out Night is October 4.

6

AIA Virginia is seeking a limited number of individuals to serve
as volunteers at Architecture Exchange East 2019. In gratitude for
your service, volunteers are invited to attend ArchEx for free on
the day(s) you help out.
They are looking for volunteers who are capable of completing a
number of different tasks throughout the conference. Volunteers
are expected to commit to a minimum of one full day in order to
receive the complimentary conference registration. While they
try to accommodate all requests, you’ll be assigned to positions
where they have the need. If interested, please complete the
Volunteer Interest Form:
www.aiava.org/call-for-archex-2019-volunteers
AIA Northern Virginia News

AIA NOVA 2019 ARE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
AIA NOVA’s Young Architects Forum has developed a scholarship program to support testing and defray the costs for the
Architect Registration Examination (ARE). This scholarship is intended to recognize an Associate AIA member who has
made significant contributions to the profession at an early stage in their career and to encourage their pursuit of
licensure.
HOW TO APPLY
Applicants must be an Associate member in good standing of AIA NOVA and have an active record with the National
Council of Architectural Registration Board (NCARB). Each applicant must submit an application in PDF format,
consisting of the following:
• Completed application form
• One professional biography and/or resume (limited to two pages)
• A 500-word essay on the following topic:

“Why do you want to be licensed, and how do you think it will affect your career?”

A successful application will demonstrate a passion for the pursuit of architectural licensure and significant contributions
to the profession, community, and/or the advancement of emerging professionals.
All applications must be submitted as one PDF and must be received by 5pm on September 27, 2019.
PDF file to be named as lastname_AIANova-ARE-Scholarship-2019.pdf
Send completed application (PDF) via email with the subject line “2019 ARE Scholarship Submission” to
aianova@aianova.org
SELECTION
One candidate will be selected to receive financial support to cover the costs of six tests of the ARE, whether the test is
passed or not. Valid for one calendar year, the chapter will reimburse up to $1,410 of the recipient’s testing fees as
each test is taken. The recipient will be recognized at the chapter’s Autumn Social in October.

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________

Firm: __________________________________________

City State ZIP: ___________________________________

Email: _________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________

 I am an Associate member of AIA Northern Virginia

 I have an active NCARB record

For more information contact:
Debbie Burns, Executive Director AIA Northern Virginia

debbie@aianova.org

AIA Northern Virginia News

703-549-9747
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AIA Small Firm Exchange (SFx)

Committee Spotlight

by Colin M. Arnold, AIA
Regional Representative for the Virginias

Did you know that AIA Northern Virginia has 17 chapter
committees? It is through these committees that chapter activities
and events are planned and organized. Committee members are
chapter members who volunteer to serve on a committee, or
multiple committees. This feature showcases two committees
in each newsletter issue and introduces you to the committee
leaders. Please consider which committees interest you and reach
out to the chairs to participate.
Committee on the Environment (COTE)
After an inactive period, our COTE was reactivated this year
when Joshua Rubbelke, AIA and Jason A. Slatinsky, AIA
volunteered to co-chair the committee. Their first goal was to
meet some potential committee members, so they invited anyone
interested to meet them at the AIA’s reception honoring the 2019
COTE® Top Ten Award winners on Earth Day in April. They
continue to rebuild the committee and could use your help. Please
reach out to our co-chairs:
Joshua Rubbelke, AIA
joshua.rubbelke@hdrinc.com
Jason A. Slatinsky, AIA
jason.slatinsky@gmail.com
Honors and Nominations Committee
This committee is always chaired by our past chapter president,
this year by Theresa del Ninno, AIA, and the members are
appointed by the chapter board. They begin to meet in the
summer with the task of identify potential honor award recipients
to the board. This committee is also asked by the board to
consider a list of potential candidates to stand for election to
our Board of Directors and as our chapter representative on the
AIA Virginia Board. They are responsible for presenting their
recommendations to the board in preparation for our honor
awards and board elections at our annual chapter meeting.
Our chair is Theresa del Ninno, AIA
tdelninno@mdnarch.com

Referral List System on www.aianova.org
In the interest of keeping our firm referral lists as current
as possible, we offer a sortable web-based interface.
This allows us to make changes much more quickly and
has the added benefit of allowing users to link directly
to firms’ websites from aianova.org. You can visit the
database of firms here:
https://aianova.org/referral.php

Every three years, each of the 20 AIA regions selects a small firm
practitioner to join the SFx to advance the mutual interests of all
small firm practitioners in their region. Colin Arnold has been
selected as the SFx Virginias representative to the AIA national
Small Firm Exchange (SFx) and The SFx Virginias welcomes
Colin as the next representative to the AIA SFx.
Colin graduated from Virginia Tech in 1998 and lives in
Roanoke, Virginia. He has worked in the Blue Ridge since
graduating and founded his own firm in Christiansburg, Arnold
Design Studio, specializing in affordable housing. He has been
recognized repeatedly for his ground-breaking work in Virginia
housing, particularly for his focus on sustainability, including the
Virginia Green Innovation Award for “Best Green Designer.” As
a housing expert, he has offered his knowledge and experience
through presentations and seminars. He has also been involved
with both local and state organizations, including his participation
in the first Class of Virginia’s Emerging Leaders in Architecture
Program.
In 2001, Colin received the Frederick P. Rose Architectural
Fellowship which partners emerging architectural designers with
local community development corporations to foster community
engagement in serving low and moderate income communities.
Colin believes that “owning a small firm will best allow me to
serve my customers and the communities in which they live.”
The mission of the National AIA Small Firm Exchange (SFx) is
to advance the mutual interests of architects practicing in small
firms. SFx representatives are integral to AIA communications,
connecting small firm leaders in their local, state and regional
components to the national organization. AIA members practicing
in small firms are encouraged to reach out to Colin to discuss
how the AIA could better support their practice. Find more
information about the SFx at
www.aia.org/sfx
Read the Small Firm Exchange Regional Representative Report /
2019 Q2 at
www.aiava.org/from-the-aia-small-firm-exchange
Contact Colin at (540) 239 2671or
carnold@arnolddesignstudio.com

Our listings can contain the following fields for each firm:
Firm Name, Address, Website, Contact Name, Contact
Email, Phone Number, Number of Personnel and up to
five practice areas.
If you would like to add or update your information,
please email us at:
referrals@aianova.org
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Follow AIA Northern Virginia
on Facebook

facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter

twitter.com/aianova
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Autumn Social

Sponsorship Opportunities
AIA Northern Virginia invites you to join us as an
event sponsor of our Autunm Social.
This is a fun evening to get together and
celebrate our newly-licensed architects,
new fellows and Honor Award recipients.
This is an ideal opportunity to meet
our members and promote
your services and products.

We offer 4 levels of sponsorship:

AIA Northern Virginia Autumn Social
Tuesday, October 22
6:30-8:30p

Mount Vernon – $1000
• Four tickets to attend the event
• Premium listing on sponsor sign at the event
• Recognition from the podium at the event
• Premium listing in the event program
• Quarter page ad in two issues of Chapter Newsletter
• Recognition in Nov/Dec Newsletter with website link
• Recognition on Chapter website with website link

Punch Bowl Social
4238 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA 22203

Monticello – $750
• Two tickets to attend the event
• Listing on sponsor sign at the event
• Recognition from the podium at the event
• Recognition in the event program
• Business card size ad in one issue of Chapter Newsletter
• Recognition in Nov/Dec Newsletter
• Recognition on Chapter website
Montpelier – $500
• One ticket to attend the event
• Listing on sponsor sign at the event
• Recognition from the podium at the event
• Recognition in the event program
• Recognition in Nov/Dec Newsletter
• Recognition on Chapter website
Highland – $500
Provides tickets for newly licensed members +
supports reduced ticket prices for associate members
• One ticket to attend the event
• Listing on sponsor sign at the event
• Recognition from the podium at the event
• Recognition in the event program
• Recognition in Nov/Dec Newsletter
• Recognition on Chapter website

We will need your sponsorship commitment by
October 1, 2019
to be included in the printed material.
To become a sponsor, please contact:
Jody Cranford
(800) 818-0289
jody@aianova.org
AIA Northern Virginia
1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(703) 549-9747
aianova@aianova.org
www.aianova.org
AIA Northern Virginia is a 501c (6) non-profit corporation; contributions
made to this event are not deductible as a charitable contribution, but
may be deductible as business expenses per IRS regulation.

Thank you for your support and partnership!

AIA Northern Virginia News
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AIA Member Benefits

Show Us Your Work!

(that you might not know about)

Architect’s Guide to Building Performance:
Integrating Simulation into the Design Process
This new resource outlines how to incorporate building
performance simulation into the design process and ultimately
improve your practice.
Good, 21st century architecture is more than just beautiful;
architects can also deliver high performing spaces that address
a myriad of social and environmental issues. One of the most
powerful tools at an architect’s disposal is building performance
simulation. Especially when conducted early and often in the
design process, building simulation helps designers test design
solutions to cost-effectively optimize performance beyond energy
to improve occupant comfort and resilience.
The new Architect’s Guide to Building Performance helps
architects better integrate building performance simulation into
their design process. This document guides you through:
• how energy modeling and other performance simulation can
integrate with your practice to inform design decisions
• the ASHRAE Standard 209 modeling standard and how you
can use it as a framework for performance simulation across the
design team
• different ways to incorporate performance simulation into your
design team’s workflow
• common questions and approaches for various types of
simulation
• case studies that demonstrate and exemplify how simulation is
used to optimize design solutions
Download the Architect’s Guide to Building Performance:
Integrating Simulation into the Design Process
www.aia.org/resources/6157114-architects-guide-to-buildingperformance
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We are looking for projects to publish in this newsletter and
BLAST. We offer three features to showcase our members’ work:
On the Boards
Featured Projects
Sketches
On the Boards -- Each issue of AIA Northern Virginia News
features a project currently “on the boards” being designed by
Chapter members. These can include theoretical, conceptual
and unbuilt projects or projects currently in the planning or
design phase. Submissions should include a project description
of 150-250 words and at least four images at print resolution.
Other information to include is the project name, location and
photographer credit, where needed.
Featured Projects -- Each issue of BLAST features a recently
completed project designed by a Chapter member. Submissions
should include a project description of 150-250 words and twofour images. Other information to include is the project name,
location and photographer credit. You may also include a link if
your website has more information on the project.
Sketches -- Sketches is a feature in AIA Northern Virginia News
showcasing the artistic talents of our members. We encourage
you to share your sketches. Please send high resolution copies of
one to five sketches with brief captions and information on how
we should credit you, the artist.
We will generally publish work on a first-come, first-served basis.
Photos and images may be resized or cropped to fit the formatting
and it may be necessary to edit the description. Please let us know
if you wish to review any changes before publication.
To submit for any of these features, just email all material to
aianova@aianova.org

AIA Northern Virginia News

Thanks for sharing!

On the Boards
Navae Vitae: The Active Life
Little
Monterey Bay, California
The Architecture at Zero competition
challenge is to create a zero net energy
recreation center and Kinesiology
Department at the campus of California
State University, Monterey Bay.
This project is about movement. Each
of the decisions made in developing this
building was thought of in terms of how
movement in and through the building
coincided with the university’s kinesiology program – the study of human movement. From the most universal movement – that of the
sun’s path – to the most personal movement – that of foot traffic on the walking surfaces – everything in this building reinforces the
idea of movement and the subsequent energy that can be produced from it.

The concept was to connect the north campus with the developing
area south of the main street of the campus. The design strategy
boldly suggests this connection by extending the existing walking
paths directly through the heart of this building. The curving
ramp connects to the north-south axis of the primary quad and
allows pedestrians direct access and views into the activity of the
building and then returns to grade in the amphitheater connecting
to the nature trail.
The curved north façade parallels the sun’s path on the summer
solstice and adds to the kinetic quality of the building by using
large wind turbines in near-constant motion in the prevailing
wind and smaller kinetic wind “ivy” that creates patterns of
motion and sound. Together these, along with the channel glass
dance studios that protrude through the screen, project a powerful
effect of movement, energy, and activity to the campus.
All of these aspects of the building contribute to the positive
energy of the campus, that is to say, this is beyond a zero-energy
building, adding power back to the grid and creating energy from
and for each of its participants.
AIA Northern Virginia News
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Professional Practice
What Architects Need to Know about Hazard and Climate
Risk – Getting a handle on climate and hazard risk will help you
and your clients. How can you build the most resilient, adaptive
projects? To convince clients of the value hazard mitigation and
climate adaptation bring to a project, architects must first do their
homework by analyzing the short-term and long-term risks over
the building service life. AIA has compiled information to help
you address hazard and climate risks
www.aia.org/articles/6137886-what-architects-need-to-knowabout-hazardSpanish Translation of Disaster Assistance Handbook
Available – The essential AIA Disaster Assistance Handbook has
been published in Spanish; helping architects better understand
their role and how to prepare for and respond to disasters across
the globe.
www.aia.org/resources/71636-disaster-assistance-handbook
The newest issue of Connection, the YAF quarterly
e-magazine, is out now! It includes an article titled {Civic} Tales
of Two Cities, featuring a civic leader and architect in our region,
co-written by Marie McCauley, AIA. The Virginias YARD
(Young Architects Regional Director).
https://bit.ly/2FwpMaL
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City of Gaithersburg adopts 2018 International Building
Codes – All projects applying for a building permit and less than
50% designed are required to use the new codes. Projects greater
than 50% designed can follow the 2015 codes until October 31,
2019. After that date, all projects are required to follow the 2018
codes.
Questions? Contact Rob Emard, AIA, Gaithersburg Commercial
Permitting Manager, at
rob.emard@gaithersburgmd.gov
AIAS Offers Scholarship to Pay for First ARE – The
Professional Advancement Support Scholarship (PASS) is
intended to encourage young professionals to make a plan to
move toward professional licensure, and begin on that path as
soon as possible. The scholarship is available to alumni of the
AIAS who aim to pass a division of the ARE within one year of
graduating. The scholarship will cover the full cost of that exam.
The mission is to share diverse testers’ experiences so that young
professionals can see preparing for and taking the ARE as an
attainable and relatable goal.
Applications are on a rolling basis.
www.aias.org/career/professional-advancement-supportscholarship
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Professional Practice (Cont.)
Call for Submissions: 2019 AIA Upjohn Research Initiative
Grants – The Upjohn program funds up to six research grants
of $15,000-$30,000 per recipient annually for research projects
relevant and applicable to practicing architects. Upjohn Research
grant funding will be allocated to projects related to AIA’s
priorities for 2019. These include a drive toward design that
helps reduce energy use, supports the investment in sustainable
buildings, and encourages equitable communities. Submit
proposals by August 29.
www.aia.org/events/6173463-aia-upjohn-research-initiativegrants
Best Practices: 10 Financial Principles for Starting a Firm
Your excitement, enthusiasm, and talent—while important
ingredients for success—are not enough. A good plan won’t
guarantee success, but it greatly increases your odds. Keep these
ten principles in mind when formulating and executing your
business plan.
www.aia.org/best-practices/6173533-starting-a-firm-basicfinancial-principles
AIA International Region Design Awards – This year, the
categories of Open International and Firm Award are open for
U.S. practitioners to apply. The deadline for submissions is
August 28.
www.aiainternational.org/awards

What Do You Need to Start a Successful Practice? – If you
are thinking about or planning to start your own practice, what
should you be thinking about? Starting your own practice
requires a clear strategy and vision to grow a sustainable
business – while planning for the unexpected. The AIA Trust
website includes information to help you.
www.theaiatrust.com/starting-a-successful-practice
How Do You Plan to Retire? –As an architect, you know
that starting with a comprehensive plan and building a good
foundation is essential for success. You would never begin a
project without a blueprint and process in place – but that’s
exactly what many architects do when it comes to retirement
planning. The AIA Trust can help.
www.theaiatrust.com/how-do-you-plan-to-retire
A’20 Call for Proposals (Workshops) Due September 27 –
If you’re a subject matter expert with a great concept for an
education workshop, we invite you to submit a proposal for the
AIA Conference on Architecture. This deadline is for workshops
only. The deadline for seminars has passed.
www.conferenceonarchitecture.com/a20-call-for-proposals
AIA Architectural Tours offer a wide range of architecturally
interested places to visit, including Prague in October, Barcelona
in November, and Cuba next March. Continuing education credits
are offered for these tours. See all the upcoming destinations:
www.architecturaladventures.org/destinations

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Professional Practice (Cont.)
Best Practice: Defining Architectural Design Services – A
client’s unfamiliarity with the process of architectural design
should not hinder that client’s comprehension of the phases of
design services. This Best Practice will help introduce first-time
clients to the common services of architectural design and the
process of design-bid-build.
www.aia.org/best-practices/178131-defining-the-architectsbasic-services
Opportunities to Serve on AIA Survey Panels – Firm leaders
are asked to share their opinions and experiences as an AIA
survey panelist. Contribute to more accurate data for firms,
compare your firm with others, and use the data to prepare future
business plans. Three panels are available: Architecture Billings
Index, Global Architecture Billings Index, and Home Design
Trends. Join a panel at
www.aia.org/resources/6129195-call-for-survey-panelists
SIA Call for Papers – Proposals for presentations, posters, and
panel discussions for the Society for Industrial Archeology’s 49th
Annual Conference May 28-31, 2020 in Pennsylvania’s Lehigh
Valley are now being accepted. The deadline for proposals is
January 31, 2020.
www.sia-web.org/49th-annual-conference
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The “Zijin Award” of Architectural Design & Environmental
Art Contest is co-sponsored by the Publicity
Department of Jiangsu Provincial Committee of the CPC,
Department of Housing and Urban-Rural Development of Jiangsu
Province together with the Architectural Society of China, China
Engineering and Consulting Association, and Chinese Society
of Landscape Architecture. The theme of the 6th Contest in 2019
is “Liveable Home and Better Life.” The application deadline is
September 10, with submissions due September 20.
The competition link is
www.zgwcsj.com
A translation of various documents and texts can be obtained
by opening in Google Chrome, and accessing the embedded
translator in Chrome. A translated version is available at
www.iarchis.com/data/upload/image/1563259129128.pdf
AIA Dallas KRob 2019 Delineation Competition – The
Ken Roberts Memorial Delineation Competition (KRob) has
celebrated the best in architectural delineation for 45 years. A
Dallas classic that has received international recognition, KRob
honors hand and digital delineation by professionals and students
throughout the world. Entries are due October 31.
https://krobarch.com/
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Doors Open Baltimore - October 5-6

Architecture and ARE Trivia Night
September 10, 6:30-8:00p
At Buffalo Wild Wings, 950 N. Glebe Road, #130, Arlington

The Baltimore Architecture Foundation and AIA Baltimore are
excited to announce the full list Doors Open Baltimore 2019
sites.
Saturday, October 5 features more than 50 sites for open house
visits beginning at any participating Doors Open location.
During the event, stop by an Info Hub for recommendations: AIA
Baltimore Chapter House, Baltimore Museum of Industry, MCA
Architecture, and the Public Works Experience. Every site is free
to explore!
Build your own itinerary and see inside historic buildings like
The Peabody Library, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, and the
Baltimore Basilica, and modern high rises like One South Street
and 414 Light Street. The event encompasses much of the city,
stretching from Locust Point to Hampden, and from Wakefield to
the Baltimore Highlands.
Special event tours for Sunday, October 6 (requiring advance
registration) will be announced in early September.
See the list of sits at
www.doorsopenbaltimore.org/sites

Are you thinking about starting the ARE? Are you currently in
architecture school or recently graduated and want to know more
about the path to licensure? Are you in the middle of studying for
the ARE and need some motivation? Have you been licensed for
a while and want to test your knowledge on the ARE 5.0 exam
material or just refresh your general knowledge?
You are invited to join the AIA|DC Emerging Architects
Committee for their first ARE Trivia Night of the year! For
the duration of the event there will be countless opportunities
to network and study at the same time. We will be featuring
questions pertinent to the latest exam changes for the ARE 5.0 as
well as fun architecture facts.
The DC Architect Licensing Advisor will also be available to
answer any questions you might have about kicking off the
process.
Prizes will be available for the winning team!
https://www.aiadc.com/event/architecture-are-trivia
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FYI
Harry M. Falconer Jr., FAIA, NCARB, Hon. FCARM
Receives Honorary Degree – Chapter member Harry Falconer
was awarded an honorary doctoral degree by The Boston
Architectural College during the college’s commencement
exercises in May 24. Harry is the vice president of the
Experience + Education Department for the National Council
of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB). The college
awards honorary degrees to celebrate the achievements of
“remarkable individuals who have, throughout their lives and
careers, displayed an extraordinary commitment to advance in the
design professions.”
Hoffmann Architects, an architecture
and engineering firm specializing in
the rehabilitation of building exteriors,
announces the nomination of Russell M.
Sanders, AIA as company president.
After 42 years as the President of
Hoffmann Architects, company founder
John J. Hoffmann, FAIA is handing
over the role to Russ, who previously
served as
Executive Vice
President and Senior Director, Technical
Services with Hoffmann Architects. As
Russ assumes the position of President,
John will continue to serve on the Board
of Directors as Executive Chairman.
The move is part of the firm’s leadership
transition plan, begun in 2011, which
continues the transfer of ownership
interest in the company to 15 members
of the firm’s senior staff.
KGD Architecture is pleased to announce five new
advancements in the firm: Jacobi Gastile, Larry J. Henderson
II, and Alexandra Shifflett, CDT to Senior Associate; and Li
Li, IIDA and Monique Morales to Associate. KGD welcomed a
number of new professionals to the firm: Yuan Ma, AIA, Valery
Tessier, AIA, Sydney Huibregtse, Associate AIA, Enrique
Otero Neira, Nastaran Rashid Benam, Shang Gao, and
Victoria Kleyzor.
Lauren Young has joined
the Tysons office of KTGY
Architecture + Planning
as regional development
director. In her new role,
Young is responsible for
strengthening and growing
client relationships in the
Washington, D.C. Metro,
Mid-Atlantic, Northeast
and Southeast regions and contributing to the firm’s clientfocused initiatives. Lauren is working in collaboration with
Jeremy Agraz, KTGY’s national development director, and
Tysons office leaders: Kamran Charmsaz, LEED AP, principal
16

and high-density studio leader; Ben Kasdan, AIA, NCARB,
LEED AP, associate principal and design lead; Smita Anand,
AIA, principal, who leads the design of for-sale low-density
residential; and Michael Medick, principal, who leads Tysons’s
urban planning and community design studio.

The Institute for Defense Analyses (IDA), designed by KGD
Architecture, is breaking ground on its new 370,000 SF Potomac
Yard headquarters in Alexandria. The Institute for Defense
Analyses is a federally funded, nonprofit research organization.
Construction of the complex, which comprises two six-story
towers atop a two-story base, is scheduled to be complete in
early 2022. KGD Architecture’s master plan for the headquarters
was approved in 2012. “We are pleased that IDA’s concept of an
urban campus embedded in a mixed-use community of office,
residential, and retail buildings is a step closer to reality,” said
Manoj Dalaya, co-President of KGD and the Lead Architect on
the headquarters. In addition to the IDA headquarters, KGD is
contributing to the rapid growth of National Landing as Architect
of Record for a 500,000 SF office building and 600,000 SF of
multifamily residential space for JBG SMITH.
KGD Architecture also announces that Queens Court
Apartments in Rosslyn has recently broken ground. Projects
under construction include three major multi-residential
developments along the Columbia Pike corridor in Arlington:
Trove, Village Center, and Gilliam Place. KGD’s recently
completed work includes a diverse roster of base-building and
interior construction work raging from a complete repositioning
to traditional renovations. Recent completed projects include
Columbia Hills, the winner of ULI’s award for Excellence in
Affordable Housing, and the new headquarters for The Wills
Group in La Plata, MD, as well as interior renovations for the
offices of Center of European Policy Analysis and The Juul
Company in DC.

AIA Northern Virginia News

Follow AIA Northern Virginia
on Facebook

facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter

twitter.com/aianova

Membership Update
New Members
Liz Bussert, Assoc. AIA
Daniel H. Castellano, Assoc. AIA, Cooper Carry Architects
Alla Elmahadi, Assoc. AIA
Maryam Fahandezhsadi, Intl. Assoc. AIA
Derik S. Jones, Assoc. AIA
Ji Yong Kim, Assoc. AIA
Valerie L. Poutous, Assoc. AIA
Rafael Rodriguez, Int’l Assoc. AIA, Greenway Building &
Design Services, LLC
Seyedehshima Safinia, Assoc. AIA
Sophia Sarver, Assoc. AIA
Christopher D. Taylor, Assoc. AIA, Jacobs
Himanshe Tomar, Assoc. AIA
Bo Wanng, Assoc. AIA
Diane R. Yabut, AIA, KTGY Architecture + Planning

Calendar
August Calendar

Upgrading Members
John T. O’Hara II, AIA, FOX Architects to Architect
Brian Potere, AIA, W.C. Ralston Architects to Architect

Young Architects Forum Planning Meeting
August 28 | 6:30p | Alexandria

September Calendar
AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
September 9 | 4:30p | Alexandria
Women’s Leadership Summit
September 12-14 | Minneapolis
Custom Wood Doors & Synthetic Millwork:
Use, Maintenance, Challenges & Opportunities
September 13 | 11:00a | Alexandria
Envisioning of an Urban Campus
September 18-19 | Alexandria
Interschool Student Design Competition
September 22 | Washington

AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org
AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar
AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/calendar
Patrick Henry K-8 School
Alexandria, Virginia

AIA Virginia Calendar - https://www.aiava.org/events
Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events
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Free Membership for New Grads!

Chapter Partners

AIA supports architects from their first job, to licensure, and
beyond with a strong community, valuable resources, and so
much more.

Supporter
Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company
www.pvbrick.com
Contributor
Mosaic Express Printing

AIA helps new grads succeed with up to 18 months of FREE
membership. And, students can pre-join now to automatically
become a member upon graduation. Membership benefits include
ARE Prep, scholarships, one of the industry’s best job boards,
salary information, and a local network no matter where they
move – and that’s just the beginning.
https://promotion.aia.org/new-grad-landing-page

Customize Your Chapter Emails
Friends
Ames & Gough Insurance Risk Management, Inc.
Andersen Windows & Doors
Arch Resources, Inc.
Barrons Lumber
CADD Microsystems
C.M. Kling + Associates
ECS Mid-Atlantic
E.E. Reed Construction – East Coast, LLC
Moseley Architects
Pella Mid-Atlantic
T.W. Perry
Western Window Systems

Several of our committees send emails focused on particular
topics or groups, like Small Firms or Women in Architecture.
Much like the AIA’s Knowledge Communities, these emails share
information geared to a special interest.
AIA Northern Virginia offers 7 specialized email lists and all
members are welcome to sign on to receive any or all of the
following options:
ARE Prep
COTE (Committee on the Environment)
CRAN (Custom Residential Architects Network)
Historic Resources
Small Firms
WIA (Women in Architecture)
YAF (Young Architects Forum)
There are two ways to sign up to receive these emails:
• Click on ‘Update Profile’ at the bottom of any chapter email
sent through Constant Contact, including BLAST and AIA
Northern Virginia News. You will be sent a link, unique to you,
from which you can make your selections.
• Email your request to
aianova@aianova.org

1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9747 aianova@aianova.org www.aianova.org

