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AIA Northern Virginia News
The Art of Practice Comes to Northern Virginia 

A’19 AIA Conference on 
Architecture

continues on page 8

Celebrate Mardi Gras
Tuesday March 5

at the Annual Open House

1101 Duke Street, Alexandria
6:00-8:00p

The Open House is free
No reservations needed

AIA Virginia’s second biennial Art of Practice conference will take place in Centreville 
this year, at the Winery at Bull Run on March 22.

The conference is designed to cultivate leadership skills, identify solutions to common 
business problems, and fuel collaboration across the profession. The day-long program 
features sessions on recruiting and retaining talent, communications, leadership 
transition, and shared best practices.

Registration is now open, but space is extremely limited, so early registration is 
strongly encouraged. Tickets are available to members only and are $125 (lunch is 
included). Participants can earn 6 learning units.

www.aiava.org/tag/art-of-practice

Las Vegas June 6-8

The theme of this year’s conference is 
Blueprint for a Better Future: designing a 
better future means taking on the critical 
challenges facing cities – and our world – 
today.

Registration is now open and be sure to 
make your hotel reservations!

http://www.aianova.org
http://www.aiava.org/tag/art-of-practice
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTERby T.J. Meehan, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President

I feel like I’ve been handed the 
golden keys to the kingdom. 
Here I am, an “architect” (more 
on why I put quotes around that 
later) being asked to guide one 
of the strongest AIA chapters in 
the entire country, surrounded 
by people who are impressive 
and driven and brilliant, and our 
members get to benefit from it 
all.

Why is our chapter so great? Being financially stable in an 
unpredictable economy is an accomplishment worth celebrating 
on its own. On top of that, we have an excellent chapter house 
that we take advantage of to host many events successfully 
throughout the year. But our greatest asset is our staff. Debbie, 
Lorin, and Matt go above and beyond every day to keep our 
chapter running efficiently while always being focused on our 
mission.

Why are our people so great? I continue to be impressed by the 
volunteers that run our committees and our Board of Directors. 
Here are people who give their all to further our profession. They 
spend their own free time putting together events to promote the 
profession and provide education and resources to architects. 
None of them are trained in event planning or fundraising, but 
they certainly knock it out of the park each and every week.

Why did I put quotes around the word, “architect”? Of course, it’s 
tongue-in-cheek, but I am not your traditional architect. I think 
that is the main reason why I was asked to follow this leadership 
route I’ve been on with our chapter for the past few years. Even 
though I no longer practice as an architect in my day job, I work 
with them every day, providing guidance on ways to improve 
their efficiencies and better communicate their designs through 
technology. Because of this, I hope to bring a unique perspective.

What does this all mean to our members? Our chapter’s mission 
is to service our members, advocate for the profession, and 
improve the quality of the built environment in our communities. 
The continued successes of our chapter and its people have 
culminated in our largest membership in our history, now at 
1,200 members strong. I personally am thrilled to be a part of this 
amazing organization and look forward to another great year in 
2019!

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aianova.org
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Continuing Education Opportunities

continues on page 4

A Look Inside the AIA Individual Honors Programs
February 19; 6:30-8:00p 
 
This session is an introduction to the range of individual honors offered by the AIA and related 
organizations at the national, state and local levels, including AIA Fellowship, the Associates 
Award, and the Young Architects Award. This program is intended for AIA members and others 
in the profession at all levels. Presented by Kathryn Prigmore, FAIA, Fellows Committee Chair.

1.5 LU. Free. At the Chapter House, 1101 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. Registration 
required.

www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1814

CRAN – Integrating Acoustics into Architecture
February 27; 12:00-1:30p

This program promotes acoustically mindful design and educates on the effects sound has 
on occupant health and welfare. Attendees will become familiar with these effects, how to 
manipulate interior acoustics, and the importance of accounting for acoustics early in the 
project.

Organized by AIA Northern Virginia for the Capital Area CRAN (Custom Residential Architects 
Network, an AIA Knowledge Community), a tri-chapter committee founded jointly by AIA|DC, 
AIA Northern Virginia and AIA Potomac Valley.

1 LU|HSW. Provider: BASWA acoustic North America. At the Miele Showroom in Tysons 
Corner. Registration required.

www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1804

Ballston Quarter: Transforming an Irrelevant Mall into a Mixed-Use Destination
March 27; 5:30-6:30p

Ballston Quarter is a unique urban project that transformed an enclosed retail mall into a vibrant 
mixed-use destination. Join us for a tour of this new development co-hosted by AIA Northern 
Virginia’s Young Architects Forum (YAF) and Women in Architecture (WIA) committees.
 
By turning the existing mall “inside out” this recently-completed project has enhanced the 
fast evolving Ballston neighborhood in Arlington, Virginia. The design of the project partially 
removed the mall’s roof to create an open-air, multi-level network of spaces that blends indoor 
with outdoor environments and connects the development with the surrounding streetscape. 
Tour attendees will have the opportunity to mingle with fellow architects and design industry 
professionals, explore the Quarter Market (Arlington’s first food hall), and to hear first-hand 
how thoughtful design can create a sense of community.

Presenters: Lauren Perry Ford, AIA, LEED® AP, Associate Principal, and Patrick Finucan, with 
Cooper Carry.

Registration required.
www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1840

http://www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1814
http://www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1804
http://www.aianova.org/event.php?eventID=1840
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Continuing Education Opportunities (Cont.)
continued from page 3

Forum on Green Building Practices
February 28, 6:30-8:00p

In association with the City of Alexandria Green Building Policy 
update, the City of Alexandria is holding a public education 
event to promote discussion of green building practices. The 
forum, which will include a presentation and panel discussion, is 
intended to encourage local builders, developers, designers, and 
residents to explore the complexities and challenges of the green 
building development and design review process and to engage 
in a constructive community dialogue about the ways that future 
public and private and small-scale residential properties can 
incorporate the basic principles of green building design.

Community members will have the option of attending in person 
or participating online through a LiveStream link posted on the 
project web page. An event agenda, speaker and panelist bios, 
as well as information about the City’s Green Building Policy 
Update will be available on the City’s website.

At Alexandria Renew Enterprises, 6th Floor, Ed Semonian Board 
Room, 1800 Limerick Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

www.alexandriava.gov/planning/info/default.aspx?id=108052

Project Delivery Symposium 2019: Delivering the Future
March 11-12 at AIA National, Washington, DC

Please join AIA for a deep discussion on the latest trends in 
project delivery. The increasing demand for successful project 
outcomes continues to drive the design and construction industry 
toward innovations in project delivery. Recent strategies such 
as Progressive Design Build and Integrated Project Delivery are 
rapidly evolving, and coupled with the relentless advancement of 
digital technologies, these delivery methods are transforming the 
traditional relationships among owners, architects, and builders.

With a growing body of evidence linking strong team 
collaboration to greater project success, project teams are 
becoming increasingly integrated and more transparent. Building 
design is now embodied in increasingly vast databases with 
multiple contributors, prompting new questions of authorship. 
Financial details of profit and overhead, once closely guarded, 
are now being openly shared. And as project teams adopt joint 
project direction, accountability is frequently less clear. All these 
trends are driving the need to reconsider project risk and its 
allocation.

This symposium will consider the future of project delivery and 
its central role in balancing these unrelenting trends. Owners, 
architects, engineers, constructors, will come together to offer 
their perspectives on the latest strategies for driving project 
outcomes, allocating risk, and employing software to close the 
gap between design, fabrication and construction.

Organized by the AIA Project Delivery Knowledge Community. 
Earn approximately 8.25 AIA LUs. $120. Registration closes 
March 1.

https://network.aia.org/projectdelivery/home/
projectdeliverysymposium

AIA Resilience and Adaptation 
Online Series

Do you want to integrate resilience into the design services your 
firm offers? The Resilience and Adaptation series is your answer. 
This exclusive multi-course series covers mitigation, resilience 
and adaptation, technical design application, and design process 
application. Take all courses in the series to learn best practices 
for mitigating risk for hazards, shocks, and stresses and adapting 
to changing conditions.

The AIA Resilience and Adaptation Online Series is developed by 
the AIA as part of the resilience and adaptation initiative.

Currently, there are nine courses available, but additional courses 
are planned.
• Resilience + Adaptation – An Introduction
• Hazards, Vulnerability, and Risk in the Built Environment
• Responding to Climate Change
• Codes and Rating Systems for Resilience
• Conducting Vulnerability Assessments
• New Construction: Hazard Mitigation Strategies
• Existing Buildings: Hazard Mitigation Retrofits
• Professional Risk and the Business Case for Resilience
• Community Design & Engagement for Resilience

For a limited time, you can purchase all nine courses and get 25% 
off the series! 
Register for the courses on AIAU at 

https://aiau.aia.org/aia-resilience-and-adaptation-online-series

2019 ARE Prep Series Underway

Make this your year to get licensed!

   • February 23 – Project Management, 10:00a-4:00p
   • March 23 – Programming + Analysis, 10:00a-3:00p
   • April 20 – Project Planning + Design, 10:00a-4:00p
   • May 11 – Project Development + Documentation, 

10:00a-4:00p
   • June 22 – Construction and Evaluation, 10:00a-3:00p

Organized by our Young Architects Forum, our award-winning 
ARE series takes place at AECOM in Arlington and via webcast 
in Roanoke and Norfolk. Visit our ARE Prep page for details.

www.aianova.org/are.php

http://www.alexandriava.gov/planning/info/default.aspx?id=108052
https://network.aia.org/projectdelivery/home/projectdeliverysymposium
https://network.aia.org/projectdelivery/home/projectdeliverysymposium
https://aiau.aia.org/aia-resilience-and-adaptation-online-series
http://www.aianova.org/are.php
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Thank You Ellen Cantor Charitable Contribution to the AIA Northern 
Virginia Community Outreach Fund

Thank you to Ellen Cantor, Hon. AIA Virginia, for her very 
generous donation to the chapter. Her gift will support our 
scholarship and public outreach programs. We are very touched 
by Ellen’s donation and thankful for her steadfast support of our 
chapter for many, many years.

As many of you know, Ellen was the chapter’s Executive 
Director for 10 years beginning in 1981. She and her husband, 
Marvin Cantor, FAIA, a past President of the chapter, were very 
active in the AIA at the local, state and national levels. Ellen was 
instrumental in helping me get started when I became Executive 
Director twenty years ago. I’ll never forget how she generously 
shared her time, knowledge and insight.

Ellen’s gift came in response to an article about year-end 
contributions written by Joe McCoy, AIA, our chapter’s 
President-Elect, and published in our November/December 
newsletter.

Please consider joining Ellen in supporting the chapter’s 
scholarship and public outreach programs.

by Deborah S. Burns, Hon. AIA
Executive Director

Please consider supporting the chapter’s Community Outreach 
Fund with a personal charitable contribution. Last year our 
chapter began a 501(c) (3) fund for charitable contributions to 
help support scholarships and public outreach programs. The 
fund is managed by the Virginia Foundation for Architecture 
under a fiscal agreement with our chapter and allows individuals 
to make tax-deductible contributions towards specific chapter 
programs. Donations can be directed for Scholarships, Public 
Outreach or left undesignated and will be applied where needs 
are the greatest.

Contributions to the fund are by check, made out to “The Virginia 
Foundation for Architecture, Inc.” In the memo line, write “AIA 
Northern Virginia Community Outreach Fund.” You can also 
indicate a particular use on this line, for example, “scholarships,” 
“public outreach,” or general fund.

Please include your name and address to receive an 
acknowledgement letter for tax purposes from the Foundation.

Mail your check to:
The Virginia Foundation for Architecture, Inc.
Attn: Penny Fletcher
2501 Monument Avenue
Richmond, VA 23220

Call for Building Tours during 
Architecture Week

This year our chapter will celebrate Architecture Week April 20-
28 through a variety of activities to engage and inform the public 
about the profession of architecture. Popular offerings in past 
years have been tours of recently completed projects led by the 
architects who were involved with the design and construction. 

These tours allow the public and our chapter members to 
experience buildings they may have seen under construction, 
or read about, and hear from the architects directly what 
considerations were important in the planning and execution of 
the project.

If your firm has a project you would like to include in this year’s 
Architecture Week please contact Joe McCoy, AIA

jmccoy@sanchezpalmerarchitects.com

Contact us today: (703) 579-1100
5870 Trinity Parkway, Suite 170; Centreville, VA 20120

Exceptional

People.

Exceptional

Opportunities.

FIND TALENT

FIND A JOB

mailto:jmccoy@sanchezpalmerarchitects.com
https://www.snelling.com/
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Did you know that AIA Northern Virginia has 17 chapter 
committees? It is through these committees that all chapter 
activities and events are planned and organized. Committee 
members are chapter members who volunteer to serve on a 
committee, or multiple committees.

This feature shares information about each committee and 
introduces you to the committee chairs. Please consider which 
committees interest you and reach out to the chairs to participate.

Legislative/Government Affairs

The Legislative/Government Affairs Committee advocates for 
architects, the profession, and the built environment, at the 
federal, state, and local levels. They advise the AIA Northern 
Virginia board and members about legislation affecting our 
profession through announcements, articles, and committee 
reports and coordinate advocacy issues and activities with AIA 
Virginia. They are currently preparing to visit our representatives 
on the Hill as part of the AIA’s Capitol Hill Day, which takes 

place in March during Grassroots, the AIA’s leadership and 
legislative conference.
Chair – Sean Reilly, AIA

sreilly@kernsgroup.com

Women in Architecture

WIA strives to expand the diversity of the design professions 
to mirror the society that we serve to promote awareness of the 
contributions of women architects, and to guide and encourage 
women to consider a career in architecture and allied fields. 
This very active committee organizes many educational, social, 
and service events throughout the year, as evident by their list 
of activities in this newsletter. They regularly host happy hours, 
book chats and pop-up lunches, organize lectures and building 
tours, and serve their community in local schools and with a 
Dress for Success clothing drive.
Co-Chairs – Rebecca Mezny, AIA and Katie Selis, AIA

rebeccam@mtfa.net
kselis@studio27arch.com

Committee Spotlight

mailto:sreilly@kernsgroup.com
mailto:rebeccam@mtfa.net
mailto:kselis@studio27arch.com
https://www.lightingenvironments.com/
https://www.garlandco.com/
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Women in Architecture - Upcoming Events

February 20 – Happy Hour 
6:00p, at District Commons in Washington, DC
Please join WIA for this fun happy hour, right on the edge 
of Washington Circle. District Commons is a 21st century version 
of a traditional American Tavern. Appetizers will be provided by 
WIA!

Book Chat – February 26
6:00p, at Stantec in Arlington
Join WIA for a discussion of Amy Cuddy’s bestseller, Presence: 
Bringing your Boldest Self to your Biggest Challenges. Don’t 
have time to read the book? No problem! Links to TED Talks, 
YouTube videos, and audiobooks, are available.

WIA Committee Meeting – March 4 
6:00p, at Maginniss + del Ninno Architects in Alexandria
A call in number is available for those that cannot attend in 
person.

Pop-Up Lunches – March 8
Celebrate International Women’s Day! A series of lunches will 
be held simultaneously at quick lunch spots in DC, Alexandria, 
Arlington and Fairfax.

Ballston Quarter: Transforming an Irrelevant Mall into a 
Mixed-Use Destination – March 27
5:30p, at Ballston Quarter 
WIA joins with YAF (Young Architects Forum) to tour a unique 
urban project that transformed an enclosed retail mall into a 
vibrant mixed-use destination, with a happy hour to follow at a 
nearby location.
 
Watch for information on the spring collection for Dress for 
Success – April 20-28

Details on all these events are available on the WIA website
www.aianova.org/wia

https://aianova.org/wia/event.php?eventID=1809
http://www.aianova.org/wia
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A’19 AIA Conference on Architecture (Cont.)
continued from page 1

A’19 programming includes sessions on artificial intelligence, 
data visualization, 3D concrete printing, Amazon Spheres, tall 
wood, nano-grid condos, immigrant architects, overcoming 
houselessness, the latest in WELL design, the energy-hog myth, 
designing border crossings and ports of entry, zero net energy 
affordable housing, new codes and standards, and architecture 
tours of local standouts like Frank Gehry’s Lou Ruvo Brain 
Center, Seven Magic Mountains, and the Downtown Container 
Park. 

You’ll leave Las Vegas with actionable insights that will inspire 
your projects and your practice, from some of the most creative 
architects, designers, firms, and futurists. You’ll also earn your 
HSW, ADA, GBCI, and AIA LU credits for the year. New AIA 
members get free registration!

Hotels fill quickly, so book your hotel soon:
https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/register/#hotel

Registration is now open:
https://conferenceonarchitecture.com

https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/
https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/register/#hotel
https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/
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Customize Your Chapter Emails

Fairfax County Launches ePlans Program

The Fairfax County Building Division recently launched its 
ePlans Program Implemented to improve speed, consistency 
and predictability, this digital plan review can be used to file 
permit applications for new commercial structures or commercial 
interior alterations.

Projects eligible for review in the Fast Track Program will grow 
from 4,500 to 10,000 square feet for business and mercantile 
occupancies, but only if the construction documents are 
submitted through ePlans.

For details visit 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/eplans

If you have comments or questions, call or email: 
703-222-0801, #2, TTY 711

LDSePlans@fairfaxcounty.gov

Several of our committees send emails focused on particular 
topics or groups, like Small Firms or Women in Architecture. 
Much like the AIA’s Knowledge Communities, these emails share 
information geared to a special interest. 

AIA Northern Virginia offers six specialized email lists and all 
members are welcome to sign on to receive any or all of the 
following options.  

    Committee on the Environment (COTE)
    Custom Residential Architects Network (CRAN)
    Historic Resources
    Small Firms
    Women in Architecture (WIA)
    Young Architects Forum (YAF)

Just send a request to 
aianova@aianova.org

Virginia Tech and the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
American History present the first annual ACCelerate: ACC 
Smithsonian Creativity and Innovation Festival on April 5-7, 
2019. 

The festival, programmed by Virginia Tech’s Institute for 
Creativity, Arts, and Technology and the Museum’s Lemelson 
Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation, is a three-day 
celebration of creative exploration and research at the nexus of 
science, engineering, arts, and design (SEAD). 

Visitors to the festival will interact with innovators and 
experience new interdisciplinary technologies developed to 
address global challenges. 

The festival takes over the west wing of the National Museum of 
American History and features 38 interactive installations from 
across the 15 ACC schools grouped in three thematic areas:

• Exploring Place and Environment
• Exploring Health, Body, and Mind
• Exploring Culture and the Arts

The event is free and open to the public. Learn more at
http://acceleratefestival.com/about/

ACCelerate: ACC Smithsonian’s Creativity and 
Innovation Festival

The 2019 AIA National Photography Competition© was founded 
to promote appreciation and awareness of the built environment 
as captured in images by architects. The competition, organized 
by AIA St. Louis, is open to all AIA and AIAS members and 
architects registered in the United States.

The entries must have an architectural theme or must contain 
some element of the man-made environment. The jury will use 
the photographic interpretation of the subject matter as their main 
criteria for judging, not the architecture itself.

A total of fourteen images are selected to be honored for display 
at A’19 Conference on Architecture in Las Vegas and made into 
note cards in 2020. Cash awards are given for First Place, $500; 
Second Place, $400; Third Place, $300; and for the Fuller Award 
(must be of American architecture; Al Fuller was the founder of 
the competition).
 
Entry fees: AIAS members $15; Associate AIA members $30; 
AIA members $35; non-member architects $70. Entrants may 
submit up to five slides for each entry fee and may enter as many 
times as desired.

Entries are due April 15, 2019. To learn more, submit online or 
download entry form, visit 

www.aia-stlouis.org

2019 AIA National Photography Competition

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plan2build/eplans
mailto:LDSePlans%40fairfaxcounty.gov?subject=
mailto:aianova@aianova.org
http://acceleratefestival.com/about/
http://www.aia-stlouis.org
http://archres-inc.com
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Show Us Your Work!

We are looking for projects to publish in this newsletter and BLAST. We offer three features to showcase our members’ work:  

On the Boards
Featured Projects 

Sketches

AIA Member Benefits
                                                                           (that you might not know about)

COTE Top Ten Toolkit

Don’t Forget to Renew Your AIA Membership

If you’ve already renewed for 2019, thank you!

We want you to know how much we appreciate having you as a 
member. Your continued support makes our programs, events and 
initiatives possible each year. 

If you haven’t gotten around to paying yet, this is a reminder that 
your membership renewal is due now. You are able to pay your 
dues:

• Online
www.aia.org/pages/151796-your-passion-our-purpose

• By Mail – see your invoice for instructions 
• By Phone – (800) AIA 3837, option 2

With benefits like free continuing education seminars, 
informative publications and website, networking opportunities, 
mentoring sessions, professional programs, a free ARE lending 
library, social events, community outreach programs and chapter 
leaders and staff available to help you, there is great value in 
renewing. Learn more about member benefits:

www.aia.org/pages/21421-the-benefits-of-membership

Take advantage of the Dues Installment Program, Free 
Membership for New Grads, and Free A’19 Registration for New 
Members:

www.aia.org/pages/22941-current-aia-membership-incentives

Contact the Chapter if you need additional information or help 
with renewing your membership:

aianova@aianova.org or (703) 549-9747

The recently introduced COTE® toolkit helps architecture 
firms make improvements in the performance of their projects 
by presenting them with curated, concise, and effective 
sustainability.

Very high performance is often seen as something only available 
to a few ambitious buildings with the right client, program, or 
budget. These high performers are important as examples of what 
is possible, but they will not solve our environmental challenges 
by themselves. 

Although the AIA COTE Top Ten Awards program recognizes 
only the top performing projects, the COTE Top Ten Measures 
and this Toolkit can be used as a framework to guide the design 
of all projects.  

The intent is to keep this resource current and to add to it over 
time. Ultimately, this feedback loop informs refinements to the 
fundamental measures themselves.

View the toolkit at 
www.aia.org/resources/6077668-the-cote-top-ten-toolkit

On the Boards -- Each issue of AIA Northern Virginia News 
features a project currently “on the boards” being designed by 
Chapter members. These can include theoretical, conceptual 
and unbuilt projects or projects currently in the planning or 
design phase. Submissions should include a project description 
of 150-250 words and at least four images at print resolution. 
Other information to include is the project name, location and 
photographer credit, where needed.

Featured Projects -- Each issue of BLAST features a recently 
completed project designed by a Chapter member. Submissions 
should include a project description of 150-250 words and two-
four images. Other information to include is the project name, 
location and photographer credit. You may also include a link if 
your website has more information on the project.

Sketches -- Sketches is a feature in AIA Northern Virginia News 
showcasing the artistic talents of our members. We encourage 
you to share your sketches. Please send high resolution copies of 
one to five sketches with brief captions and information on how 
we should credit you, the artist.

We will generally publish work on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Photos and images may be resized or cropped to fit the formatting 
and it may be necessary to edit the description. Please let us know 
if you wish to review any changes before publication. 

To submit for any of these features, just email all material to 
aianova@aianova.org

Thanks for sharing!

http://www.aia.org/pages/151796-your-passion-our-purpose
http://www.aia.org/pages/21421-the-benefits-of-membership
http://www.aia.org/pages/22941-current-aia-membership-incentives 
mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aia.org/resources/6077668-the-cote-top-ten-toolkit
mailto:aianova@aianova.org
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On the Boards

Jesuit Rectory at Gonzaga 
College High School
GBR Architects 
Washington, DC

GBR is currently working on the 
renovation of the historic Jesuit Rectory at 
Gonzaga College High School. The five-
story brick structure is an elegant example 
of well-crafted Victorian architecture 
brickwork with elegant interior rooms.

The renovation will turn the lower level into a Counseling and Spirituality Center and the upper floors are being reconfigured to 
provide more amenable residential facilities for the residents, including ADA compliant bathrooms and new finishes throughout.

Main features of the renovation include a new chapel for the resident priests, new dining facilities and a completely renovated kitchen. 
The existing HVAC system is also being upgraded throughout the building. Site work includes creating new entrances to the lower 
floors, new light wells and proper waterproofing for the building.

Images courtesy GBR Architects
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by Eliza B. Engle, AIA
AIA Virginia Director and PAC Trustee

The AIA Virginia PAC (Political Action Committee) had a record 
breaking year in 2018, recording the largest amount raised in 
the history of the PAC, $21,775. The Government Advocacy 
Advisory Council (GAAC) had set the high goal of $15,000 last 
January (more than double the typical annual amount raised) and 
we broke through that! Great job everyone!

This year firms made contributions on behalf of their employees. 
If you take that into consideration it is estimated that we had over 
450 investors or about 18% of member participation. Historically 
we have been at less than 3% participation for an area of 
influence that has the greatest impact on how we practice.

We appreciate the AIA leadership and their leading by example, 
we had 100% participation from the AIA Virginia Board, and 
100% participation from 4 out of the 5 local component Boards, 
including Northern Virginia. NOVA unfortunately did not win the 
inaugural PAC component championship, Rumble in the Jungle,

www.aiava.org/2018-pac-champion
but there is always this year!

www.aiava.org/2019-pac-rumble-in-the-jungle

AIA Virginia PAC Report for 2018

The PAC website is open and ready for your 2019 contribution.
https://aiavapac.org/give

This year the GAAC has set our goals high, once again, with a 
$35K goal. We can do this, especially if everyone gives at least 
$15! Think about that, for the cost of lunch with a beverage you 
can help the AIA Virginia Political Action Committee represent 
our profession at the Virginia State Legislature. You can see an 
outlook for the 2019 short legislative session here:

www.aiava.org/2019-political-outlook-in-virginia

For those of you unfamiliar with what the PAC does, 
www.aiava.org/advocacy

it represents Architects in the Commonwealth of Virginia in 
the Virginia State Legislature. We invest in relationships with 
Legislators who believe in the work we are doing and in the 
issues that are important to us. The money doesn’t go to specific 
candidates, Democrats or Republicans, but goes to support the 
political party of Architecture.

Thanks for your participation and donation!

http://www.aiava.org/2018-pac-champion
http://www.aiava.org/2019-pac-rumble-in-the-jungle
https://www.aia.org/join
https://aiavapac.org/give
http://www.aiava.org/2019-political-outlook-in-virginia
http://www.aiava.org/advocacy
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Selection Process for Regional Representative to 
AIA Strategic Council

New Regional Associate Director & 
SFx Representative Selected

Jeffrey G. Butts, Jr., Associate AIA Selected Regional 
Associate Director

The AIA Region of the Virginias Board of Directors has selected 
Jeffrey G. Butts, Jr., Associate AIA, as Regional Associate 
Director for the 2019 – 2020 term on the AIA National Associates 
Committee. Jeffrey graduated from Howard University in 2011 
and works for Hanbury, where he has been since 2016.  He 
previously worked for KGD Architecture in Bangalore, India, 
from 2011 to 2016, studied abroad at the Danish Institute from 
2009 to 2010, and worked for Americorps from 2008 to 2009.  
He has been involved with both local and national organizations 
as a student, a community advocate, and as the AIA Hampton 
Roads Board Coordinator for the YAF, where he has been 
instrumental in its resurgence of energy and activity. Read the 
complete press release at

www.aiava.org/new-regional-associate-director/

Colin M. Arnold, AIA, Selected Regional Representative to 
National AIA Small Firm Exchange (SFx)

The AIA Region of the Virginias Board of Directors has selected 
Colin M. Arnold, AIA, as Regional Representative to the 
National AIA Small Firm Exchange (SFx). Colin graduated from 
Virginia Tech in 1998 and lives in Roanoke. He has worked in 
the Blue Ridge since graduating and founded his own firm in 
Christiansburg, Arnold Design Studio, specializing in affordable 
housing. He has been recognized repeatedly for his ground-
breaking work in Virginia housing, particularly for his focus on 
sustainability, including the Virginia Green Innovation Award for 
“Best Green Designer.” As a housing expert, he has offered his 
knowledge and experience through presentations and seminars. 
He has also been involved with both local and state organizations, 
including his participation in the first Class of Virginia’s 
Emerging Leaders in Architecture Program. Read the complete 
press release at

https://www.aiava.org/new-regional-representative-selected/

Every three years, the Region of The Virginias elects a 
Representative to the AIA Strategic Council, the AIA’s “think 
tank.” As part of the AIA’s organizational repositioning 
implemented in 2014, AIA governance was divided into a “bi-
cameral” type of structure, a much smaller, more nimble Board 
of Directors and a newly-formed Strategic Council. Strategic 
Councilors focus entirely on big-picture, futurist-type thinking 
about the future of architects and architecture... and the Institute’s 
opportunities to prepare for that future proactively. In 2019, The 
Virginias will elect a Representative to Strategic Council for the 
three-year term beginning in 2020 and ending in 2022.

Nominations are open and can be submitted at any time prior to 
February 28, 2019. Those desiring to nominate someone or to 
volunteer to stand for election may do so by simply submitting 

Follow AIA Northern Virginia

on Facebook 
facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter 
twitter.com/aianova

a letter of intent to the current Regional Representative (by 
email, fax, or USPS) by February 28, 2019. Nominees will be 
announced at Grassroots to be held in Washington, DC, on March 
6-8. If all nominees are present, each will be given an opportunity 
to briefly address the Region. Nominees will also be given an 
opportunity to submit credentials and candidate statements after 
Grassroots, which will be distributed to component leadership. 
Voting will take place by component delegates at the A’19 
National AIA Conference in Las Vegas in June.

Please refer to the complete announcement at
www.aiava.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Region-of-
Virginias-Regional-Rep-Selection-Process.pdf

For questions, contact our Regional Representative to AIA 
Strategic Council, Brian Frickie, AIA

bfrickie@kernsgroup.com

http://www.aiava.org/new-regional-associate-director/
https://www.aiava.org/new-regional-representative-selected/
http://facebook.com/aianova
http://twitter.com/aianova
https://www.aiacontracts.org/
http://www.aiava.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Region-of-Virginias-Regional-Rep-Selection-Process.pdf
http://www.aiava.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Region-of-Virginias-Regional-Rep-Selection-Process.pdf
mailto:bfrickie@kernsgroup.com
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Professional Practice

AIA Virginia Firm Directory – AIA Virginia will be launching 
the first online Virginia Firm Directory in 2019. In order to 
facilitate the collection of information that will be included, 
please let them know who at your firm will be responsible for 
providing this information. 

www.aiava.org/aia-virginia-firm-directory

The best way to stay informed about actions taken by the 
United States Congress that affect architects is by signing up 
for Architect Action Alerts and texting “AIA” to 40649. It is 
also the most effective way to hear how you can help advocate. 
Visit the new Architect Action Center where you can learn 
more about AIA’s agenda, and be able to directly message your 
member of Congress regarding AIA’s top issues on its federal 
agenda for 2019 and 2020.

www.aia.org/takeaction

The Association for Preservation Technology is accepting 
abstracts for their 2019 conference in Miami, November 19-
23. Sessions, workshops and a symposium will delve into the 
most pressing issues affecting 21st century preservation and 
conservation. Abstracts are due March 4. 

www.apti.org

Human Resources Assistance for Firm Owners – Through the 
AIA Trust, AIA members can request a free XcelHR 360 Audit 
to help manage your firm’s HR activities.

www.theaiatrust.com/how-employment-lawsuits-can-destroy-
your-firm

The AIA AAH Healthcare Design Awards showcase the 
best of healthcare building design and planning as well as 
healthcare design-oriented research. The awards highlight the 
trends of healthcare facilities and the future direction of these 
facilities. Projects should exhibit conceptual strength that 
solve aesthetic, civic, urban, and social concerns as well as the 
requisite functional and sustainability concerns associated with a 
healthcare setting. Submit projects by March 18.

www.aia.org/awards/7906-aia-healthcare-design-awards

The Architects Foundation/McAslan Fellowship supports 
travel for two students to engage with McAslan + Partners and 
the World Monuments Fund in the restoration program for the 
Madame Gauthier Villa in Port au Prince, Haiti, as part of the US 
State Department’s newly awarded Ambassador’s Fund. Students 
must be matriculating from a NAAB-accredited undergraduate 
architecture program or studying within a NAAB-accredited 
master’s degree program. Applications close March 20.

https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/
architecturescholarships

The AIA Fellows of Virginia have honored the service and 
accomplishments of Helene Combs Dreiling, FAIA by endowing 
a Fellowship to both commemorate and continue her efforts in 
providing young architects with opportunities to learn and grow 
professionally. Throughout her career, Helene has championed 
the unique needs of emerging professionals, and advocated on 
their behalf as President of AIA Blue Ridge, President of AIA 
Virginia, Regional Director for the Virginias, as a staff Vice 
President at the American Institute of Architects, as Secretary of 
the Institute and finally as National President of the American 
Institute of Architects.

Sourced through the Virginia Foundation for Architecture, this 
Fellowship fund is intended to give emerging professionals 
access to opportunities they might not otherwise have due to 
cost limitations, knowledge of the profession, or access to a 
network of peers to help them along their path. With the specific 
goal of increasing their exposure to and participation in the 
AIA, this scholarship will acquaint emerging professionals with 
architectural practice in all its forms to assist them in making 
career choices, understanding the benefits of, and giving them a 
voice in the evolution of their professional society.

The Fellowship is awarded to one individual or team every other 
year. 

Completed applications are due by March 1, 2019. Download the 
complete Fellowship information:

www.aiava.org/honorsawards/helene-combs-dreiling-faia-
fellowship/

Helene Combs Dreiling, FAIA Fellowship Opportunities to Pursue Business in China

Architecture and design firms offering services to build 
themed attraction parks, urban leisure destinations, and other 
entertainment related components in China are sought by 
Chinese developers. Due to a growing middle class and increased 
discretionary income, Chinese consumers and 330 million annual 
visitors are estimated to generate $1.8 billion in admissions 
revenue by 2020. The U.S. Commercial Service is organizing 
a Roadshow to assist U.S. companies pursuing business 
opportunities in China’s themed entertainment industry.

The U.S. Commercial Service sponsored Roadshow to China, 
March 28-April 2, 2019, encompasses a series of trade events 
selected for their potential to connect U.S. architecture and design 
firms with lucrative business opportunities. The anchor event, 
China Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions (CAAPA) 
Expo in Beijing provides an opportunity for U.S. companies to 
showcase their new technology to thousands of international 
visitors with a site visit to Tongzhou Universal Studio Theme 
Park (currently under construction). Separate stops include Hong 
Kong & Shenzhen focusing on family entertainment centers and 
urban leisure destinations, and an additional stop in Ningbo to 
meet with attraction park developers.

The Roadshow leverages U.S. Commercial Diplomats and 
Specialists posted across China to recruit local representatives 
for one-on-one business match-making sessions with U.S. 
companies. Deadline to apply is February 28, 2019. To register 
for this Roadshow or learn more about business opportunities in 
China, contact Cody Dietrich 703-235-0064 or 

cody.dietrich@trade.gov. 

http://www.aiava.org/aia-virginia-firm-directory
http://www.aia.org/takeaction
http://www.apti.org
http://www.theaiatrust.com/how-employment-lawsuits-can-destroy-your-firm
http://www.theaiatrust.com/how-employment-lawsuits-can-destroy-your-firm
http://www.aia.org/awards/7906-aia-healthcare-design-awards
https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/architecturescholarships
https://architectsfoundation.org/what-we-do/architecturescholarships
http://www.aiava.org/honorsawards/helene-combs-dreiling-faia-fellowship/
http://www.aiava.org/honorsawards/helene-combs-dreiling-faia-fellowship/
mailto:cody.dietrich@trade.gov
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FYI

Classified AdsDewberry is pleased to announce that Jean O’Toole, AIA, PMP, 
LEED® AP BD+C, NCARB, has been promoted to associate 
principal and Roderick Williams, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, 
has been promoted to senior associate. Jean is a business unit 
manager for civic, federal, healthcare, and justice architecture. 
She earned her bachelor of science in architecture and bachelor of 
architecture from the Catholic University of America. Roderick 
is a project architect who specializes in public safety, federal, 
and civic projects. He earned a master’s in architecture from the 
University of Cincinnati and a bachelor’s in architecture from the 
University of Kentucky.

The Alexandria City Council has appointed John Goebel, AIA 
an architect with Copper Carry Architects and currently a 
BAR (Board of Architectural Review) member, to the Planning 
Commission. He joins Steven Koenig, AIA, with LKH 
Architects, who was unanimously reappointed to the commission 
for a second term. John was the only new appointment to 
the commission from a pool of 18 applicants. This is the first 
time Alexandria has had two architects on the seven-person 
commission.

DBI Expands 
Market Reach 
through Strategic 
Partnership – 
Two years ago, a 
relationship began 
between two 
like-minded firms: 
DBI Architects, 
an innovator in 
commercial office 
buildings and 
workplace design, 

and FitzGerald, a leader in the design of multi-family housing. 
Initially formed to pursue mixed-use projects as an alliance 
leveraging both firms’ talent and experience, this relationship 
has developed into DBI + FitzGerald, a strategic partnership 
seeking to extend their combined reach in two geographic regions 
and market sectors – and to tackle large, complex projects that 
present with a variety of program and planning challenges. DBI, 
headquartered in the Washington, DC area, is a 45-year-old firm 

of 40 professionals with deep expertise in commercial office 
architecture and interiors. FitzGerald, headquartered in Chicago, 
is a firm of 55 professionals with a 100-year legacy of multi-
family housing, mixed-use, and adaptive reuse architecture and 
design experience.

HGA announces that Sergio Cappuccio, Associate AIA, a 
senior project designer working with public and corporate clients, 
has been promoted to Associate Vice President at the firm. This 
promotion recognizes Sergio’s contributions to HGA’s growth as 
a national, multi-disciplinary design firm.

Work Station for Rent

Work station, including access to internet, printer, scanner, 
and Wi-Fi, available for rent in solo architect’s office in Old 
Town Alexandria. The latest Autodesk AEC Collection may be 
included. 

If interested please contact:
Bridget Gaddis, AIA, LEED AP
973-701-8800

bgaddis@gotogaddis.com

Instructor Sought for High School Level  
Architecture Course

An instructor is needed for introductory high school-level, 
architecture basics courses for the 2019-20 school year. Course 
would run for 2 hours per week for 2 semesters (total of 30 
weeks), on Fridays from September to May in Oakton, VA, near 
Fairfax/Vienna. There is an option for an additional 1-hour class 
for middle school students. Class size would be 8-12 students. 

Skills to be taught would include: program definition, blocking 
plans, conceptual and schematic design process, simple floor 
plans, elevations, basic sections, finish and furnishings selections. 
All work will be hand-drawn rather than CAD, so basic drafting 
and sketching skills should also be taught. Sample projects from 
past courses include design of dream house, themed restaurant, 
ultimate teen hang-out/club house, etc. 

This class would be a high school level elective with qualitative 
instructor feedback provided in lieu of grades. Ideal candidate 
is a current or former practicing architect with some teaching 
experience or work with teens. 

Compensation negotiable. Apply with resume and statement of 
interest/experience to

support@compassclasses.com

mailto:bgaddis@gotogaddis.com
mailto:support@compassclasses.com
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Membership Update

NEW MEMBERS

Fatma A. AlMulla, Assoc. AIA
Brent M. Amos, AIA, Cooper Carry Architects
Ana I. Ayerbe, AIA, The Savias Group
Laura Z. Blumberg, AIA, KTGY Group
Mery G. Boza, Assoc. AIA
Valerie Caruolo, Assoc. AIA, Hord Coplan Macht
Shayna Cini, Assoc. AIA
Ankur Deshpande, AIA
Allie Ditzel, AIA, HGA
Marisa E. Dorsey, Assoc. AIA, EEC Excavation Inc.
Amy Findley, AIA, Waldon Studio Architects & Planners
Richard G. Fullerton, AIA, U.S. Dept. of State
Marcy A. Giannunzio, AIA, DIAG Studios
Cedric Gilliam, Assoc. AIA, Jacobs
Calvin K. Heimberg, Assoc. AIA, Kerns Group Architects
Erik D. Johnson, Assoc. AIA, Helbing Lipp Recny Architects
Theresa C. Kelly, AIA
Stephen F. Kenney, AIA, RV Architects
Yoshikado Koyama, AIA, HOK
Jamie A. Krissoff, AIA, HDR
Geoffrey R. Lawson, AIA, Shalom Baranes Associates
Kevin LeMans, AIA, HDR Architecture
Keith D. Leonard, AIA, RRMM Architects
David J. Manty, AIA, Jacobs
Clare A. McCaffrey, AIA
Jessica M. Mole, Assoc. AIA, JSA Architects Interiors Planners
Patrick S. Murphy, Assoc. AIA
Admo Ogun, AIA, MTFA Architecture
Jee Park, Assoc. AIA
Lyndon Michael Rennard, AIA, AECOM
Jorge E. Rodriguez, AIA, U.S. Dept. of State
Peter Serafin, AIA, Reader & Swartz Architects
Shiri G. Shubbar, Assoc. AIA
Christina Snow-Hill, Assoc. AIA, NAVFAC Atlantic
Suzanne Wharton-Lake, Assoc. AIA, International Finance Corporation
Katherine R. Williams, AIA, Fifth Generation Holdings

UPGRADING MEMBERS

Hyun Cheol Cha, AIA, Hord Coplan Macht to Architect
Rabeea Hameed, AIA, MTFA Architecture to Architect
Peter Kowalcheck, AIA, Jacobs to Architect
Walter N. Seedlock, AIA to Emeritus

PARTNERS

Supporter

Potomac Valley Brick
15810 Indianola Drive, Suite 100, Rockville, MD 21237

www.PVBrick.com
Tom Sheridan - TSheridan@PVBrick.com; 301/309 9600

Contributor

Mosaic Express
1920 L Street, NW, Frnt 3, Washington, DC 20036

www.mosaicexpress.com
Mark Sentner - mark@mosaicexpress.com; 202/296 3276 x223

Friends

Ames & Gough Insurance Risk Management, Inc. 
8300 Greensboro Drive, Suite 980, McLean, VA 22102

www.amesgough.com; 703/827 2277
Matt Gough - MGough@amesgough.com
Cady Sinks - CSinks@amesgough.com

Arch Resources
29 Mainland Road, Harleysville, PA 19435

www.archres-inc.com 
Mike Clancy - mike@archres-inc.com; 301/982 6464
Peter Martindell - peter@archres-inc.com; 267/500 2142

Barrons Lumber
23 West Diamond Avenue, Gaithersburg, MD 20877

www.barronslumber.com
Brandon Morris - BrandonMorris@barronslumber.com; 

717/448 3328
Ed Messick - EdMessick@barronslumber.com; 703/232 2772

ECS Mid-Atlantic
14026 Thunderbolt Place, Suite 100, Chantilly, VA 20151

www.ecslimited.com 
Kathleen Coxe - KWCoxe@ecslimited.com; 703/810 1208
Irene Kwon - IKwon@ecslimited.com; 703/471 8400

E.E. Reed Construction – East Coast, LLC
3076 Centreville Road, Suite 210, Herndon, VA 20171

www.eereedeast.com; 703/925 0700
Eric Dooley - EDooley@eereed.com
Candace Wiggins - CWiggins@eereed.com

T.W. Perry
8101 Snouffer School Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879

www.TWPerry.com; 301/840 9600
Ken Clark - KClark@twperry.com
Jennifer Nugent - JNugent@twperry.com

Follow AIA Northern Virginia

on Facebook 
facebook.com/aianova

on Twitter 
twitter.com/aianova

http://www.PVBrick.com
mailto:TSheridan@PVBrick.com
http://www.mosaicexpress.com
mailto:mark@mosaicexpress.com
http://www.amesgough.com
mailto:MGough@amesgough.com
mailto:CSinks@amesgough.com
http://www.archres-inc.com
mailto:mike@archres-inc.com
mailto:peter@archres-inc.com
http://www.barronslumber.com
mailto:BrandonMorris@barronslumber.com
mailto:EdMessick@barronslumber.com
http://www.ecslimited.com
mailto:KWCoxe@ecslimited.com
mailto:IKwon@ecslimited.com
http://www.eereedeast.com
mailto:EDooley@eereed.com
mailto:CWiggins@eereed.com
http://www.TWPerry.com
mailto:KClark@twperry.com
mailto:JNugent@twperry.com
http://facebook.com/aianova
http://twitter.com/aianova
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Calendar

AIA Northern Virginia Calendar - www.aianova.org

AIA|DC Calendar - http://aiadc.com/calendar

AIA Potomac Valley Calendar - www.aiapv.org/

AIA Virginia Calendar -  https://www.aiava.org/events

Branch Museum Calendar - http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events

February

Women in Architecture Happy Hour
February 20 | 6:00p | Washington

ARE Exam Series: Project Management
February 23 | 10:00a | Arlington

WIA Book Chat
February 26 | 6:00p | Arlington

CRAN – Integrating Acoustics into Architecture
February 27 | 12:00p | Vienna

360 Mentoring General Session 3
February 27 | 6:00p | Arlington

YAF Happy Hour
February 28 | 6:30p | TBD

Forum on Green Building Practices
February 28 | 6:30p | Alexandria

March

Women in Architecture Committee Meeting
March 4 | 6:00p | Alexandria

Chapter Open House
March 5 | 6:00p | Alexandria

Women in Architecture Pop-Up Lunches
March 8 | Noon | Multiple locations

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
March 11 | 4:30p | Alexandria

Design Awards Committee Meeting
March 15 | Noon | Alexandria

AIA Virginia Art of Practice Conference
March 22 | Centreville

ARE Exam Series: Programming and Analysis
March 23 | 10:00a | Arlington

Ballston Quarter: Transforming an Irrelevant Mall into a Mixed-
Use Destination

March 27 | 5:30p | Arlington

Save the Date 
2019 AIA Women’s Leadership Summit

The biannual AIA Women’s Leadership Summit will take place 
in Minneapolis on September 12-14, 2019. The summit spans a 
diverse spread of career stages and seeks to support all women in 
the profession.

www.aia.org/resources/180571-aia-womens-leadership-summit

CORPORATE ALLIED MEMBERS

Benjamin Moore & Co. 
7015 Trek Way, Gainesville, VA 20155

www.BenjaminMoore.com
Nick Holmquist - Nick.Holmquist@benjaminmoore.com; 

571/279 5208

Enlightened Lighting, LLC
201 Davis Drive, Suite G, Sterling, VA 20164

www.EnlightenedLights.com 
Patrick Harders - Patrick@EnlightenedLights.com; 703/636 5225

INDIVIDUAL ALLIED MEMBERS

Gabriella Clark, LandDesign, Inc. 
GCanamar@landdesign.com

Matt Dwyer, PE, Dwyer Engineering
info@Dwyer.com

Timothy Hughes, Esq., Bean, Kinney & Korman, PC
THughes@beankinney.com

Christopher J. Kelley, Thomas Downey, Ltd. 
CJKelley@TDLengineers.com

Terrance McShane, Esq.; McShane PC
TMM@McShanepc.com

http://www.aianova.org
http://aiadc.com/calendar
http://www.aiapv.org/
https://www.aiava.org/events/
http://branchmuseum.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.aia.org/resources/180571-aia-womens-leadership-summit
http://www.BenjaminMoore.com
mailto:Nick.Holmquist@benjaminmoore.com
http://www.EnlightenedLights.com
mailto:Patrick@EnlightenedLights.com
mailto:GCanamar@landdesign.com
mailto:info@Dwyer.com
mailto:THughes@beankinney.com
mailto:CJKelley@TDLengineers.com
mailto:TMM@McShanepc.com
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a
Chapter Partners

Supporter
Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company 
www.pvbrick.com

Contributor
Mosaic Express Printing

Friends
Ames & Gough Insurance Risk Management, Inc.
Andersen Windows & Doors
Arch Resources, Inc.
Barrons Lumber
C.M. Kling + Associates
ECS Mid-Atlantic 
E.E. Reed Construction – East Coast, LLC
Pella Mid-Atlantic
T.W. Perry
Western Window Systems
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