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VSAIA Emerging Leaders Program Works with
Alexandria to Develop Plan for Landmark Area
by Mark Orling, AIA
Guest Contributor
A prominent architect once commented that “life” for an architect begins at 60. The
sentiment has merit. Architecture is a multifarious profession and, for some, it takes
forty years to assimilate all of the tools needed to practice effectively. But from my
perspective, life for an architect begins the first day in Design Studio or at least it
begins the first day of work in the setting of an architectural firm. In acknowledging
the validity of either sentiment, at the beginning of 2008, the VSAIA instituted the
Emerging Leaders in Architecture program to help accelerate the learning curve for
young members of the profession identified as potential future leaders.
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Celebrate Mardi Gras at the AIA
Northern Virginia Open House
Tuesday, February 16, 6:00-8:00p
AIA Northern Virginia Chapter House
205 S Patrick St., Old Town Alexandria
Enjoy Jazz and New Orleans treats with
colleagues and Chapter staff. The Open
House is free and reservations are not
necessary.
This year, help neighbors in need when
you come to the Open House. The Chapter
will be collecting travel-sized toiletries to
donate to the Eleanor Kennedy Homeless
Shelter on Richmond Highway. Suggested
items include shampoo, soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, combs, etc.
Look for info in an upcoming BLAST!

Michael Foster, FAIA works with program enrollees Francie Fetzer, Assoc. AIA and Eric Amtmann, AIA

The program was conceived and advanced by Brian Frickie, AIA as a major initiative
during his term as President of the VSAIA. He assigned the development of this Honors Academy to his Vice President, Jim Clark, AIA and the Professional Excellence
Committee. Then, a small but effective group of volunteers was formed and brought
the program into being in 2009.
continues on page 6

AIA Offers Dues Payment Plan
To help members during these tough times, the AIA is offering a dues payment plan
for those experiencing financial hardship. Members are offered the opportunity to pay
their membership dues in installments.
Enrollment is open now through April 30, 2010. Information and the registration form
are available at http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081430. If you have questions about
the form, please call AIA National at (800) 242-3837. In certain instances, the Institute is also authorized to grant hardship waivers requested by the local component. If
you have any questions or need some help, please contact the Chapter House.

President’s Letter
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Living in Interesting Times

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER

by Carol Rickard-Brideau, AIA
AIA Northern Virginia President
Over the past 18 months, our members have found themselves
living in interesting times – much like the apocryphal quote
attributed to the Chinese – enduring a decrease in work, loss
of clients, income, and all too frequently the loss of their jobs.
Although we hear that the recession is officially over, we know,
from the sluggishness of the rebound, that we still have a long
way to go to get back to some form of equilibrium in our practices. Many who have lost their jobs are using this time as wisely
as they can to position themselves for the rebound: taking classes
to learn BIM, passing their LEED® exams, updating their profiles on business networking sites, re-engaging with old contacts
to network and business develop or volunteering for charitable
organizations.
There are three goals for the Chapter for 2010: functioning as a
primary resource for our members, providing continuing education opportunities for chapter members and providing collegial
events for our members and allied professionals.
Our first goal is to be a primary resource for our members,
providing every assistance that we can, no matter the issue. In
support of that goal, our best assets are the staff members that
we have in the Chapter House. Our Executive Director, Debbie Burns, and staff Lorin, Matt and Rachel have contacts and
sources that can assist in almost any instance, and if they can’t
answer your question, they can refer you to someone who can.
Use them. We are phenomenally lucky to have such capable and
resourceful people at our fingertips. They are your best connection to a myriad of solutions. In addition to our in-house staff, the
Executive Committee will be reaching out to members all across
our footprint this year. Our Chapter reaches from Shenandoah
County in the west, to Fredericksburg in the south, to Winchester
in the north and Alexandria in the east. We will have events
outside of the metro Washington area so that our members will
have a chance to express their views to the Executive Committee
directly.
Our second goal, with the initiation of the new continuing
education requirements in April of 2009, will be to provide opportunities for continuing education. Our Chapter is a national
AIA award winner for our Continuing Education programs. The
continuing education committee is soliciting ideas from members for topics and programs of interest. This is your education,
and it’s rare that people ask for input and opinions, so send them
yours. We will also be solidifying our relationships with the design schools in our region, and connecting them to professionals
in our Chapter for critiques and studio juries. We seek to engage
emerging professionals to ensure the continuity of our profession,
and to provide mentoring and peer-to-peer learning. If you’ve
ever mentored an emerging professional, you are already aware
of how much the mentor can learn from the protégée.
continues on page 4
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Lunch Seminars
Our Lunch Series offers two related, but separate seminars, back to back every other month.
These seminars provide the opportunity to earn 2 learning units. You will be able to get individual credit for each seminar so you can choose to attend either one or both. Locations for our
Lunch Series will rotate to make it easier for more members to attend.

Jean O’Toole, AIA
Architecture in the Schools
J. Paul Lewis, AIA
Sy Samaha, AIA
Architecture Week

The first presentation is held from 11:00a - noon. There will then be a 15 minute break to get
lunch, which can be eaten during the second presentation which runs from 12:15p - 1:15p.

Brian J. Donnelly, AIA
Communications

Space is limited and registration is required by e-mailing reservations@aianova.org.

Derek J. Moore, AIA
Community Service / Canstruction

February 17, 11:00a - 1:15p, at Dewberry, 8401 Arlington Blvd, Fairfax, VA 22031. Sessions
will take place in the rear building. Free parking is available. Rescheduled from December 9.
First Presentation: ABCs of Access Control
This presentation explores electronic access control, its benefits, components, features and
solutions for building openings. The course objectives include:
• List benefits provided by access control
• Identify conditions that determine hardware choices
• Select appropriate hardware for specific applications
• List the strengths and weaknesses of each type of access card
Second Presentation: Electronic Access Control & Security Systems
Covering the four levels of security, the products that are available for each level, and designing a system that can expand to higher levels when the need arises. Course objectives include:
• State the multiple security levels
• List available security products that meet each level of security
• Choose a security solution that meets the client’s needs and budget
• Design a security system that is easily expandable to higher levels of security
Presented by Bob Hicks and Randy Jump with Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies, Bowie,
Maryland. Each presentation offers 1 AIA/CES LU.
This information is a public service announcement. No fees were paid to print this information and the chapter receives no income from these events.

Fire Resistance Rated Construction Seminar
January 21, 8:30a-12:30p at the Park West Lion Club, 8620 Sunnygate Drive, Manassas
Organized by the Virginia Building Code Officials Association Region V. This session will cover
the development of the modern system of construction regulation by type and include topics such
as combustibility, fire rated walls, fire barriers and partitions, openings and penetrations and more.
The instructor is David Diamantes, former Supervisor of Inspections in the Fire Prevention Division of Fairfax County where he served for more than 25 years as a fire fighter, fire officer and
fire prevention officer. Dave is currently the developer of training programs for fire fighters, fire
inspectors, fire investigators and building inspectors.
This class qualifies for Continuing Education Units for ICC and DHCD. Architects will need to
self-report for AIA credits. Class fee is $50; free for individuals with County/City Identification.
Registration is requested by January 15 by emailing Linda Frye, linda.frye@dumfriesvirginia.org.
Please include “VBCOA January 21, Fire Resistance Rated” in the text and provide name, phone,
jurisdiction and email address. There is an optional lunch available at 12:30p for $10; please
include this request with your reservation.

Carter Jones, AIA
Continuing Education
Scott Matties, AIA
Design Awards
William T. Brown, AIA
Committee on the Environment
Al Cox, FAIA
Fellows
William T. Brown, AIA
Keith Whitener
Golf Tournament
Stephen A. Smith, AIA
Historic Resources
Al Cox, FAIA
Honors
Valerie Hassett, AIA
Legislative/Government Affairs
Francie K. Fetzer, Assoc. AIA
Sean E. Reilly, AIA
Schools Connections
Matthew G. Guenther, AIA
John E. Linam, Jr., AIA
Small Firms
Robert E. Beach, AIA
Washington Builders Ball
Sonia Jarboe, Associate AIA
Women in Architecture
Anna Barbour Nolan, AIA
Young Architects Forum

Please bring a canned food item or donate $1 to benefit the Fairfax County food bank.
AIA Northern Virginia News
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President’s Letter: Living in Interesting Times
continued from page 2
Our third goal is to provide members with opportunities to connect with their colleagues and peers in allied professions. Perhaps
the most delightful and unanticipated benefit of being an AIA
NOVA member is talking with other members, and sharing experiences. Members frequently say that they’ve joined the AIA for
one reason, but the most valuable outcomes are the friendships
that they make and maintain over a professional lifetime. The
events that we provide, from plain (Happy Hours with Women
in Architecture (men are welcome!) and the YAF) to fancy (our
annual Design Awards program) allow members to connect with
one another. We will host at least one pechakucha with allied
professions this year to stoke the dialogue about design and open
up the conversation to a wider audience.
As we begin this New Year, we’ll do everything we can to assist
our members. If you have ideas to share, issues to be addressed,
energy to expend, please get in touch with me, or Debbie Burns.
We do, indeed, live in interesting times. Our profession continues
to change. We must evolve as well. We are positioning ourselves
for the future. We look toward a brighter day, and the Chapter
will do everything it can to position our members for opportunity,
now and in the future.

Letter to the Editor
Have we become better at satisfying regulatory requirements
than we are at understanding the construction process? I’ve noticed that our construction documents have increasingly become
focused on providing information that permit plans reviewers
require, and less and less take into account actual construction
requirements.
I heard about one architect who got so frustrated with having
a set of plans kicked back to him during permit review that he
resubmitted the plans with a copy of the IBC stapled to the front
sheet. We take seminars constantly to keep up with the evolving,
ever-getting-closer-to-perfection building codes; that’s fine, but
where are the seminars on construction sequencing?
Remember the first time you noticed that this had happened
with your civil engineer? How they seemed to behave as though
the plans reviewers are their client? Do you remember the first
time you encountered a large delay or bone-headed extra during
construction as a consequence? Has the same thing happened to
your firm? It costs you the respect of the people who are building your work. What should we do about it?
-Matt Arnold, AIA

Best wishes for a productive and prosperous 2010.
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Confessions of Judgment - Useful, But Fragile
by William C. Groh, Esq.
AIA Northern Virginia Legal Columnist
In today’s economy, reducing the need for unnecessary litigation
is a priority. A confession of judgment provision in an instrument
securing a debt can save a creditor significant time and expense
by permitting the creditor to confess judgment against the debtor
without a lawsuit. In essence, a debtor can waive the right to
defend a proceeding against the debtor in court if the debtor
defaults.
What the law gives, the law takes away. Virginia law allows for
confessed judgments, but it also includes important safeguards to
ensure that a debtor entering into a confession of judgment instrument is aware of the rights that the debtor is waiving. In practice,
these safeguards can make it hard to enforce even confessed
judgments.
The main safeguard is set forth in Code of Virginia Section 8.01433.1 (http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+8.01433.1) where it states, “No judgment shall be confessed upon a
note, bond, or other evidence of debt pursuant to a confession of
judgment provision contained therein ...” unless it contains the
statement below on the face of the instrument, in bold typeface,
and in at least eight point font:
IMPORTANT NOTICE
THIS INSTRUMENT CONTAINS A CONFESSION OF JUDGMENT PROVISION WHICH CONSTITUTES A WAIVER OF
IMPORTANT RIGHTS YOU MAY HAVE AS A DEBTOR
AND ALLOWS THE CREDITOR TO OBTAIN A JUDGMENT
AGAINST YOU WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE.

defendant accepted, nor the Plaintiff’s invoices, contained the
required statutory notice.
While the court did not indicate whether the proposal or invoices
incorporated the terms of the credit application by reference, the
proposal and disputed invoices were essential to the Plaintiff’s
claim: the credit agreement alone could not demonstrate the
amount owed. The court therefore considered the proposal and
invoices as “evidence of the debt” within the meaning of Virginia
Code Section 8.01-433.1, and could not be used to confess judgment unless they contained the statutory notice.
The ruling in Superior Paving should obviously caution creditors
to include the statutory notice in all documents supporting the
debt (including contracts and invoices). The ruling also shows
that while confession of judgment provisions can be highly useful at short-circuiting litigation and resulting expenses, they are
looked at closely by courts and judges look for reasons to throw
them out. Nevertheless, in today’s economic climate, confessed
judgment provisions should be considered by creditors as a
means of cutting costs and reducing risks.

This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice but, instead, as a
general commentary regarding legal matters. You should consult with an attorney
regarding your legal issues, as the advice will depend on your facts and the laws
of your jurisdiction. William C. Groh is an Associate Attorney with the law firm of
Bean, Kinney & Korman, P.C. He can be reached by e-mail at
wgroh@beankinney.com and by phone at (703) 525-4000.

As a practical matter, this requirement is relatively straightforward
if the creditor simply confesses judgment based upon a promissory note or a similar instrument: the confession of judgment note is
its own evidence of the debt, and is all that the court really needs
to enter the judgment; however, the notice requirement may pose
serious problems in more complicated transactions.
A recent Fairfax County Circuit Court case, Superior Paving
v. Bud & The Boyz Construction, (http://www.valanduseconstructionlaw.com/uploads/file/superior%20paving%20v_
%20bud%20&%20the%20boyz.pdf) demonstrates that even credit agreements that contain the statutory confession of judgment
notices may not be sufficient where the creditor must also rely
on other documents, such as unpaid invoices or later purchase
orders, to demonstrate the true amount owed.
The court in Superior Paving set aside a previously entered
confessed judgment because the invoices and purchase orders did
not expressly restate the confession of judgment notice language
even though the defendant had already agreed to a confession
of judgment in the credit application. In Superior Paving, the
plaintiff included the statutory notice language in an original
credit agreement related to asphalt purchases. The defendant later
requested a proposal from plaintiff for paving the entrance of an
industrial building. Neither the Plaintiff’s proposal, which the
AIA Northern Virginia News

5

VSAIA Emerging Leaders Program Develops Plan for Landmark Area
continued from page 1
The program was organized and orchestrated. The participant
selections were deliberated. And year one began with the notion
that this group of 16 young select architects would meet about
once a month and participate in “incubator” type sessions touching on a broad range of topics that were designed to impart life
lessons about our profession.

Sessions were participatory in style, led by a series of speakers
from within and outside the profession. Speakers were selected as
established and effective leaders in the building, finance, nonprofit, development, legal, governmental and design professions.
In addition to attending seminars, the class of 16 was afforded the
opportunity to apply lessons learned by means of a “Class Project.” Although the class project was a highly intentional adjunct
of the program and presented a real world problem, the application of the Class Project was undeniably ad hoc and, for the most
part, left up to the Class of 16.
The basis for the class project was a design problem provided by
the City of Alexandria. For over a year, the City had been working on a Small Area Comprehensive Master Plan for the 240 acre
Landmark/Van Dorn Corridor area. The plan to date promoted a
significant densification of this edge city area and the complete redevelopment of the existing historically underperforming shopping
mall. But what the city and the citizens on the Master Plan Task
Force had not addressed, and what they asked of the ELA participants, was “What is the appropriate architecture for this area?”
While at first the class clearly grappled with how to jump into
such a large and complex design problem and how they could
contribute, they were nonetheless exposed to lessons in how citizenry get involved in communities, what is important to them and
how local governments impart and exchange vision with the community on their arduous journey to implementation. In the end,
6
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Full day workshops were organized around facets of the profession, including:
• Inheritance and Inspiration - the heritage of the profession
as well as the future of architecture
• Firm Foundations - firm leadership, ownership and transition and how business concerns are balanced with design and
creativity
• Practicing Professionalism - the code of professional conduct as it relates to the buildings we design and the people and
entities whom we work with and for
• Communicating Effectively - a how to session on techniques
and strategies for writing, public speaking and public relations
• Working Together - the role of the architect and working
relationships relative to all project stakeholders including
contractors, engineers, code officials, bankers and private and
public clients
• Serving Communities - the place of volunteerism, social
responsibility and community service in the profession
• Community Advocacy - the role of politics, economic development and public interest in arts and architecture as a means
of community identity and expression

the class developed a framework theory for redefining this area
which addressed issues of context, connectivity and place. It was
designated “Make...places...for...people.” Ideas were assembled
into a final presentation delivered to the Alexandria IPR (Interdepartmental Plan Review Group), a group of professional staff from
the City. In addition to the numerous lessons learned, this project
provided the opportunity to make a contribution to this community.
While the first year of the program definitely had its bumps in the
road, the participants’ evaluations confirm the program’s value:
“The program excelled because it was not ‘commercial’ - it was
from the heart with a strong sense of vocation and passion for the
profession. I did not expect to walk away from each session so
impacted by the presentations - whether inspired or discouraged,
it struck a chord. It reaffirmed why I am in this profession.”
This year’s participants were:
Eric W. Amtmann, AIA, Dalgliesh, Gilpin & Paxton, PLLC
Colin M. Arnold, AIA, Community Design Studio, LLC
Martin A. Borger, AIA, Equal Spaces, P.C.
R. Corey Clayborne, AIA, Wiley/Wilson
Andrew S. Ferrarelli, Assoc. AIA, Clark Nexsen
Francie K. Fetzer, Assoc. AIA, Kerns Group Architects
Lesley Golenor, Virginia Tech - WAAC
Heather Grutzius, AIA, Ritter Architects
Wyck Knox, AIA, VMDO Architects
Markpaulo Matel, Hampton University
Leslie McDonald, University of Virginia
Dan Morgan, VMDO
Christopher Schellhammer, Virginia Tech
Heather Simmons, Assoc. AIA, HDR
Jen Stringer
Melissa Vaughan, AIA, Glavé & Holmes Associates
The sophomore class has now been selected and preparations are
being finalized for the seminars and class project. With program
improvements planned and with financial (and moral) support
from the AIA College of Fellows, the VSAIA’s Emerging Leaders in Architecture is looking forward to the continued evolution
that benefits our future leaders.
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YAF + WIA Hosting a Joint Happy Hour

Architectural Registration Exam Preparatory
Courses for 2010

January 20, 6:00-8:00p
At Vapiano Ballston, 4401 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington

by Anna M. Barbour, AIA, LEED® AP
Chair, Young Architects Forum

The Young Architects Forum and Women in Architecture are
combining their happy hours. Please come out to Vapiano’s and
make some new friends! For additional information, contact the
Chapter House at (703) 549-9747 or aianova@aianova.org.

The Young Architects Forum has prepared the ARE Preparatory
Courses for 2010. Based on feedback from prior ARE Prep participants, we have added several supplemental courses this year.
The supplemental courses will occur every Wednesday evening
during March. These courses are 1-1/2 hours. The standard ARE
courses take place Saturdays, as scheduled below. These courses
are 4 hours and breakfast and lunch will be provided.

2010 AIA Architectural Photography Competition
Sponsored by AIA St. Louis, the 27th annual AIA National Photography Competition© is underway. The competition is open to
all registered architects, as well as Associate and AIAS members.
The top 14 entries will be exhibited at the 2010 AIA National
Convention. Images for the 2012 Engagement Calendar, published
by Rizzoli and Universe, will be selected from all submitted
entries. Cash awards are given to the top winners: $500 for First
Place, $400 for Second, $300 for Third and $200 for the Albert
Fuller Award winner for the best American Architecture subject.
Entries must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2010 and must
include a completed entry form, a $30 entry fee which covers up
to five submitted images, and images on a CD ROM. To read the
guidelines and to obtain an entry form, visit www.aia-stlouis.org
and click on Features or call (314) 621-3484.

All courses, excluding Structural Systems, will be held at:
AECOM
3101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 900
Arlington, VA 22201
We are very happy to welcome back David Thaddeus for his 3
day Structural Systems Seminar; location TBD. Please check
BLAST and Chapter website for registration forms.
We are continually improving our courses to better serve our
ARE Candidates. If you have recently taken the exams and would
like to assist us, please contact the Chapter House at (703) 5499747 or aianova@aianova.org. We can always use volunteers to
review vignettes and provide feedback to candidates.

2010 ARE Prep Course Schedule
2/24
ARE Roundtable - FREE
An NCARB representative will be on hand to answer any questions on topics ranging from IDP to ARE.
Supplemental Courses – See Registration Form for fees
3/3
3/10
3/17
3/24
3/31

Architectural History
NCARB Software
Green Building
ADA
Historic Preservation

ARE Prep Series – See Registration Form for fees
3/6
3/20
4/3
4/16-18
5/1
5/15
6/5
6/19
7/10

Construction Documents I
Construction Documents II
Building Design and Construction Systems
Structural Systems
Building Systems I
Building Systems II
Programming, Planning, and Practice
Site Planning Design
Schematic Design

7/21
Now What? After the Exams – From Associate to AIA
After finishing the exams, we will cover the necessary steps to
become licensed and then to maintain your license.
AIA Northern Virginia News
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Reflections on a Green Decade
by Jon Penndorf, AIA, LEED® AP
Project Manager for Lessard Group Inc.
The jury is still out about what to officially call the last decade
(the Aught’s? the Double-O’s?), but the past ten years can definitely be seen as the decade that “green” came to the forefront
of conversation, both in the building industry and in daily life.
Green design (environmental design, sustainable design, efficient design, whatever you call it) went from a specialization to
requirement. In the spirit of decade-in-review television shows
and count-down radio programs, let’s take a moment and reflect
on the growth of green from 2000-2009.
1. The rise of the U.S. Green Building Council
A band of visionaries sought to create an organization that
spanned across the building industry and worked to drive the
market toward environmentally-friendly buildings. Creating
the LEED® checklist as a tool for benchmarking buildings, the
USGBC has gone from a grassroots organization to a lobbying
organization and a major influence in the building industry nationwide. Cities and counties have adopted LEED® as a standard
for municipal and privately-funded buildings, and other organizations have created similar checklists for rating the greenness of
structures. Individuals have associated with USGBC as well, with
over 120,000 people worldwide receiving the LEED® Accredited
Professional credential to-date.
2. The AIA asks members to walk the walk
Architects have a substantial role in the life of a building and
determining how green a building will be. The American Institute
of Architects launched the “walk the walk” campaign to both
promote the value of architects as green leaders and to encourage
architects to integrate more green design into their projects. The
AIA even revised its Code of Ethics to reflect the role architects
must play in creating a more sustainable future.

4. Green goes mainstream
The American public became much more aware of environmental issues and educated about the merits of going green. Whether
from easier access to information on the internet or mainstream
media and motion pictures (do we credit Al Gore for both?) the
average non-architect is at least aware of major environmental
issues and how going green on a personal level has both earthly
and economic benefits. Reusable grocery bags explode in popularity.
5. Alternative fuels slowly become reality
Photovoltaic panels and wind turbines go from expensive and
quirky rarities to commercially-available solutions for home
and building owners. Hybrid vehicles went from concept cars
practically a-dime-a-dozen. Natural disasters such as Hurricane
Katrina in 2006 caused fuel and energy prices to skyrocket, and
consumers began seriously looking to alternative sources to
power their lives.
Where will green go in the Teens? Will carbon neutrality be
a reality? Will the green bubble burst? Will we all be driving
cooking oil fueled micro-vehicles?
The past ten years have afforded us a tremendous leap in becoming a more sustainable industry and society. Hopefully the
momentum of the Double-O’s will provide a good foundation
on which to continue to build the green movement.

3. Ed lays down the gauntlet
An architect realizes that he has an impact on the world around
him. And he talks about it. Just a few months later, Ed Mazria is
addressing the national AIA Convention and challenging architects nationwide to meet the 2030 Challenge. Can the world meet
carbon neutrality by 2030? Can architects lead by example?

AIA Northern Virginia News
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Mandatory Continuing Education Now Required in Virginia, DC + Maryland
AIA members can easily fulfill the requirements of all three jurisdictions. You already complete 18 hours of continuing education each year, with at least 8 hours related to health, safety and
welfare (HSW) topics and 4 of those 8 on sustainable design (SD)
topics. And your AIA transcript will certainly help you track your
credits.
Virginia
Mandatory continuing education for architects licensed in Virginia went into effect on April 1, 2009, meaning those whose
licenses expire after March 31, 2010 will need to comply with the
requirements.
The regulation calls for 16 hours of approved continuing education activities prior to each bi-yearly license renewal. Continuing education activities deemed appropriate must be related
to the practice of architecture and must “have a clear purpose
and objective that will maintain, improve, or expand the skills
and knowledge relevant to the licensee’s area of practice….
The required continuing education credit hours may be in areas
related to business practices, including project management, risk
management, and ethics.”
Self-directed activities are accepted if they include some form of
assessment and credit can be obtained for developing a class or
program. The Board has the right to conduct random audits, so
licensees are responsible for maintaining documentation of all
their continuing education activities.

For additional information, refer to the Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers
& Landscape Architects Regulations, published by the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, available
here: http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/dporweb/ape_reg.pdf.
District of Columbia
If you maintain a license in DC you will need to provide proof
that you have completed the required continuing education units
beginning with renewals in April 2010.
The regulation requires architects to complete 24 Professional
Development Units (PDU) for each two-year renewal period. At
least 16 PDUs must be in Health, Safety and Welfare subjects
acquired in structured educational activities, and the remaining 8
must be in HSW subjects, but may be in either structured educational activities or in individual planned educational activities.
For additional information, visit the District of Columbia Board
of Architecture and Interior Design’s website at:
http://www.pearsonvue.com/dc/arch_intdes/.
Maryland
In effect for several years now, architects licensed in Maryland
need to complete 24 continuing education contact hours per
24-month period since the last renewal of a license, including 16
hours of HSW topics.
When you renew, you will be asked to certify that you have complied with the continuing education requirements. Certificates of
completion and other forms of proof of attendance do not have to
be sent to the Board, but licensees must retain those documents
for two years in case of audit.
Any course or activity approved by the AIA or NCARB, is considered to be a pre-approved course or activity. A course or activity not pre-approved may be given approval by the Board if the
licensee submits a written request in advance of the program. The
Board will only consider courses for credit that meet the standard
of enhancing the architect’s ability to protect the public’s health,
safety and welfare and professional competency.
Additional information on Maryland’s continuing education requirements, may be found on the Maryland Board of Architects,
Department of Labor, Licensing & Regulation website at
http://www.dllr.state.md.us/license/arch/archceu.shtml.
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Canstruction® Preparing to Help Community in 2010
by Derek J. Moore, AIA
Community Service Committee Chair
It may seem early to be thinking about Canstruction® now, since
it doesn’t take place until the spring, but now is the time to start
planning and thinking about this very worthwhile community
service event.
As was the case last year, the Arlington Food Assistance Center
(AFAC) and all of the local beneficiaries really need our help.
AFAC provides supplemental groceries to Arlington residents who
cannot afford to purchase all the food they need. Currently, over
1,200 families are coming to AFAC weekly requesting food assistance, which means AFAC is serving around 3,500 individuals
– 2,200 adults and 1,300 children – on a continuous weekly basis.
The AIA Northern Virginia Chapter’s annual Canstruction® competition is one of the largest food drive contributors to AFAC;
contributing over 20,000 lbs of food from the 2009 competition.
AFAC is really counting on us, the AIA, to come through again
for them this spring. No doubt, it has been a difficult year for all
of us, but there are people in our community having an even more
difficult time than us.
Here is how you can help – form an AIA member-sponsored
Canstruction® team of design industry professionals and friends,
and join this year’s 7th annual Northern Virginia Canstruction®
Competition. The event will be held April 16th at the Ballston
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Common Mall in Arlington. Registration will be formally open
in February, but it is never too early to confirm your intention
to participate. If forming a team is just not possible for you or
your organization this year, you can still contribute by donating
your time and talents to the Canstruction® Committee. General
Canstruction® information can be found at www.canstruction.org
If you have specific questions, would like to form a team, join
the Committee, or receive additional information about the local
event, please contact me directly at dmoore@fox-architects.com.
Canstruction® is not just a fun and friendly competition between
teams of local design professionals; it is a
really important event for our region and
our Chapter. So, please do what you
CAN to lend a hand to those in greater
need than ourselves.

2009 Peoples’ Choice award winner, Hunger Down the Drain, by Cooper
Carry and Haynes Whaley
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David W. Look, FAIA Honored with the Harley J.
McKee Award
by John A. Burns, FAIA
Fellow of the Association for Preservation Technology
The Association for Preservation Technology International has
awarded David W. Look, FAIA, the Harley J. McKee Award for
Outstanding Contributions to the Field of Preservation Technology over Time. The proclamation states, “As a tireless advocate for
preservation, particularly in areas threatened by disaster, David
Look has exhibited a long-term commitment toward heritage resources both in the United States and abroad. As Chief of Cultural
Resources in the Pacific Great Basin Office of the National Park
Service (NPS) and as a long term supporter of APT, David has set
an exemplary standard for the heritage conservation field.”
David is a relatively new member
of AIANOVA, having moved to
Winchester following his retirement from the National Park
Service in 2006. I first met David
in 1974 when his thirty-two year
career with the Park Service began
in Washington, DC, under the
supervision of AIA/NOVA founding member Lee H. Nelson, FAIA.
One of David’s most significant
accomplishments followed the
1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake. In
the immediate aftermath of the quake, he organized teams of
Park Service professionals to inspect and assess damaged historic
buildings to help prevent unnecessary demolitions and avoid
disfiguring seismic upgrades. I spent a week with one of those
teams, a sobering and enlightening experience. Subsequently,
David became a tireless advocate for design excellence in the
seismic retrofitting of historic buildings, lecturing, organizing
symposia and publishing articles. One result of his efforts was
Preservation Brief 41: The Seismic Retrofit of Historic Buildings;
Keeping Preservation in the Forefront, available online at:
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief41.htm.

FIRM
TOURS
Get to know your colleagues
Tours of several Chapter architecture firms are
planned this year. They are scheduled to coincide
with our Chapter Board Meetings. Members are
invited to participate in the board meeting and tour
or just the tour. The board meetings begin at 4:30p,
followed at 6:00p by a tour of our host firm, including
a discussion about the firm and its recent projects.
One hour of AIA/CES credit is available for the tour
and discussion. Reservations are not necessary.

February 8, 2010

Geier Brown Renfrow Architects
1029 North Royal Street, Suite 200
Arlington, Virginia 22314
http://www.gbrarch.com/

4:30p Board Meeting - 6:00p Office Tour

He was elected to the AIA College of Fellows in 2004. At retirement, David was Manager of the Preservation and Partnership
Programs for the Pacific West Region of the Park Service in Oakland, California. Still active in preservation, he continues to do
volunteer work for the NPS on the Japanese Agriculture Station
and Pohnpei Botanical Gardens in the Federated States of Micronesia. In November 2009, he was elected to the Board of Directors
of the French and Indian War Foundation, located in Winchester.
APT is a cross-disciplinary, membership organization dedicated
to promoting the best technology for conserving historic structures and their settings. The Harley J. McKee Award, the highest
honor bestowed by APT, recognizes individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to the field of preservation technology.
First presented to late Lee H. Nelson, FAIA, in 1985, the award
is named for the late Haley J. McKee, an early preservation architect and professor at Syracuse University, who was a founder of
APT in 1968 and president in 1971-72.
AIA Northern Virginia News
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On the Boards

New NRUCFC Headquarters Building at Dulles Town Center
Kishimoto.Gordon.Dalaya PC
The National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation’s (NRUCFC) new Corporate
Headquarters Building, designed by Kishimoto.Gordon.Dalaya PC (KGD), is now under
construction. NRUCFC was formed in 1969 and is a privately owned, non-governmental
organization that provides state-of-the-art financial products to its member utility organizations.
The prominent, heavily-wooded 42-acre campus site anchors Dulles Town Center, a 554
acre premier mixed-use community of prime office, luxury residential, hotel and retail uses
in Loudoun County. The first phase of their new headquarters campus will be a three-story
120,000 SF building with a large central rotunda-shaped atrium designed to physically and
visually link all corporate departments and their heads, including the CEO’s office.
KGD’s building massing and siting concept for CFC was based on creating a central public
space that both symbolizes and functions as a “crossroads,” with office wings splayed
open to orient views towards a large stand of hardwood trees, allow more natural daylighting and gesture symbolically westward. The entrance façade facing east was inspired by
Virginia’s Jeffersonian architectural tradition and the plan concept is a modern interpretation of Palladio’s classic Villa Rotunda.

As one enters the building moving westward, the building transforms from traditional lines into a modern,
state-of-art work environment with generous natural
daylight, efficient office layout molded to the CFC
corporate values and operating philosophy and forwardlooking Green building features contributing towards
global conservation of natural resources, a healthy work
environment and reduced operating costs.
KGD designed the building, its major interior public spaces and campus masterplan concept. The building is designed to be LEED®
Gold Certified. KGD Architecture, headquartered in Rosslyn, Virginia, has designed numerous award-winning buildings, communities and corporate interiors in the Metropolitan Washington DC area as well as across the US and abroad. The design team also
included a local interiors firm and nationally-renown landscape design and MEP engineering firms.
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Professional Practice
Starting in January, AIArchitect is being rebuilt. It’s responding
to member calls for fewer, but more focused, members’ communications. The publication will focus on important news from across
the AIA, as well as vital news on practice and design coverage
from the full spectrum of the design and construction media. It will
also integrate many AIA publications to create a unified place for
member communications. The new AIArchitect will offer:
• A place for stories about how design strengthens communities
and quality of life
• Tips and tools to navigate the changing design and construction economy
• A flexible platform with targeted, customized content based
on members specific professional interests
• A place for online community building tools
• An opportunity for quality education programs that make it
easier to grow as a professional designer and maintain your
license.
The first redesigned edition will be published January 15 on a
biweekly basis in a quick-read, headline-only format centered on
news and resources.
Mark your calendar for the AIA 2010 National Convention and
Design Exposition. Design for the New Decade will be held from
June 10-12 at the Miami Beach Convention Center. Registration
will begin in mid-January. Everyone knows that if you want to
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attend the best sessions and tours, you need to register early. So,
to request notification when registration opens, visit:
http://www.aiaconvention.com.
AIA Housing is open now, so to reserve a room, visit:
http://www.wynjade.com/aia10/index.cfm.
DesignDC 2010 - Presentation proposals are due by January 15,
2010. The Call for Presentations form is available at:
http://www.aiadc.com.
Complete the form and fax or email it to Sarah at (202) 667-4327
or ssmith@aiadc.com.
The Call for Entries is now open for the 2010 AIA/COTE Top
Ten Green Projects. Organized by the AIA Committee on the
Environment (COTE), the awards program recognizes the benefits of sustainable design and acknowledges architects as leaders
in the creation of environmentally responsible design solutions.
Entries must be received by 8:00p, January 15, 2010. To access
the Call for Entries, visit:
http://www.aia.org/practicing/groups/kc/AIAB081651.
Diversity and Inclusion – The AIA recently developed a toolkit
for firms as a resource for incorporating diversity and inclusion
into the practice of architecture. It contains information specifically designed to assist firms in a variety of topic areas including
the business case for diversity, return on investment, marketplace
diversity, pipeline development and workplace diversity and
inclusion. The toolkit may be accessed at:
http://www.aia.org/about/initiatives/aiab081716.
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IDP 2.0 - Phase Two went into effect January 1, 2010. The
first phase of IDP 2.0 went into effect last July and introduced
opportunities for interns to earn training units and supplementary
education credit when completing the Intern Development Program (IDP) while unemployed. Phase Two ushers in additional
changes to make the program more aligned with practice. It also
simplifies reporting acceptable work experience and modifies
some key program definitions, including:
• Training Units will be reported as Training Hours
• Direct Supervision is redefined to include both personal contact and remote communication
• Training Hours may be obtained through the Emerging
Professional’s Companion (EPC)
For more information, watch the IDP 2.0 webcast at:
http://www.ncarb.org/Publications/Webcasts/IDP20.aspx.

New AIA member benefit from the AIA Trust - Schinnerer is
now offering a 5% premium credit to AIA members on their professional liability insurance policies. If your firm has billings of
$5 million or less, acceptable loss ratios and at least 50% of the
firm’s professional staff are AIA members, you can reap significant savings. For example, a 13-person firm in Virginia can save
$1,155 on their professional liability CNA insurance premium by
earning the 5% AIA Membership credit at their policy renewal.
For additional information, visit the AIA Trust website at:
http://www.theaiatrust.com.

Seeking HABS Alumni – Michelle Swatek, Executive Director
of AIA St. Louis, requests HABS alumni to please contact her at
mswatek@aia-stlouis.org. She is interested in reviving HABS as
a program to employ architects. The Historic American Buildings
Survey is the only New Deal program from the Great Depression
still in existence today. It was established in 1933 to help employ
out of work architects to document historic buildings through
measured drawings, photographs and written documentation.
HABS documentation continues today primarily as a summer
intern program for architecture students. The HABS collection is
available for public use and is the mostly widely used collection at
the Library of Congress. Additional information is available here:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/.

New Members
Jason Phillip Beshore, Assoc. AIA, Cannon Design
Patrick J. Cheek, Assoc. AIA, Wisnewski Blair & Associates, Ltd.
Benjamin Dronsick, AIA, Benjamin Dronsick, AIA, Architecture
Sarah Farrell, AIA, Moser Architects
Athena M. Kramarius, Assoc. AIA, Little
Kevin M. Link, AIA, BeeryRio Architecture and Interiors
Paola Lugli Watkins, Int’l. Assoc. AIA
Lawrence Mason, AIA, Lawrence Mason Architects, PLLC
James W. Scruggs Jr., AIA, Wisnewski Blair & Associates, Ltd.
Heidi C. Shoemaker, Assoc. AIA, SHW Group, LLP
Carma Alicia Wilson, Assoc. AIA, Noritake Associates

Membership Update

Returning Members
Heather Casey, Assoc. AIA, Grimm & Parker Architects
Wilton Lee Crouch, Assoc. AIA, W.L. Crouch & Associates
Edward A. Funkhouser, AIA
Eleanor F. Krause, AIA, The RKtects Studio, Inc.
Edward R. Parker, AIA, Bradley/Parker & Associates P.C.
Jeffrey P. Serbu, Assoc. AIA
Richard E. Whitaker, AIA, TDC Healthcare Studio
Transfer In
John J. Costalas, AIA, Jacobs, From Baltimore
Binh T. Duong, Assoc. AIA, From Atlanta
Michelle L. Kinasiewicz, AIA, From Tampa Bay
Upgrade to Architect
Steven Topolovec, AIA, Davis Carter Scott Ltd.
Upgrade to Emeritus
Manu M. Sheikerz, Assoc. AIA
New Silver Sponsor
Woodburn & Associates, Inc.
3808 Annandale Road
Annandale, VA 22003
Woody Woodburn
woody@woodburnassoc.com
Judy Woodburn
judy@woodburnassoc.com
(703) 658-1350
www.woodburnassoc.com
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FYI
Virginia Architect, Dennis Findley, AIA announces his candidacy for Congress, seeking the Democratic nomination for the
U.S. House of Representatives in Virginia’s 10th Congressional
District for 2010. The seat is currently held by 15-term incumbent, Frank Wolf. Dennis is currently a Senior Project Architect
with Bowie Gridley Architects in Georgetown and is a 20year resident of McLean. He received his bachelor’s degree in
architecture from Auburn University and his master’s degree in
architecture from Harvard’s Graduate School of Design. Dennis
spent much of the 1980s practicing in Cambridge, Massachusetts
with The Architects Collaborative and Graham Gund Architects
before moving to Washington in 1989. For more information
about Dennis’ campaign, visit:
http://www.FindleyforCongress.com
Huelat Parimucha Healing Design is one of five architecture
and design firms certified as part of the new Planetree Visionary Design Network. This new certification establishes firms
as specialists in evidence-based healthcare design following
the Planetree philosophy and its core components of healing
design; such as welcoming a patient’s family and friends, valuing human beings over technology, enabling patients to fully
participate as care partners and fostering a connection to nature
and beauty.
The City of Alexandria has been named one of America’s Crown
Communities by American City & County magazine for the
development of the new Charles Houston Recreation Center, a
project that has become the centerpiece of the neighborhood since
it opened last February. Designed by The Lukmire Partnership,
the project is one of only 11 selected by the magazine editors for
the 2009 awards from nominations submitted by the magazine’s
audience, city and county leaders and associations. Built to
achieve a Silver LEED® rating, the facility was designed with a
number of state-of-the-art green building features, including a
green vegetated roof, a demonstration rain garden and energyefficient HVAC and lighting systems. A profile of the project,
along with profiles of the other winners, can be found in the
December issue of American City & County magazine at:
http://digital-edition.americancityandcounty.com
Ground was officially broken recently for the new South Bowie
Branch Library in Prince George’s County. Designed by The
Lukmire Partnership, the 44,000-square-foot building, targeted
for completion in 2011, will be the focal point of a new retail and
housing complex. To reflect its railroad heritage, all of the structures in the complex will use railroad design elements as a theme.
David Jameson, FAIA was featured in the December 18 issue
of AIArchitect. David Jameson: Designing In Between the Lines,
authored by Zach Mortice, Associate Editor, illustrates several
projects and includes an interview where David discusses his
influences and design philosophy.
Daniel L. Moore, AIA, LEED® AP, a Principal at Perkins+Will
joined Winchester’s Valley Health System to kick off the Win18

chester Medical Center’s $161 million expansion project and
praised the Valley Health leadership for their commitment to
achieve LEED® Gold certification. The expansion will increase
space within the hospital by more than 50%. The estimated
completion is fall 2012.
The 23rd Annual Best of NAIOP Northern Virginia Awards
was held recently, recognizing winners in the commercial,
industrial and mixed-use real estate community. AIA Northern
Virginia members recognized as part of design and construction
teams honored with a NAIOP Northern Virginia Award include:
• Architecture, Incorporated
• cox graae + spack architects
• Davis Carter Scott
• DBI Architects, Inc.
• Dewberry, Inc.
• FOX Architects, LLC
• GHT Limited
• HITT Contracting Inc.
• HOK
• Noritake Associates, Inc.
• Skidmore, Owings and Merrill LLP
• SmithGroup
• VOA Associates, Inc.
• Wisnewski Blair Associates Ltd.
FOX Architects recently completed law offices for Shook,
Hardy & Bacon, L.L.P. The new offices are located in a unique
space where a monumental staircase connects an assemblage of
historic buildings to a newly constructed glass tower. A primary
goal was to achieve an environmentally-responsible workspace,
earning the space LEED® Silver certification.
During its November 2009 National Conference, the DesignBuild Institute of America (DBIA) recognized the Rappahannock
Regional Jail Expansion and Renovation with a Merit Award for
public sector buildings over $25 million. The design-build team
of Balfour Beatty Construction and Dewberry, both of Fairfax,
designed and constructed the facility expansion under the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Public-Private Education Facilities and
Infrastructure Act (PPEA) of 2002. The jail was also awarded a
DBIA Mid-Atlantic Merit Award.
Hickok Cole Architects recently completed the renovation of the
National Football League Players Association Headquarters in
DC, updating the 700sf building lobby and canopy, modernizing
the entrance way doors and adding a new 6-screen media wall.
The firm will also work on an adaptive re-use sustainable project
for the historic Art Deco J.C. Penney façade in downtown Silver
Spring as it becomes the Fillmore Music Hall. Hickok Cole’s design of Blackboard, Inc. was recognized by Interior Design magazine as one of four finalists in their 2009 Best of Year Awards
in the Large Office category and was featured in the magazine’s
May 2009 issue.
Lew Brode, PE, LEED® AP, with GPI/Greenman-Pedersen,
Inc., and Kevin Sneed, AIA, IIDA, LEED® AP, of OTJ Architects, recently presented Benefits of Interior Design/Engineer
Collaboration at NeoCon® East in Baltimore. The presentation
detailed the importance of the relationship and continued col-
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laboration between the architect/interior designer and mechanical,
electrical and plumbing engineers (MEP).
Audio Video Systems, Inc. (AVS) is pleased to announce that
for the third straight year they has been named one of the top
small technology companies in the metro region by the Washington Business Journal. AVS was ranked third this year (up from
seventh last year). The company was also recently awarded Best
Government AV install (Federal) as part of Pro AV magazine’s
first annual Spotlight Awards. In addition, AVS is realigning
its departments into three business units (Operations, Sales and
Marketing, and Support), all overseen by chief operating officer
Matt Komos. In 2010, AVS will be moving into its new LEED®
certified corporate headquarters, in Chantilly.

Calendar
January
20
YAF/WIA Happy Hour, 6:00p, Arlington
February
8
Board Meeting, 4:30p, Geier, Brown, Renfrow, Alexandria
8
Firm Tour, 6:00p, Geier, Brown, Renfrow, Alexandria
16
Open House, 6:00p, Chapter House
17
Lunch Seminar - Security + Access Control, 11:00a,
Dewberry, Fairfax
24
ARE Roundtable
March
3		
6		
8		
10
17
20
24
27
31
April
3		
		
11-18
11
12
14
16
16-18

ARE - Architectural History
ARE - Construction Documents I
Board Meeting, 4:30p
ARE - NCARB Software
ARE - Green Building
ARE - Construction Documents II
ARE - ADA
Fellows Fete, Charlottesville
ARE - Historic Preservation
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ARE - Building Design +
Construction Systems
Architecture Week
Alexandria Walking Tour, 1:00p
Board Meeting, 4:30p
Canstruction® Can Delivery
Canstruction® Build-Out
ARE - Structures Review with David
Thaddeus, AIA
De-Canstruction®

May
1		
10
15

ARE - Building Systems I
Board Meeting, 4:30p
ARE - Building Systems II

June
5		
5		
		
10-12
14
19

Design Awards
ARE - Programming, Planning
+ Practice
AIA National Convention, Miami
Board Meeting, 4:30p
ARE - Site Planning Design

July
10
12
21

ARE - Schematic Design
Board Meeting, 4:30p
ARE - Now What?

Also...
DesignDC, August 3-5
Annual Dinner, October 9
ArchEx, Richmond, November 3-5
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The American Institute of Architects
Northern Virginia Chapter
205 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9747
aianova@aianova.org
www.aianova.org
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Chapter Sponsors
Platinum

BOWA Builders
Horizon Builders
Mosaic Express Printing
Potomac Valley Brick and Supply Company

Gold

Wisnewski Blair & Associates, Ltd.

Silver

BeeryRio Architecture + Interiors
DBI Architects, Inc.
Marvin Window/LightStyles Ltd.
Milestone Construction Services, Inc.
Triad Engineering, Inc.
TW Perry
Woodburn & Associates, Inc.

Bronze

AECOM Design
Aerotek
Ames & Gough
Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.
CBIZ, Inc.
HDR, Inc.
Hellmuth, Obata and Kassabaum
K3 Construction Group
KCI Technologies
C.M. Kling & Associates, Inc.
McMullan & Associates, Inc.
Muse Architects, PC
O’Donnell & Naccarato
Precision Doors & Hardware, Inc.
RTKL Associates, Inc.
Setty & Associates
Velux America Inc.
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