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Open House 2011
Tuesday, March 8, 6:00p

AIA Northern Virginia Chapter House
205 South Patrick Street, Alexandria

Rebuilding Together
by Sy Samaha, AIA
Chair, Architecture Week Committee
Last year, during Architecture Week,
a group of ten volunteers, including
eight AIA Northern Virginia architects,
worked on a home sponsored by Rebuilding Together of Arlington/Fairfax.
The 80+ year old widow who had lived
in the house for the past 45 years was
very grateful to have many nagging
2010 Volunteers update an Alexandria home
deficiencies repaired in her home. The
work included wood framing, drywall work, stair repairs and painting to name a few
of the tasks completed. The volunteers shared a great sense of accomplishment and
satisfaction in helping a needy neighbor in our community and we quickly morphed
into a working team and shared a lot of laughs along the way that day. I believe all
would say it was a great experience.
This year we plan to work with Rebuilding Together Alexandria and hope we can
sponsor a project as well as provide volunteers to complete the work. Sponsorships
range from $1,000 to many thousands; we would like to achieve a “Builder” sponsorship of $3,000. The funds raised are for the purchase of materials needed for the work.
We hope firms might donate $50 to $100 to the fund and anything individuals wish to
donate would be welcomed as well. Sponsorships are due by January 31, 2011.
The actual workday is April 30, 2011 and we would like to have our volunteer commitments finalized by April 1 to allow for project planning. Volunteers may work all
continues on page 6

Norfolk Site of Emerging Leaders in Architecture Class Project
VSAIA Begins Third Year of Honors Academy
by Brian J. Frickie, AIA
Kerns Group Architects, PC
Participants in the Emerging Leaders in
Architecture program completed a study
of downtown Norfolk looking for ways
to reinvigorate the connection between
the commercial district and the waterfront. The project is an integral part
of the ELA, an Honors Academy of the
VSAIA, now in its third year. Sixteen
young Architects, interns and students
from all over Virginia work together on
the class project.

ELA project site in Norfolk

“The project is just one of three methods
we use in the ELA program to convey key principles about architecture practice,” says
Wayne Conners, Director of Professional Development for VSAIA, “At each of the
eight sessions held throughout the year, we bring in experts to introduce big ideas, we
continues on page 6
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If On a Winter’s Night

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER

by Brian Donnelly, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President
On the side of the road, just outside Falls Church on I-66, a
convoy of a dozen or more snow plows and salt trucks sat idling
on Christmas night, waiting in vain for the first winter storm of
the season. Preparedness is a virtue to be sure, but it’s a curiosity
of our times that even the threat of snow has become a test that
reveals the effectiveness of our community’s leaders, or exposes
their incompetence. A well regarded mayor quickly becomes a
former elected official for want of a few snow shovels. Even at
the neighborhood level, nothing says good citizen quite like a
crisply shoveled sidewalk and a clear driveway.
But the true beauty of snow isn’t so much what it reveals, as what
it conceals. And therein lays its true danger as well. Sure snow
can be crippling, but we might agree that snow, as a political
force, is more of an analogy – a surrogate for other more potent
and persistent disasters. We can also agree, as people concerned
with the built environment, that snow is more truly an aesthetic
force which softens but at the same time sharpens our perception
of a place. But ultimately, snow is ephemeral, and everything that
it buries is eventually uncovered. More to the point, everything
that was forgotten as we struggled to gain our winter footing,
including those things that were happily forgotten, eventually rise
to the surface again.
It occurred to me as I passed those idle salt trucks that we have
become adept at responding to snow storms precisely because
they are exhilarating but predictable, limited in duration and
problematic only for the small portion of the world that is paved.
In that sense, we’re right to be disappointed when our public
servants can’t cope with them. In fact, it’s likely we’ve set the bar
a bit too low. On the other hand, the slower-moving disasters, the
ones we have generations to prepare for, are the ones we seem
least competent to confront, or lack the political will to engage.
Our profession, inherently optimistic and long-sighted, might
serve its own interests best by lowering its shoulder to these
slow-moving disasters.
A favorite professor once told us that in order to have a lasting impact on the shape of our communities we would need to
“insinuate ourselves into the body politic,” a particularly graceful
way of saying that architects need to do more than just design –
we need to engage, advocate and guide. Even as the economic
freeze that stopped us in our tracks two years ago appears to be
thawing, the design professions remain on uncertain ground. In a
perplexing new political environment, it’s a struggle to recapture
the urgency and clarity that characterized our advocacy efforts
two years ago, a clarity that was predicated on short-term interests, even if the solutions promised long-term benefits.
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I was at the AIA Grassroots Conference then, when the 2009
Recovery and Reinvestment Act was being debated in the U.S.
continues on page 4
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Lunch Seminars
Our Lunch Series offers either two related seminars or a single two-hour presentation, providing you the opportunity to earn 2 learning units. The first presentation is held from 11:00anoon. There will then be a 15 minute break to get lunch, which will be provided and can be
eaten during the second presentation which runs from 12:15p - 1:15p. Locations for our Lunch
Series will rotate to make it easier for more members to attend.
AIA members attend free of charge, non-members are $20. Space is limited and registration is
required. Please e-mail your registration request to reservations@aianova.org.
Wednesday, February 9
11:00a-1:15p, at the Chatper House, 205 S Patrick Street, Old Town.
Session 1: Tall Wall Design Using Engineered Wood Products
The course provides an overview of the design considerations and code requirements for using
engineered wood lumber in tall wall design – building walls over 10 feet tall using composite
lumber wall studs in residential and commercial projects. 1 AIA/CES HSW LU.
Session 2: Fire-Rated Cementitious Coated OSB in Wall and Roof Sheathing Applications
The course provides an overview of fire-rated cementitious coated Oriented Strand Board
(OSB) sheathing for wall and roof sheathing applications in terms of its structural and performance properties and contribution to enhancing the sustainable built environment. The majority
of this course is made up of sustainable design information. 1 AIA/CES HSW/SD LU.
Presented by Louisiana-Pacific Building Products: Jim Ducat, Barrier Technology; Steve Zapcic, LP Senior District Sales Manager; and Ed Cattoi, LP District Sales Manager.
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Green Building Workshop Series - An Eco-City Alexandria Initiative

Stephen A. Smith, AIA
Historic Resources

February 5
9:00a-12:30p, at the Alexandria City Hall, 301 King Street, Sister Cities Room 1101.

Carol Rickard-Brideau, AIA
Honors

Workshop #1 of 6 - Greening Your Home, Apartment, or Small Business

Valerie Hassett, AIA
Statewide Legislative Affairs

The City of Alexandria invites members of the public to attend the first Eco-City Alexandria
Green Building Workshop. Learn do-it-yourself improvements to save energy and increase
comfort for your home, apartment or small business. Scheduled speakers include Jason Holstine,
President and Founder of Amicus Green Building Center; Doug Horgan, Vice President, Best
Practices of BOWA Builders, Inc.; and Annette Osso, President of VSBN.
Other workshops are planned for the future, including:
March 19 - Energy Audits for Home and Small Business
May 7 - The Green Landscape: For you and the Chesapeake Bay
For information on the workshop series visit http://alexandriava.gov/Eco-City or call the Office
of Environmental Quality at (703) 746-4065. To learn more about the City’s green building efforts, visit:
http://www.alexandriava.gov/GreenBuilding.
Participants in the workshop are encouraged to RSVP to erica.bannerman@alexandriava.gov

AIA Northern Virginia News

David Prevette, AIA
Schools Connections
Matthew G. Guenther, AIA
John E. Linam, Jr., AIA
Small Firms
Robert E. Beach, AIA
Washington Builders Ball
Sonia Jarboe, Associate AIA
Women in Architecture
Anna Barbour Nolan, AIA
Young Architects Forum

3

President’s Letter: If On a Winter’s Night
continued from page 2
Senate. Against that backdrop, I watched the debate unfold over
several days, and three things became clear to me. First, that
people don’t really understand the relationship between buildings and the economy. Second, that most people don’t understand
the relationship between buildings and the environment. Finally,
that people generally don’t understand the relationship between
design and their community. That might sound pessimistic, or
even a bit pretentious, but consider this from an op-ed that ran in
the Washington Post at the time:
The (Senate) compromise plan eliminates $16 billion for K-12
school modernization and $3.5 billion for modernization of
higher education facilities that was in the original Senate draft
bill. The plan also cuts $2 billion for federal buildings greening and modernization… These two cuts represent half a million
design and construction job opportunities cut out of the bill by
the Senate.
Sen. Arlen Specter referred to those as “the less essential provisions… better left to the regular appropriations process.”
What we do as architects, it seems, is less essential. So that’s
when I begin to think about what we need to do to affect the
cultural recovery that we need every bit as much as we need an
economic recovery to sustain our profession. If we turn our attention away from our short-term economic interests for a moment,
and try to think about the things the federal government can
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really effect, things that serve the long-term interests of Architecture, what would they be? Consider these:
• Fully support a renewed emphasis on the arts and creative
activities in elementary and secondary school education,
• Fully support the development of clean, persistent energy
sources,
• Prioritize funding for the Federal Transit Administration over
funding for the Federal Highway Administration (Currently
we invest 4x as much in the FHA than the FTA, and we wonder why Metrorail is falling apart),
• Develop a sustainable national water policy that restores our
aquifers and natural waterways,
• Begin to rebuild our decaying national infrastructure (visit
www.infrastructurereportcard.org),
• Fully support and fund the National Endowment for the Arts
and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
None of these will have an immediate impact on the perception
of our profession, but if we want to be taken seriously as thought
leaders, and experts on the built environment, we ought to be
conversant in the kinds of things communities need, like water
and energy, education and transportation. It just so happens that
those are also the most imminent of the slow-moving disasters
facing us. They may not be as exhilarating as a snow storm, but
sometimes, when you start to shovel your sidewalk, and the snow
is really deep, if you’re completely focused on the task, you get
half way down the block before you realize you’re no longer in
front of your own house.
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The Legal Impact of Green Codes
by Timothy R. Hughes, Esq., LEED® AP
AIA Northern Virginia Legal Columnist
Architects can look forward to big changes over the next few
years in the world of green construction. The movement afoot
to develop, adopt and implement green building codes may
bring significant alterations to the landscape and legal exposure
presented on green building projects. The new codes will not only
alter the liability profile, but also may change the industry players, in particular the role of the USGBC.
The New Green Building Codes
The International Code Council (ICC) has been successful in
obtaining widespread adoption of its International Construction
Code, International Residential Code, and various specific trade
codes. ICC is far along in its development of the International
Green Construction Code (IGCC). On a parallel (and occasionally intersecting) track, the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) is developing
Standard 189.1, Standard for the Design of High Performance,
Green Buildings. We can anticipate that many states and localities, including those in the DC metro region, will promptly adopt
or facilitate use of these standards when finalized.
The IGCC and ASHRAE 189.1 standards are being developed
somewhat in tandem. Indeed, ASHRAE 189.1 is being discussed
as an alternative compliance path for portions of the IGCC and
it is likely that the 189.1 standard will be adopted by referenced
into the IGCC. Finally, USGBC has been active in the process
and has encouraged the development of the code standards.

What happens when there are local green codes as opposed to a
voluntary remote third party certification system? What happens
to the market when these codes are directed specifically towards
improved energy efficiency performance rather than relying so
heavily on design models which have been the target of much
discussion, criticism, and even class action litigation?
The USGBC’s express plan is to continue to push the envelope,
to accept the new floor established by the new green codes, and to
ramp up their standards and requirements to increasing levels of
sustainability. It will be very interesting indeed to see if USGBC
can do this and still maintain its current business model based on
numerous accredited professionals, member organizations, applications for certifications, general market penetration and resulting
fees and cash flow.
Tim Hughes is a Shareholder in the law firm of Bean, Kinney & Korman in
Arlington, Virginia and lead editor of the firm’s blog at http://www.valanduseconstructionlaw.com. He was named a 2010 “Leader in the Law” by Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly and a member of the Legal Elite for Construction Law by Virginia
Business Magazine. He can be reached by e-mail at thughes@beankinney.com
and by phone at 703-525-4000.
This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice but, instead, as a
general commentary regarding legal matters. You should consult with an attorney
regarding your legal issues, as the advice will depend on your facts and the laws
of your jurisdiction.

What Role for USGBC?
USGBC experienced tremendous success and has gained widespread adoption of its LEED® standard for green construction.
Originally targeted towards the high performing buildings, the
LEED has become virtually synonymous with green construction.
As just one example, LEED certified, then silver, now gold has
become the yardstick for all GSA owned facilities.
This begs the question of what happens when there are actual
code standards that local officials can interpret and enforce?

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Join AIA Northern Virginia on April 30th for Rebuilding Together
continued from page 1
day or any part of the day starting from 9:00a to 5:00p. Everyone is welcome to
participate, no particular skills or tools required. If you want to learn more you can
visit the Rebuilding Together website or contact me by email at sss@samaha-arch.
com with questions or to volunteer.
If you can help with a donation, please write the check to Rebuilding Together
Alexandria or RTA and mail it to the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter House at 205
South Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

New Project Selected for Emerging Leaders Program
continued from page 1
review case studies to develop a more thorough understanding, and we use the
class project as an opportunity for practical application.”
According to Kirk Train, Principal at Train and Partners in Charlottesville and
charter member of the ELA Steering Committee, “The project helps participants
put the principles we discuss into practice and it reinforces the obligation we all
have to give our time and expertise back to our communities.”
The first class project studied redevelopment of the Alexandria West End and Al
Cox, FAIA, manager of Alexandria’s Historic Preservation office was NOVA AIA
President at the time. Reflecting on the results, he said, “They not only gave us
insight into redevelopment of the West End, but they showed us really effective
communication techniques.”
The 2010 project was conceived in conjunction with Norfolk Department of
Development who, as the client, asked for ideas to reinvigorate downtown. After
spending time on-site and studying the area, the class determined that the downtown area had lost its strong connection to a working waterfront when highway
construction along the water virtually cut-off pedestrian access. They recommended restoration of these connections, combined with additional housing for people
to live downtown, expansion of retail uses, and creation of cultural destinations.
After the presentation in October, Mike Cutter, Business Development Manager
with the Norfolk Department of Development and the primary client contact for
the project responded, “We did not know what to expect from the project, but the
work they did will be very helpful as we reinvision what downtown Norfolk can
be. This is a real gift to us.”
Martin Borger, AIA, President of Hampton Roads AIA, a participant in the inaugural year of the Honors Academy and Project Coordinator for the Steering Committee observed, “The project is real and the results can have a tangible effect on the
city, but the real lessons learned are about the leadership skills needed for people
to work together.”
The Honors Academy has just started the 2011 program and the class project will be
in Richmond. “As important as the project is to the program,” says Will Scribner,
FAIA, Principal at SMBW in Richmond and chair
of the ELA Steering Committee, “our main
goal in one short year is
simply to expose these
young leaders to the lessons
it has taken us thirty years
to learn.”
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Volunteer with Rebuilding Together!
Underneath the front porch that is now enclosed, John had his hiding place, his “fort.”
He fondly remembers crawling around as a
child among the dirt and the falling down
batts of insulation with his brother. Today,
he lives in his family home alone. An Alexandria resident for nearly 60 years, John is a
disabled Vietnam War veteran who lost his
legs due to Agent Orange, and has difficulty
financially and physically maintaining his
home, including maneuvering in and out of
his house in his wheelchair.
John is like many Rebuilding Together
Alexandria clients who are proud homeowners, but due to life circumstances, they have
a hard time maintaining their homes and
making ends meet. Most of our clients make
less than $22,000, making them part of the
more than 25 million households across
the country living near the poverty level.
But regardless of one’s unfortunate circumstances, homes still need to be maintained –
that’s where Rebuilding Together Alexandria
(RTA) comes in.
Since 1986, RTA has partnered with volunteers to preserve and revitalize homes and
communities, assuring that low-income homeowners, from the elderly and disabled to
veterans and families with children, live in
warmth, security and self-sufficiency. Some
of the renovations and repairs performed
by RTA’s volunteer database (nearly 1,000
strong) include building wheelchair ramps,
scraping and painting, fixing plumbing,
installing grab bars, repairing leaking roofs,
installing chair lifts and much more.
For John to more easily leave his home, volunteers with RTA built a wheelchair ramp. It
was first designed by Chapter member Lisa
Lettieri, AIA and then built by Duke Realty.
Now John can quickly get out of his home,
in case of an emergency, or simply meander
down his ramp, enjoying the simplicity of
exiting his house.
Through the free services we provide, we
help maintain the most affordable housing
for our neighbors - their own home. Volunteer with an AIA team on April 30th - Sign
up today!
- Katharine Medina, Executive Director
Rebuilding Together Alexandria

Robert Ivy, FAIA, Appointed as the Executive Vice President/Chief Executive Officer of the AIA and
Ken L. Ross, Jr., FAIA, Named Vice President, Design and Practice
delivery to provide programs and services responsive to the challenges facing AIA members.

The AIA Board appointed Robert
Ivy, FAIA as the new EVP/CEO
effective February 1, 2011.
A widely recognized figure in the
architectural profession, Robert
is the Editor in Chief of Architectural Record, a position he
has held since 1996, and the Vice
President and Editorial Director
for McGraw-Hill Construction.
He was a principal with Ivy Architects and the managing partner
with Dean/Dale, Dean and Ivy.
Robert was recognized in 2009
with the Crane Award, the American Business Media’s top award Robert Ivy, FAIA
for lifetime contributions to
business media, and in 2010 he was named Master Architect by
Alpha Rho Chi, an architectural fraternity, for communicating the
value of design to a new generation.
In his new position at the AIA, Robert will manage the national
office in Washington, DC with a $56 million annual budget and
206 employees. He will direct organizational focus on design and
practice issues within the Institute, enhance the voice of the AIA
to demonstrate the value of design and the public’s understanding
of architects and architecture, and work collaboratively with over
300 chapters to support AIA members.
Robert received his Bachelor of Arts at the University of the
South in Tennessee and his Master of Architecture at Tulane
University, Louisiana. He was elevated to the AIA College of
Fellows in 1993.
Also, just announced by the Institute, Ken L. Ross, Jr., FAIA,
FACHA, has been named to the
newly created position of Vice
President, Design and Practice.
Ross, who recently retired as
Senior Principal and former
President of WHR Architects,
Inc., a 170-person Houstonbased full service architecture,
interior design and technology
planning firm, will serve in this
position on an interim basis.
In his role at the AIA, Ken will
consolidate design and practice
programs, currently distributed across several departments, under
a new team dedicated to contributing to the profession’s design
and practice body of knowledge. Under his direction, the Design
and Practice team will coordinate strategic alliances, research,
continuing education, and innovations in practice and project
Ken Ross, Jr., FAIA

A 1971 graduate of the University of Tennessee School of Architecture, Ken has been an active volunteer serving on the AIA
Houston board, the boards for the Houston Architectural Foundation and the Texas Architectural Foundation, on the AIA National
Board as Texas Regional Director, on the Board Knowledge
Committee, the Component Partnership Committee, the Licensing Committee and the Governance Task Force. Most recently, he
served on the Search Committee for the next AIA EVP/CEO.
Additional information on the two new appointments can be
found here: http://www.aia.org/press/AIAB086820

ARCHITECT Becomes Official AIA Magazine
AIA members should be watching for the arrival of a new
magazine in their mailboxes starting January 10. ARCHITECT
Magazine, published by Hanley Wood, LLC, became the official
magazine of the Institute on January 1.
A very special January edition reflects the new AIA-Hanley
Wood integrated media partnership and will be delivered to AIA
members beginning next week. Look for the first installment of
a special monthly section devoted to news and features about
the AIA, its members, components and initiatives. The special
section, called AIArchitect, is a print companion to this biweekly
newsletter, which will continue to be published as the AIA’s primary member communications vehicle.
AIA members can receive ARCHITECT in print or digitally and
will receive residential architect, ecohome and Eco-Structure in
digital format through this newsletter starting with the next issue
on January 21. For more information, contact AIA’s Information
Central at (800) 242-3837 and select option 2.
Because a subscription to ARCHITECT is now
a benefit of AIA membership, Hanley
Wood announced it will issue a refund
to any AIA member who currently
has a paid subscription to ARCHITECT. Refunds are made on request
only and are pro-rated based on the
remaining number of issues in the
subscription. Members are asked
to contact ARCHITECT Customer
Support at (888) 269-8410 for
more information.
For more information about the
AIA/Hanley Wood partnership,
visit:
http://www.aia.org/members/AIAB086094

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Young Architects Forum Offers ARE Preparatory Courses and Mentoring Opportunities for 2011
by Anna M. Barbour, AIA
Chair, Young Architects Forum
The 2011 ARE Prep Series is scheduled to kick off in February.
The roundtable will feature staff from NCARB to help answer
any IDP or exam registration questions. In March, the Supplemental Series will begin and occur each Wednesday night during
the month. These courses have been developed to help provide
additional information that is sometimes sprinkled throughout the
ARE exams. These classes will also provide continuing education
learning units for licensed architects who want to brush up on
subjects like historic preservation or ADA.
The standard exam series begins in March on Saturday mornings.
An expert in the subject matter will offer a review of the topic
and each class will also highlight the corresponding vignette.
These classes have been scheduled to allow candidates time to
take the appropriate exam before the next review session begins.
We are also thrilled to host David Thaddeus’s structural workshop in April.
Most sessions take place at AECOM (3101 Wilson Blvd., Suite
900, Arlington), with the exception of the NCARB Software
Supplemental Class at CADD Microsystems in Alexandria and
the Structural Systems Workshop, location to be determined.
Registration forms and information will be available shortly on
our Chapter’s ARE page at:
http://www.aianova.org/prof_are.php
2/16
ARE Roundtable
An NCARB representative will be on hand to answer any questions on topics ranging from IDP to ARE.
Supplemental Courses - CE learning units available
3/2
3/9
3/16
3/23
3/30

Architectural History
NCARB Software
Green Building
ADA
Historic Preservation

Mentoring
Several AIA Northern Virginia committees are joining together
to host a mentoring session for members at all career stages.
Whether you’re a recent grad or recently licensed architect, a
mentor can help you navigate the next phase of your career. This
is an ‘all ages’ event! And it’s a great opportunity to meet peers
and leaders in the profession.
Members of the Young Architects Forum, Women in Architecture, School Connections Committee and the College of Fellows
will be on hand to meet and make themselves available for future
mentoring sessions. We will publish details and a list of potential mentors in an upcoming issue of BLAST. Please join us on
February 28 at Cannon Design, 1100 Wilson Blvd., Suite 2900,
Arlington, VA 22209. If you are interested in attending as a mentor or mentee, please email us at aianova@aianova.org.

2011 AIA Architectural Photography Competition
Hosted by AIA St. Louis, the 28th annual AIA National Photography Competition© is underway. The competition is open to all
registered architects, as well as associate members of the AIA and
AIAS members. Entries are due March 1, 2011.
The top 14 entries will be exhibited at the 2011 AIA National
Convention in New Orleans. Images for the 2013 Engagement
Calendar, published by Rizzoli, will be selected from all submitted entries. Cash awards are given to the top winners.
Entries must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2011 and must
include a completed entry form, entry fee which covers up to five
submitted images ($30 AIA + Associate AIA, $15 for AIAS members and $50 for non-member registered architects), and images
on a CD ROM. To read the guidelines and to obtain an entry form,
visit www.aia-stlouis.org and click on Features or call
(314) 621-3484.

ARE Prep Series
3/5
3/19
4/2
4/15-17
4/30
5/14
6/4
6/18
7/9

Construction Documents I - Legal
Construction Documents II - Documents
Building Design and Construction Systems
Structural Systems Workshop (separate registration)
Building Systems I - Electrical + Plumbing
Building Systems II - Mechanical + Acoustics
Programming, Planning and Practice
Site Planning Design
Schematic Design

7/13

Now What? After the Exams – From Associate to AIA
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AIA Advocacy Issues Focus on Creating Jobs
Each February AIA leaders from all over the country come
together in Washington, DC for Grassroots, the AIA’s Leadership
Conference. A main feature of this conference is the opportunity
for our leaders to visit our Congressional representatives on Capitol Hill. Members of AIA Northern Virginia’s Executive Committee will be among those attending and they will visit our local
representatives on February 3.
The primary focus of these visits will be to advocate for creating
jobs in the design and construction sector. The AIA’s top four
legislative priorities are:
Unfreeze Credit, Create Jobs
Thousands of needed construction projects that would employ
millions of Americans are on hold because credit is frozen. Banks
received billions in federal taxpayer bailouts; now it’s time to ensure those banks lend. Congress should support efforts to reign in
regulatory overkill and allow the financial sector to lend to worthy
projects that put Americans back to work.
Remove Regulatory Burdens that Hold Small Business Back
Small architecture firms and sole practitioners know all too well
the burdens of high tax rates and burdensome paperwork. In 2010,
the AIA helped defeat a plan to increase payroll taxes on thousands of small architecture firms. Now Congress needs to repeal
the expensive and unneeded new Form 1099 paperwork requirement slipped into the health care reform bill.

FIRM
TOURS
Get to know your colleagues
Tours of several Chapter architecture firms are
planned this year. They are scheduled to coincide
with our Chapter Board Meetings. Members are
invited to participate in the board meeting and tour
or just the tour. The board meetings begin at 4:30p,
followed at 6:00p by a tour of our host firm, including
a discussion about the firm and its recent projects.
One hour of AIA/CES credit is available for the tour
and discussion. Reservations are not necessary.

February 15, 2011

Jacobs

1100 North Glebe Road, Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22201
http://www.jacobs.com/

4:30p Board Meeting - 6:00p Office Tour

Jumpstart the Market for Building Retrofits as an Engine of
Economic Growth
Across the country, building owners, state and local governments
and school districts want to lower energy bills by retrofitting their
buildings, but lack the financing to do it. By increasing incentives for efficient building designs and renovations that show
real results, Congress can create jobs while securing our energy
independence.
Pass a Transportation Bill to Get Communities Moving Again
Crumbling infrastructure and rising congestion have crippled our
nation’s competitiveness, reduced safety and increased greenhouse
gas emissions. Worse, outdated transportation laws have slowed
projects down and deprived the public of a voice in the planning
process. Congress needs to enact transportation reform legislation
this year that gives people real choices in how they move.
To read the full issue briefs on these topics, please visit the
AIA advocacy web page at www.aia.org/advocacy/federal/
AIAS078578. For additional information, contact the AIA at
govaffs@aia.org or follow on Twitter @aialobbyist.
You are also encouraged to contact us to let our Chapter leaders
know of any local issues that you feel should be brought to the attention of our elected leaders. Please send your ideas and suggestions to aianova@aianova.org.
You may also contact your elected representatives directly through
the AIA’s Advocacy Center:
http://www.aia.org/advocacy/index.htm
AIA Northern Virginia News
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Don’t Forget to Renew Your AIA Membership for 2011
It’s easy to renew online, by fax, by mail or by phone. Instructions
are included on your invoice and information is available on the
AIA website here:
http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081430
If you are experiencing financial difficulties this year, you can pay
your dues in installments through the Membership Dues Payment
Plan (www.aia.org/about/AIAB081297). Also, in certain instances, the Institute is authorized to grant hardship waivers requested
by the local component.
So please let us know if we can help in any way. Contact Debbie
Burns, Executive Director, or Lorin Boswell, Membership Director, at (703) 549-9747 or aianova@aianova.org for information
and help with any of your renewal or membership questions.

Knowledge Communities are a Free Member Benefit
This is also an excellent time to update your contact information
and join a few Knowledge Communities in your specific professional interest areas. Joining these communities will provide
you with timely information on awards, research, industry news,
programs and opportunities to network both in-person and online
in your specific areas of interest. And, best of all, they are free for
AIA members. Here’s a list to consider:
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Academy of Architecture for Health
Academy of Architecture for Justice
Committee on Architecture for Education
Committee on Design
Committee on the Environment
Construction Contract Administration
Corporate Architects and Facility Management
Design for Aging Knowledge Community
Historic Resources Committee
Interfaith Forum on Religion, Art, and Architecture
Interior Architecture Knowledge Community
International Program
Practice Management Knowledge Community
Project Delivery Knowledge Community
Public Architects Committee
Residential Knowledge Community
Retail and Entertainment Knowledge Community
Small Project Practitioners
Technology in Architectural Practice

For detailed information or to join a community, visit the
Knowledge Community web page at:
http://www.aia.org/practicing/groups/index.htm

AIA Northern Virginia News

AIA Northern Virginia Seminar:
The 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

AIA Members will receive 3 AIA/CES HSW Learning Units.
Other individuals will receive a Certificate of Attendance for their
reporting needs.

Tuesday, February 22
8:00-11:00a, at Dewberry, 8401 Arlington Boulevard, Fairfax.

This class is offered free of charge, but since space is limited,
reservations are required by emailing your name, AIA number (if
applicable) and phone number to reservations@aianova.org.

AIA Northern Virginia and Accessibility Services/United Spinal
Association are partnering to bring you an accessibility training
program on the new 2010 ADA Standards.
The US Department of Justice published revised regulations for
Titles II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
(ADA) in the Federal Register on September 15, 2010. These
regulations adopted revised, enforceable accessibility standards
called the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design - “2010
Standards.”

In order to offer this class without charge, we are not able to
provide any refreshments, but participants are welcome to bring
drinks and snacks with them to the program. There is also an onsite café where coffee, other drinks and snacks may be purchased.

Canning up for 2011!
by Natalie DiVito Cunneen, Assoc. AIA
Community Service Committee Co-Chair

The 2010 Standards are largely based on the design guidelines
issued by the US Access Board in July, 2004. These new design
standards update access requirements for a wide range of facilities
in the public and private sectors covered by the law.

I know we are all still recovering from the holidays; however as
I reflect upon this season of giving, I wonder why it is just that,
only a season. What happens to those that are less fortunate the
other eleven months of the year?

This program will help you become familiar with the changes in
the new design guidelines.

Well, if you are like me, there is a way you can help those in need
right here in our community. Each year the AIA Northern Virginia
Chapter teams up with the Arlington Food Assistance Center
(AFAC) for a very exciting event that challenges architects in a
new medium…food! Canstruction® is a recipe for fun, with one
part community service project and one part design/build competition. Teams of local design professionals build structures out
of canned food creating some really amazing results. For some
general information about Canstruction please visit:
http://www.canstruction.org/

General topics to be covered include:
• Effective dates for the 2010 ADA Standards for
Accessible Design.
• Information on the development process associated with
the 2010 Standards for Accessible Design - including
the ADA (state and local government and private businesses) and ABA (federal) requirements.
• A review of the format/layout of the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, as provided in the US Access Board’s ADA/ABA Accessibility Guidelines.
• Major differences between 1991 ADAAG and the
2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design - including information on how the 2010 Standards have been
harmonized with model building codes (IBC and ANSI
A117.1).
Specific topics covered will include:
•Building Blocks of Accessibility (clear floor space, reach
range requirements, protruding objects, etc.)
•Interior & Exterior Accessible Routes (including accessible doors)
•Accessible Parking
•Options for Vertical Accessibility (ramps, elevators, lifts)
•Toilet Room Accessibility
•Special occupancy requirements (employee work areas,
press boxes, places of assembly)
•New requirements for recreation facilities
Jennifer Perry, Compliance Specialist with Accessibility Services,
will be the Instructor. To learn more about Accessibility Services,
please visit their website at:
http://www.accessibility-services.com

All of the food used in the structures in the AIA Northern Virginia
Canstruction competition is donated to AFAC. AFAC serves approximately 1,200 families, 2000 adults and 1000 children, per
week. Our competition is one of the largest food drives for AFAC,
so participation from members is really important. Last year our
Chapter was able to provide 10,801 pounds of food.
While it may seem early to start thinking about Canstruction,
as the competition will not take place until April, it is never too
early to start planning these complex works of art. Registration
will formally open soon, but teams can confirm their intention to
participate now. If you are unable to form a team this year, but
still want to take part in this important event, your time and talents
will surely be welcomed by the Canstruction Committee. If you
have any questions, would like to send us team information or become a part of the Canstruction Committee, please email Andrew
Cunneen at andrew.cunneen@aecom.com.
Canstruction is always a really fun and exciting event for our
Chapter. Awards are presented to teams and local winners move
on to the National and International Canstruction Competitions.
Last year one of our local winners went on to win at the International Canstruction Competition! I cannot wait to see the innovative structures that teams come up with this year! I hope that you
will consider being a part of the 8th annual Northern Virginia
Canstruction Competition.

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Virginia Center for Architecture Exhibit
Design Awards 2010: A Retrospective of Winning Work
See some of the mid-Atlantic’s finest examples of architecture,
interior design and preservation projects from 2010 in the third
annual exhibition featuring the region’s award-winning work. The
exhibit is on display through February 27, 2011.
The Center is located at 2501 Monument Avenue in Richmond.
Additional information may be found on the Center’s website at:
http://www.virginiaarchitecture.org/vca_index.html

photo by Prakash Patel
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photo by Ansel Olson

Luck Stone Headquarters by SMBW Architects, PC

Jefferson Fellows Center by VMDO Architects, PC
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On the Boards

Taiwan Tower International Competition
Little
The Taiwan Tower International Design Competition was organized to
gather conceptual designs for a signature tower to be located in Taichung.
The structure was to commemorate Taiwan’s history and symbolize
the new Taiwan spirit.
Little entered this conceptual design in the competition, winning a
Merit Award. The tower, with a height of 368 meters (1,207 feet),
symbolizes life, vibrancy and perpetual prosperity – cultural
qualities important to the people of Taichung and to the visitors
of this civic icon.
The self-sustaining tower includes a history/cultural museum,
offices for the Department of Urban Development of the
Taichung City Government and a public observation/
monitoring component that gives visitors a view of
the city and local landscape. Serving as a model for
green building in the 21st century, the tower also
serves as a metaphorical rain forest that offers
life and revitalization to the local community
and greater Taiwan.
See more:
http://www.littleonline.com/temp/TaiwanTower368

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Professional Practice
GSA Moves to LEED® Gold for All New Federal Buildings
and Major Renovations - The General Services Administration’s upgraded requirement for LEED Gold certification as a
minimum in all new federal building construction and substantial renovation projects was announced in October. For projects
funded prior to FY 2010 that are in design, GSA is requiring that
LEED Gold be incorporated into ongoing designs where possible,
after considering budget and schedule constraints on the current
design and construction contracts. GSA’s Facilities Standards will
be updated to reflect these changes by the end of calendar year
2010. For GSA’s leased properties, the requirement remains at
the LEED Silver certification for new construction lease projects
of 10,000 square feet or more. For leases in existing buildings,
LEED for Commercial Interiors is optional, at the request of the
tenant agencies. For more information, visit:
http://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/104462
The Architectural League Prize for Young Architects + Designers Call for Entries - With a theme of ‘It’s Different,’ young
architects and designers are invited to submit projects of all types.
The submittal deadline is February 11 and cash prizes will be
awarded. To download a copy of the call for entries here:
http://archleague.org/2011/02/call-for-entries-its-different/
California’s Green Building Code - Beginning January 1,
2011, all newly constructed residential, commercial, school and
hospital buildings in California must comply with the state’s new
Green Building Code. If you anticipate work in California, you
may be interested in a series of three online classes offered by
the AIA California Council outlining both the code requirements
and implementation tactics of CALGreen. F for information or to
access the courses, visit:
http://www.aiacc.org
Code Council Offers Complimentary Download of New
IGCC Version 2.0 - The International Code Council has
launched Version 2.0 of the International Green Construction
Code for use as a jurisdictional tool to regulate green construction, and as a document for comment leading into the 2011 Code
Development and Final Action hearings. The IGCC applies to
new and existing, traditional and high-performance commercial
buildings. It includes ANSI/ASHRAE/USGBC/IES Standard
189.1 as an alternative compliance requirement. Coordinated
with the ICC family of codes, the IGCC is designed to go beyond
traditional code requirements for those communities who are
aggressively pursuing a sustainable goal. You may access IGCC
PV 2.0, including excerpts of the code’s Water Provisions as free
downloads, on the Code Council’s website:
http://www.iccsafe.org/
For those of you interested in building codes, check out the AIA’s
Codes Advocacy page:
http://www.aia.org/advocacy/AIAB086653
to learn more about AIA National’s code-related efforts.
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Residential 2009 Energy Conservation Code Seminar offered
January 20, from 8:30a-12:30p, at the Park West Lions Club,
8620 Sunnygate Drive, Manassas, VA 20109. Organized by the
Virginia Building Code Officials Association Region V, the workshop is presented by David Conover, Senior Technical Advisor,
Energy and Environmental Division, Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory. Registration and payment of $50 must be received by
January 13. Lunch is available for an additional $10. Participants
are asked to bring a canned food item or donate $1 to benefit the
Arlington food bank. To register, contact Linda Frye at (703) 2213400 or linda.frye@dumfriesvirginia.org. Architects will need to
self-report to earn continuing education credits.
Justice Facilities Review 10 (JFR10) book is now available at no
charge as a download on the AIA website, here:
http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/ek_members/documents/
pdf/aiab086645.pdf
You may also purchase a printed-on-demand copy online at:
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/jfr2010/13581300?pro
ductTrackingContext=search_results/search_shelf/center/1
Help Increase Participation in the 2011 AIA Compensation
Survey - In January 2011, AIA member-owned firms will be
invited to participate in the 2011 AIA Compensation Survey. The
data become more reliable as the number of respondents increases. AIA is only able to report states and metro areas for which
they receive at least five responses, so every response counts.
Help ensure that they receive as many responses as possible by
participating in the survey.

Membership Update
New Members
Sarah J. Jones, AIA, Miller Architects
Thomas D. Kurmel, AIA, TDK Consulting, LLC
Marta Layseca, Intl. Assoc. AIA, EnviroHomeDesign LLC
Sergio D. Sur, Intl. Assoc. AIA, Princeton Design PLLC
Transferring In
Laura E. Salarano, Intl. Assoc. AIA, from DC
Upgraded Members
Francisco Grimaldi, AIA to Architect
Jon R. Kline, AIA to Emeritus
Atul R. Patel, AIA to Emeritus
Frank V. Sturgeon, AIA to Emeritus
Michael A. Zanin, AIA to Emeritus
New Bronze Sponsor
Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc.
5300 Wellington Branch Drive, Suite 100
Gainesville, VA 20155
(703) 679-5600
(703) 679-5601 Fax
www.wetlandstudies.com
John Cooke, john.cooke@civiltraining.com
Justin Jacobs, jjacobs@wetlandstudies.com
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FYI
Architecture, Inc. has been named 2010 Firm of the Year by AIA
Southwest Florida and staff member Chris Ressler, Associate
AIA, a Virginia Tech grad, won Associate of the Year. The firm
was also recognized with a Merit Award in the Unbuilt Design
category for Franklin Shops, currently under construction.
AECOM Technology Corporation has been selected by the
Washington Architectural Foundation, in conjunction with the
Washington Chapter/AIA as the 2010 Firm of the Year. AECOM
was chosen in recognition of the many volunteer hours the firm’s
employees have devoted through numerous projects and programs to the foundation, the community and the profession.
Eric Taylor, Associate AIA, received three bronze awards in the
International Aperture Awards 2010. The winning images may be
viewed here:
www.erictaylorphoto.com/2010_IAA/
Cunningham | Quill Architects was recognized in Architect
magazine’s 2010 “Architect 50” National Ranking of Firms.
Davis Carter Scott wins three Design Awards from the Hampton
Roads Association for Commercial Real Estate: Wells Fargo Center I - Award of Excellence, Best Office Building; Wells Fargo I
- Award of Merit, Best Interior; and Willcox Savage I - Award of
Merit, Best Interior.
The Lukmire Partnership is about to begin construction on a
15,000-square-foot expansion of the L.E. Smoot Memorial Library in rural King George County, Virginia. The addition mimics
the “Neo-Georgian” aesthetic of the original building with a new
entry court connecting it to the existing structure. The ground
breaking is planned for early spring of 2011 with the target for
completion in summer of 2012.
PSA-Dewberry will begin designing the St. Tammany Parish
Jail improvements in Covington, Louisiana. These improvements
involve both the physical building and security electronics system
that make up both the security perimeter and internal workings
of the facility. The improvements are scheduled to be complete in
November 2011.
Hickok Cole Architects was recently recognized with numerous
awards, including AIA Potomac Valley Honor Award for Highland Park, Built Interiors Category; AIA Potomac Valley Citation
for Blackboard, Built Interiors Category; GDUSA American
Graphic Design Award of Excellence for New Year’s Card 2010;
and GDUSA American Graphic Design Award of Excellence for
Art Night Invitation 2009.
Clark Nexsen has been selected by the Washington Tennis and
Education Foundation (WTEF) to design a new $10 million facility that will allow WTEF to serve twice as many at-risk students
in Washington, DC as they have in years past. The new Tennis,
Education and Community Center will be built at the Benning
Stoddert Recreation Center.
18
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Calendar
January
7
AIS Exhibit, Alexandria, 6:30p
10
Board Meeting, Chapter House, 4:30p
15
AIA Dues Deadline
18
Schools Connections Committee Meeting, noon
20
Design Awards Committee Meeting, noon
20
Historic Resources Committee Meeting, 5:00p
24
WIA Committee Meeting, 6:00p

June
4
13
18
21-23

ARE - Programming, Planning + Practice, Arlington
Board Meeting, 4:40p
ARE - Site Planning Design, Arlington
DesignDC

July
9
11
13

ARE - Schematic Design, Arlington
Board Meeting, 4:30p
ARE - What Now?, Arlington

September
12
Board Meeting, 4:30p

February
2-5
Grassroots
9
WIA Happy Hour, DC, 6:00p
15
Board Meeting, Arlington, 4:30p
15
Firm Tour - Jacobs, Arlington, 6:00p
16
ARE Roundtable, Arlington
22
ADA Seminar, Fairfax, 8:00a
28
Mentoring Session, Arlington			

October
11
Board Meeting, 4:30p
18
Annual Meeting + Honors Dinner
November
2-4
ArchEx
12
Board Retreat
14
Board Meeting, 4:30p

March
2
5
8
9
14
16
19
23
26
30

ARE - Architectural History, Arlington
ARE - Construction Docs 1 - Legal, Arlington
Open House, Chapter House, 6:00p
ARE - NCARB Software, Arlington
Board Meeting, Chapter House, 4:30p
ARE - Green Building, Arlington
ARE - Construction Docs 2 - Documents, Arlington
ARE - ADA, Arlington
Fellows Fete, Charlottesville
ARE - Historic Preservation, Arlington

April
2
10-16
11
15-17
30
30

ARE - Building Design + Construction Systems
Virginia Architecture Week
Board Meeting, 4:30
ARE - Structural Systems Workshop
ARE - Building Systems 1 - Electrical + Plumbing
Rebuilding Together Day

May
9
12-14
14

Board Meeting, 4:30p
AIA National Convention, New Orleans
ARE - Building Systems 2 - Mechanical + Acoustics

December
12
Board Meeting, 4:30p
For additional details and updated event listings, please visit:
www.aianova.org
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Chapter Sponsors
Platinum

Horizon Builders
Mosaic Express Printing
Potomac Valley Brick and Supply Company

Gold

E.E. Reed Construction, LP
Wisnewski Blair & Associates, Ltd.

Silver

BeeryRio Architecture + Interiors
DBI Architects, Inc.
Marvin Window/LightStyles Ltd.
Milestone Construction Services, Inc.
Triad Engineering, Inc.
TW Perry
Woodburn & Associates, Inc.

Bronze

AECOM Design
Aerotek
Ames & Gough
Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.
Bowie Gridley Architects
CBIZ, Inc.
Dow Chemical
HDR, Inc.
HOK
K3 Construction Group
C.M. Kling & Associates, Inc.
Lobkovich Kitchen Designs
McMullan & Associates, Inc.
O’Donnell & Naccarato
Precision Doors & Hardware, Inc.
Setty & Associates
VELUX Skylights, Sun Tunnels, and Solar Hot Water
VHB/Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
Waterworks
Wetlands Studies + Solutions, Inc.

PERIODICAL
POSTAGE
PAID AT
ALEXANDRIA, VA
PE17952

