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AIA Northern Virginia News

by Debbie Burns, Hon. AIA
AIA Northern Virginia Executive Director

Annual Meeting Honors Eight with Chapter 
Awards and Elects 2015 Chapter Board

continues on page 9

On October 22 members and guests filled Columbia Firehouse in Alexandria for our 
39th Annual Chapter Meeting, Elections and Honors Celebration. Chapter President, 
Scott Matties, AIA welcomed everyone and provided a report on the Chapter, 
highlighting our busy calendar and new initiatives. He also introduced our Regional 
Director for the Virginias, Paula Loomis, FAIA, to say a few words.

2015 Chapter Leaders – Seated l-r: Morgan B. Danner, Associate AIA; Rachel I. Williams, Associate 
AIA; Jody Gibson, AIA; Christopher S. Kehde, AIA. Second row l-r: Spencer E. Lepler, AIA; Meagan 
W. Jancy, AIA; Jin Soo Park, AIA; Carter Jones, AIA. Back row l-r: Stephen R. Wakeman, AIA; 
Karen M. Conkey, AIA; Scott S. Matties, AIA; Theresa del Ninno, AIA; Joseph B. McCoy, AIA; 
Kathryn T. Prigmore, FAIA; John A. Burns, FAIA; Sean E. Reilly, AIA.

Photo © Kathryn Brown

What Do the Stay Puft Marshmallow Man and Snoopy Have in Common?

Both are currently visiting Reagan National Airport and will make 
a significant difference in the lives of local families in need. We are 
fortunate to once again be able to hold our Canstruction Competition 
at Reagan National Airport. We enjoyed a steady stream of onlookers 
admiring the structures, asking questions about Canstruction and taking 
photos, lots of photos.

All eight teams succeeded in their 
mission of feeding Arlington’s 
neediest citizens by donating 27,616 
cans of food (for a total weight of 

18,640 pounds!) to the Arlington Food Assistance Center, a non-profit 
organization providing supplemental groceries to families in need.

continues on page 14

Team HGA Architects and Engineers & Balfour Beatty Construction 
with their entry, “Who Ya Gonna Call to Fight Hunger?”

Photo © John Burns, FAIA
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On a recent trip to San Francisco to participate 
in the annual AIA Big Sibs Conference, I was 
struck by a young couple traveling with their 
toddler. At first glance I was impressed that they 
seemed to have no fear traveling by air with the 
mass of equipment that often accompanies our tiniest citizens – 
stroller, diaper bag, car seat, etc. Parenting is a very challenging 
job that, when done effectively as a team, can at times digress 
into stereotypical gender roles. In the case of the traveling family, 
the production that was boarding the plane involved the mother 
managing human resources (the kid) and the father managing 
technology (the stuff). I can see the same scenario playing out in 
my family. Each was managing their task very well, but I wondered 
if that would have been the case if the roles were reversed.

While this could be viewed as a study in gender equity, which we 
see improving in the profession (but not yet where it needs to be), I 
viewed it as a study in collaboration. Perhaps parenting is the ultimate 
collaborative endeavor. But what is the nature of collaboration, 
really? At its best it is the intermixing of varied experience, expertise 
and ability to create a whole greater than the sum of its parts.

Too often when we collaborate professionally with complementary 
disciplines the result is an exercise in trying to do each other’s job 
(which one could interpret as a lack of respect for the collaborator). 
To be truly open to successful collaboration requires a delicate 
balance between the conviction to meaningfully contribute and the 
humility to accept meaningful contribution. While the principal 
is the same, there exists a distinction between professional 
collaboration (with the varied disciplines in the building industry) 
and public “collaboration” (with civic and jurisdictional entities 
that often have little experience with or expertise in the building 
industry). If the goal is to transcend building to create Architecture 
(as it should be), the later poses the greater challenge.  

Architecture is an inherently responsive endeavor. The Architect 
is tasked with compiling (often competing) criteria from many 
sources and stakeholders – owners, users, neighbors, reviewers 
– and synthesizing a creative and thoughtful solution that 
simultaneously satisfies as many of the criteria as possible. It is 
this process of synthesis that makes the profession special. Too 
often, however, projects in the public realm become burdened 
by public “collaboration” (or more aptly participation) because 
the synthesis is bred out of the process in favor of strategic 
expediency. As the AIA’s forthcoming public relations campaign 
gears up to convey the profession’s value to the public our ability 
to synthesize solutions should be front and center.

Lastly, I was never much of a joiner. As with many who have 
actively participated in the AIA I would likely not have gotten 
involved if I had not been recruited. But I am glad for it. I 
have had the pleasure of working with and learning from many 
dedicated and engaged architects from the full range of the 
profession and look forward continuing this in the future.

mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
http://www.aianova.org
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AIA Northern Virginia Lunch Seminar:
Concrete Masonry

December 10, 11:00a-1:30p

Two presentations:

Concrete Masonry & Thermal Performance for Sustainable Design
1 HSW LU 

• Know how to utilize the thermal mass advantages of concrete masonry
• Determine how to select the proper insulating system to maximize energy efficiency
• Learn about effects of thermal bridging and the impact of unit configuration on thermal bridging
• Understand how to control air infiltration to increase energy efficiency and comfort
• Review the changes to ASTM C 90 and how these changes affect the thermal performance of 
wall assemblies

Sustainable Concrete Masonry Design: Mold Prevention & Moisture Penetration
1 HSW LU

• Analyze how materials, construction practices, and design details can contribute to mold growth
• Acquire knowledge in the primary causes of mold and moisture problems and their impact on 
public HSW
• Learn how to keep the interior of a concrete masonry structure completely dry
• Identify various material options and design solutions for healthy buildings
• Review integral water repellents, flashings, weeps, drip edges, and cavity drainage materials

Presented by Jack Kennedy with York Building Products (www.yorkbuilding.com) and 
sponsored by Potomac Valley Brick and Supply Co. (www.pvbrick.com). 

Lunch is provided courtesy of Potomac Valley Brick. AIA members attend free of charge, non-
members are $20. Registration is required at www.aianova.org/panes/event.php?eventID=1035

AIA Northern Virginia “Old Guard” members gathered October 8th at the Chesapeake Beach, Maryland, office 
of James W. Ritter, FAIA (standing center). Present were: standing from left to right, Thomas L. Kerns FAIA, 
Ritter, and Lawrence D. Cook FAIA; seated Paul H. Barkley FAIA, Marvin J. Cantor FAIA & Eason Cross, Jr. 
FAIA. This collegial group who helped lead the AIA chapter during its first decade, 1975-1985, meet periodically 
for lunch and fellowship.

Photo © Jeanette F. Barkley

http://www.yorkbuilding.com
http://www.pvbrick.com
http://www.aianova.org/panes/event.php?eventID=1035
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In Virginia, the law follows the American Rule when it comes 
to an award of attorneys’ fees in a case. The American Rule 
means that each party is responsible for its own litigation costs 
and expenses, including attorneys’ fees, unless specifically 
agreed to in a contract between the parties, or expressly 
authorized by statute. As you are aware, more often than not, 
construction industry contracts include a fee shifting provision 
for recovery of attorneys’ fees. During contract negotiations, 
parties sometime agree to a prevailing party attorneys’ 
fee provision in an effort to have a “fair” agreement. This 
article aims to outline the upside and downside of including 
a prevailing party attorneys’ fee provision in your design 
agreement.

The Good

Under a prevailing party attorneys’ fee provision the 
upside seems obvious – if you prevail in litigation you will 
be entitled to recover your attorneys’ fees from the non-
prevailing party. This is true whether you are the party 
bringing the claim (i.e. a suit against an owner for non-
payment of invoices) or you are defending an action filed 
against you (i.e. a suit brought by the owner for alleged error 
or omission in your documents). This of course seems fair. If 
you did not do anything wrong, you should have the right to 
recover your attorneys’ fees.

The Bad

The flip side of the above is if you lose in litigation, you risk 
a judgment that includes the other parties’ attorneys’ fees. 
Again, the loss can mean either a lawsuit you filed was not 
successful, or you were not successful in defending an action 
against you. Under those circumstances, under a prevailing 
party attorneys’ fee provision, you will be responsible for 
paying not only attorneys’ fees you incurred, but also the 
opposing party’s attorneys’ fees. It is like adding insult to 
injury.

The Ugly

Possibly the worst part of agreeing to a prevailing party 
attorneys’ fee provision in a design agreement is that, the 
vast majority of the time, attorneys’ fees for another party 
are not within the scope of coverage of insurance policies. 
Professional liability insurance policies do not include 
coverage for contractually assumed obligations. Since 
the American Rule is “every man for himself” regarding 
attorneys’ fees, prevailing party attorneys’ fee provisions are a 
contractually assumed obligation and therefore not covered by 
insurance.

Prevailing Party Attorneys’ Fees – The Good. The Bad. The Ugly.
by Alison Mullins
Associate, Rees Broome, PC Conclusion

In years past, it was believed that including a prevailing party 
attorneys’ fee provision in a contract would discourage litigation. 
However, it is likely that a prevailing party attorneys’ fee 
provision could be viewed as an inducement to litigate claims. 
This fact, coupled with the exposure to a potential judgment that 
is not covered by insurance, should make you think twice about 
such a contract provision. As a result, if your contract does not 
include a one way fee shifting provision in your favor, making 
each side responsible for its own attorneys’ fees is a fair balance 
to strike in a contract.

Alison Mullins is an associate at Rees Broome, PC, www.reesbroome.
com, and is an Allied Professional Member of AIA Northern Virginia 
Chapter. She may be reached at amullins@reesbroome.com or by calling 
(703) 790-1911. Alison’s practice focuses on all aspects of commercial 
dispute resolution. In particular, she often represents architects, 
engineers and others involved in the construction industry.

This article is not intended to provide specific legal advice, but instead 
as general commentary regarding legal matters. You should consult with 
an attorney regarding your legal issues, as the advice you may receive 
will depend upon your facts and the laws of your jurisdiction.

http://www.reesbroome.com
http://www.reesbroome.com
mailto:amullins@reesbroome.com
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Robert E. Beach, AIA, LEED® AP BD+C, 
principal of Robert E. Beach Architects, 
LLC in Falls Church, was awarded 
Virginia Society’s Award for Distinguished 
Achievement on November 7 during 
the Visions for Architecture gala at the 
Jefferson Hotel. Bob was recognized 
for his leadership, integrity, social 
responsibility and commitment to service 
to the community as a citizen architect.

Throughout his 28-year career, Bob has 
volunteered countless hours sharing 
his vision and expertise to assist many 
professional, civic and non-profit 
organizations, including local and state 
levels of the AIA, The Greater Falls 
Church Chamber of Commerce, The 
Fairfax County History Commission, Rotary International, The 
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Association and as a pilot for 
Air Life Line – Angle Flight.

The award committee highlighted Bob’s pro-bono design 
work for the Turning Point Suffragist Memorial located in the 
Occoquan Regional Park in Lorton, Virginia, memorializing the 
individuals and historic events instrumental in the passage of the 
19th Amendment, giving women the right to vote. Bob continues 
to advocate for the construction of this national memorial by 
educating the public and assisting in fundraising efforts. 

Robert E. Beach, AIA Receives Award for Distinguished Achievement from VSAIA

This award recognizes Bob’s record of achievement, service to 
the profession and his involvement in educating the public on the 
value of architects and their contributions to the community.  

Also honored with the Award for Distinguished Achievement 
was AIA Richmond member, Lori Garrett, AIA with Glavé and 
Holmes Architecture.

Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Design

Robert E. Beach, AIA receives the VSAIA Award for Distinguished 
Achievement from VSAIA President Jack Davis, FAIA.

Photo © Marty Beach



January 20, 6:00-7:30p
Location TBD

A building is only as efficient as the people who use it. Behavior 
change campaigns can have a significant impact on energy 
efficiency, with the potential to reduce total utility costs by up 
to 15%. This presentation will provide step-by-step guidance 
for how to develop a customized energy awareness program 
including what factors to consider in the planning process, which 
program elements are most effective for your organization, and 
how to measure success.

Organized by the AIA NOVA 
COTE (Committee on the 
Environment) and presented 
by Emmanuel Hales of 2rw 
Consultants, Inc. 

A reception, sponsored by 2rw Consultants, will be offered from 
6:00-6:00p, with the presentation from 6:30-7:30p.

1 HSW LU. $10 AIA members, $15 non-members.

Additional information and registration is available at: 
   www.aianova.org/panes/event.php?eventID=1032

Offered 2 times: December 3-5 and December 10-12
At the Park West Lions Club, 8620 Sunnygate Drive, Manassas.

Organized by the Virginia Building and Code Officials 
Association (VBCOA).

These training opportunities provide a comprehensive look at the 
2012 update to the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code/
Body of International Codes. The sessions covers both residential 
and commercial updates in all trade areas to include The 
Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development’s 
administrative provisions. This training is mandatory for every 
regulatory certification holder (code official/inspector/plan 
reviewer) in the Commonwealth.

Each class provides DPOR credit, but participants need to 
self-report AIA and ICC credits. Registration is requested by 
November 27. Cost is $100 per day. Additional information on 
subjects covered each day and registration is available at: 

http://vbcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/VBCOA-2012-
CODE-UPATE-TRAINING-FLYER-AND-REG-FORM-2.pdf
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Reducing Utility Costs Through Behavior: 
Maximizing People, Profits & the Planet

2012 Virginia Code Updates

December 7, 10:00a-Noon

Enjoy a private, in-depth tour of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Pope-
Leighey House. The tour will begin with an introduction and 
continental breakfast in the Underwood Room at Woodlawn 
Plantation.

Organized by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The 
Pope-Leighey House is located on the grounds of Woodlawn, 
9000 Richmond Hwy, Alexandria 22309. Admission is $30, $25 
for members of the National Trust. AIA continuing education 
credits are available for the tour. Advanced reservations required 
by emailing mdesantis@savingplaces.org or call (703) 570-6903.

December 1, 12:30 -1:30p
At DAC, 421 7th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004.

This course, provided by Weyerhaeuser, will address the role of 
wood framing in Green Construction. It will walk you through 
the process of building a case for Green construction, and 
achieving all possible credits with iLevel products and services. 
Using the most recent ICC-ES Save® report participants will 
learn how each green framing requirement can be met.

Organized by the Capital-Area CRAN and sponsored by 
Weyerhaeuser. 1 HSW LU. Free for AIA members, $25 for non-
members, lunch provided by Weyerhauser. Registration required at: 

http://aiadc.com/calendar/event/lunchtime-learning-residential-
framing-green-construction

Pope-Leighey House Tour

Photo courtesy Brian Thompson / The Ethan James Foundation

Capitol Area CRAN - Residential Framing 
for Green Construction

http://www.aianova.org/panes/event.php?eventID=1032
http://vbcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/VBCOA-2012-CODE-UPATE-TRAINING-FLYER-AND-REG-FORM-2.pdf
http://vbcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/VBCOA-2012-CODE-UPATE-TRAINING-FLYER-AND-REG-FORM-2.pdf
mailto:mdesantis@savingplaces.org
http://aiadc.com/calendar/event/lunchtime-learning-residential-framing-green-construction
http://aiadc.com/calendar/event/lunchtime-learning-residential-framing-green-construction


Architecture Category
 
Honor Awards
4 Springs Lane by Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Smith Creek Park by design/buildLAB
NOAA Center for Weather & Climate Prediction by HOK
Catherine Burrow Refectory Renovation & Addition, Rhodes 
   College by Hanbury Evans Wright Vlattas + Company
St. Ignatius Chapel at The Calcagnini Contemplative Center, 
   Georgetown University by Dynerman Architects pc 
Union Station Bus Deck Renovation by Studio Twenty Seven 
   Architecture
 
Merit Awards
NYU-DC by Hickok Cole Architects
DC Consolidated Forensic Laboratory by HOK

Contextual Design Category
 
Honor Awards
Charlottesville Strategic Investment Plan 
   by Cunningham | Quill Architects, PLLC
Round Hill Farm Pavilions and Landscape 
   by Spatial Affairs Bureau
 

Residential Design Category
 
Honor Awards
Hampden Lane House by Robert M Gurney, FAIA, Architect
Komai by Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect

 
Historic Preservation Category
 
Honor Award
The Beacon Theater by Commonwealth Architects

Merit Awards
Sherman Building Reconstruction by Quinn Evans Architects
Roanoke City Market by Cunningham | Quill Architects, PLLC
Gadsby’s Tavern Ice Well by Bell Architects and Larson / 
   Koenig Architects

Interior Design Category
 
Honor Award
NOC Conversion by Robert M. Gurney, FAIA, Architect
 
Merit Award
Gallaudet University Student Housing Commons Interiors 
   by Studio Twenty Seven Architecture
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Held each year by the Virginia Society AIA, the Awards for 
Excellence in Architecture recognize projects no older than seven 
years that contribute to the built environment as clear examples of 
thoughtful, engaging design. This year juries reviewed 155 entries 
in Architecture, Residential Design, Contextual Design, Historic 
Preservation and Interior Design, and recognized 18 for awards.

These 18 winning projects are currently on exhibit at the 
Virginia Center for Architecture in Richmond. Design 2014: 
A Retrospective of Winning Work will be on display through 
Sunday, January 4, 2015.

Architecture in the Schools is a dynamic eight-week program that 
brings design professionals directly into local classrooms to teach 
children thinking skills, creativity and team work through project-
based learning. AIA Northern Virginia teams with the Washington 
Architectural Foundation to match volunteers to schools. If you 
are interested in volunteering for the spring semester, email the 
Chapter at aianova@aianova.org.

December 17
6:00-8:00p

Join Capital Area CRAN and Home and Design at our end of the 
year holiday party on Wednesday, December 17th.

Home and Design Magazine, our sponsor, will deck the halls 
with holiday cheer in the backdrop of the new Miele showroom 
located in Tyson’s Corner, at 8065 Leesburg Pike, Suite 110, 
Fairfax Square 1, Vienna, VA 22182. Please respond to:
   rsvp@homeanddesign.com

Winning Projects on Display at the Virginia Center for Architecture

Capital Area CRAN Holiday Party

Make a Difference! Teach in the Schools

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
mailto:RSVP@HOMEANDDESIGN.COM


Thanks for a Great Series!

We would like to thank our 2014 ARE instructors, venue hosts 
and volunteers. Your support makes this series possible! If you 
would like to volunteer as a vignette instructor or seminar helper, 
please contact the Chapter at aianova@aianova.org.

Remember that all Supplemental Courses offer 1.5-2 HSW LUs.

2014 Instructors

ARE Roundtable 
   NCARB spokesperson – Ryan Misner, AIA, NCARB
   AIA NOVA – Spencer Lepler, AIA and Anna Barbour, AIA
NCARB Software – Anna Barbour, AIA
Historic Preservation – John Burns, FAIA, FAPT
Acoustics - Howard Schlepper
Green Building – Peter Feibelman, RA, LEED® AP
Accessibility – Ken Granata
Architectural History 1 & 2 – William Stevens, AIA
Construction Documents 
   Documents Seminar – Jody Gibson, AIA 
   Legal Seminar – Alison Mullins
   Vignette – Jennie Gwin, AIA
Site Planning and Design + Vignette – Gunn Prag
Building Systems + Vignette – Michael Ermann
Programming Planning and Practice 
   Seminar – Jason Wright, AIA
   Vignette – John Nolan, AIA
Building Design + Construction Systems
   Seminar – David Metzger, FAIA, FCSI
   Vignettes – Anna Barbour, AIA
Structural Systems + Vignette – David Thaddeus, AIA, NCARB
Schematic Design – Raedun de Alba, AIA
Life After the Exams – Licensing & Professional Development  
    DPOR – Kate Nosbisch
    NCARB – Jared Zurn, AIA, NCARB
Venue Hosts:
   NCARB Software – CADD Microsystems, T.J. Meehan, AIA
   Structural Systems – ITT, Ela Nowak, Associate AIA
   Building Systems – Jacobs, Stephen Wakeman, AIA
   Other seminars – AECOM, Ed Weaver, AIA and Dan Noonan
AIA NOVA Volunteers:
   Misa del Ninno, Associate AIA
   Neil King, Associate AIA
   EB Kinkle

Thank you for a successful 2014 series and we’ll see you back in 2015! 
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The 2015 ARE Prep Series will start in January 2015, as candidates 
resolve to get licensed. AIA Northern Virginia Young Architects 
Forum has planned the series in a manner that will assist dedicated 
candidates to finish their exams within the timetable of the series.

There will be a complementary Roundtable session with NCARB 
representatives to discuss IDP completion and the exam process. 
A weekly series of supplemental courses will commence with 
topics that are sprinkled throughout the exam series. Following 
the supplemental courses, Saturday courses will be held on 
each exam topic. Please note, two courses, Structural Systems 
and Building Systems will be held over a three-day session as 
described below. A follow-up class, ‘Life After the Exams,’ will 
review licensure procedures and Virginia Regulations.

A Celebration of the Newly Licensed will complete the series 
and recognize newly licensed architects and candidates that 
have completed the examination portion of their IDP.

Most sessions take place at AECOM in Arlington, except 
Building Systems which is at at Jacobs in Arlington and 
Structural Systems, location to be determined. If you are 
interested in volunteering as an AIA NOVA helper at seminars 
or as a vignette instructor, please contact the Chapter House at 
aianova@aianova.org.

2015 ARE Schedule

ARE Roundtable, Wednesday 1/7, 6:30-8:00p  
 
Supplemental Courses:
• Wednesday 1/14 – NCARB Software, 6:30-8:00p
• Wednesday 1/21 – Historic Preservation, 6:30-8:00p
• Wednesday 1/28 – Acoustics, 6:30-8:00p
• Wednesday 2/4 – Green Building, 6:30-8:00p
• Wednesday 2/11 – Accessibility, 6:30-8:00p
• Wednesday 2/18 – Architectural History Part 1, 6:30-8:30p
• Wednesday 2/25 – Architectural History Part 2, 6:30-8:30p 
    
ARE Exam Series:
• Saturday 1/31 – CD’s Legal, 10:00a-2:00p 
• Saturday 2/7 – CD’s Documents + Vignette, 10:00a-2:00p
• Saturday 2/21 – SPD + 2 Vignettes, 10:00a-2:00p
• Sat-Monday 3/7-9 – Building Systems with Michael Ermann
• Saturday 4/4 – PPP + Vignette, 10:00a-2:00p
• Saturday 4/18 – BDCS + Vignette, 10:00a-3:00p
• Fri-Sunday 5/1-3 – Structural Systems with David Thaddeus
• Saturday 5/9 – SD + 2 Vignettes, 10:00a-2:00p   
• Wednesday 5/13 – Life After the Exams: Licensing and 
    Professional Development

AIA continuing education credits are available for all sessions.
Additional information and registration will be available shortly 
on our Chapter website.

New Year’s Resolution 2015: ARE’s - Get it done!
by Anna Barbour, AIA
Young Architects Forum Co-Chair

mailto:aianova@aianova.org
mailto:aianova@aianova.org
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Annual Meeting Honors Eight with Chapter Awards and Elects 2015 Chapter Board, cont.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of our Chapter 
Honor Awards to recognize the outstanding achievements of our 
members and colleagues.

Award of Honor – Paul R. Erickson, AIA
This award is reserved for an extraordinary level of achievement 
and is given to honor a member who has demonstrated 
outstanding levels of professional influence and activity over a 
sustained period of time. This is the highest award of the Chapter.

Presented by James P. Clark, FAIA – When I was asked to present 
Paul Erickson with this award for honor, I thought of many ways 
that I know Paul, and they are all ways that represent his highest 
service to the profession of architecture.  

Let me start with the most challenging way I know Paul. You 
see, his firm, LeMay Erickson Willcox, is a competitor to my 
firm. Paul’s calm demeanor and outstanding reputation make my 
life challenging. His firm sets the bar high with award winning 
projects. But we are all thankful!  Thankful to Paul for raising 
the bar. Thankful for the outstanding service he brings to the 
community in this region.

I have also come to know Paul through our years of serving the 
AIA throughout Virginia. As you know, Paul was an outstanding 
President of our own Northern Virginia Chapter. On the boards 
and committees in Northern Virginia and at the Virginia Society, 
Paul was always there as a voice of reason and wisdom. I could 
count on Paul to be prepared to wrestle all the issues and help 
the group come to consensus around an appropriate solution. It 
was a pleasure to work together with him at the AIA for about 
two decades.

Finally, I know Paul as a committed mentor to all who work with 
him. Coming out of college, my good friend got a job working 
with Paul where he received a rich and diverse internship. Even 
though it has been 27 years since my friend left LEW, he still 
relies on Paul as a friend and mentor. This is the way Paul is to all 
emerging professional he meets.

Outstanding Achievement – Randall A. Mars, AIA
This award recognizes an architect that has made a significant 
contribution to the built environment and transcends the scope of 
normal professional activities.

Presented by William T. Brown, AIA – I am honored to present 
this award to Randall Mars whose contributions over the years 
include not only award winning designs, but an engagement that 
demonstrates his passion and commitment to the profession. 
Randy values action over title and position. He has unselfishly 
given his time and talent to the profession and built environment. 
We honor his many contributions.

Randy’s service began in 2003 and he has continued serving 
in two to four different capacities every year since then. So 14 
years and counting! He has served as both a Chapter and VSAIA 
Director, as Chapter Vice President from 2006-2009, as Chair 
of our Design Awards, and on numerous committees planning 
events from the Design Symposium to DesignDC. Currently, 
Randy serves on the Sponsorship Task Group and is instrumental 
in starting the Tri-Chapter CRAN (Custom Residential Architects 
Network) and serves as our Chapter’s Chair. Along with all 
his AIA activities, Randy runs his own firm and teaches at 
both Marymount University and Virginia Tech’s Washington 
Alexandria Architecture Center (WAAC). 

Randy is a friendly, 
good hearted, 
articulate and engaged 
colleague whose 
passion for excellence 
in architecture and 
design has always 
been balanced with 
his awareness of 
people’s sensitivities. 
He is an engaged 
board member who 
isn’t afraid to share 
his opinion. When 
Randy disagreed 
with you, you know 
it, but you are never 
wounded by it. Randy always brings a proposed solution to 
every problem he identifies. And, as his list of activities clearly 
shows, is always ready to back up his words with his actions. 
Notwithstanding all his activities, it is Randy’s design talent in 
making places where people live, work and play into timeless 
architecture that we all admire.

continued from page 1

James P. Clark, FAIA presents the Award of Honor to Paul R. Erickson, AIA
Photo © Kathryn Brown

continues on page 10

William T. Brown, AIA presents the Outstanding 
Achievement Award to Randall A. Mars, AIA

Photo © Kathryn Brown
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I didn’t realize it at the time, but I recognize now how much the 
lasting character of the Chapter was formed in those days by the 
recipient of tonight’s award, Ellen Cantor.

For those of you who might not know, Ellen served as our 
Executive Director for 10 years from 1981-1991. In fact, I 
recently learned that her husband, Marvin Cantor, FAIA, joined 
the AIA in 1958, so that means Ellen has also been involved in 
AIA for nearly 60 years.

For many of us, Ellen was the face of AIA. She knew us by 
name and made us feel part of the organization. She shaped 
young architects by making us feel relevant and welcome. 
One of my partners, Jared Willcox, AIA, said earlier this 
evening that Ellen is the reason he is here. Ellen impressed 
her character on our Chapter, where it remains imprinted 
today.

We’ve all heard how each of us stands on the shoulders of 
those who have gone before us. In this case, our Executive 
Director Debbie Burns, who has served us with a high 
bar of excellence for 15 years, stands on the shoulders of 
Ellen Cantor who originally set the bar. Please join me in 
recognizing Ellen Cantor with the AIA Northern Virginia 
Chapter Award.

Distinguished Leadership – Scott S. Matties, AIA
This award recognizes distinguished leadership in the 
representation of the chapter and the membership and honors 
a leader who consistently exhibits the highest personal and 
professional standards.

Presented by Sean E. Reilly, AIA – Scott joined the Board in 2009 
and has served as Director, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-President 
and this year as our President. Scott has also served the Chapter 
as our Design Awards Chair, a huge responsibility as this is our 
signature event each year. I am happy to share a few of Scott’s 
accomplishments. 

Scott’s leadership has strengthened the Chapter’s connections 
with our neighboring AIA chapters through our participation in 
DesignDC and the establishment of annual tri-chapter gatherings 
to bring local AIA leaders together to strengthen bonds and 
foster collaboration. With his participation in Grassroots, the 
AIA’s leadership conference, Scott has shared valuable ideas and 
conversations with our Chapter leadership, helping to inform our 
future plans. 

When the future of the Chapter House was uncertain, Scott 
worked with Debbie and Virginia Tech to re-establish it as our 
home. Scott was then instrumental in rethink the arrangement of 
the space, customizing it to the Chapter’s space needs, as well 
as those of the incubator spaces upstairs. He was even there to 
help move furniture and set up the audiovisual equipment. Prior 
to re-establishing our current location, Scott led us through the 
exploration of other possible alternatives for the Chapter location.

It has been a true pleasure for all of us on the Board to work 
with Scott with his reflective, thoughtful and professional 
style of leadership across a wide range of challenges. Scott has 
represented the Chapter very well, and we are stronger for Scott’s 
leadership and are in an excellent position heading into 2015.

AIA Northern Virginia Chapter Award – Ellen Cantor, Hon. VSAIA
This award is in recognition of an individual who has, through 
their professional activities and body of work, significantly 
inspired or influenced the architecture profession in Northern 
Virginia over a sustained period of time.

Presented by Paul R. Erickson, AIA – I’d like to take moment 
and go down memory lane, back 30 years, to a time when I 
was a young intern architect with a freshly minted professional 
license. I was part of a group of young architects who benefited 
from working in a firm that supported the AIA and encouraged its 
younger members to participate in the NOVA Chapter.

At that time, as newly emerging professionals, my young 
colleagues and I found a Chapter that was, even then, known 
and recognized for its inviting and welcoming nature. It was a 
friendly and fun, yet professional group – a place where we could 
receive mentoring from an intergenerational group of architects.

Annual Meeting Honors Eight with Chapter Awards and Elects 2015 Chapter Board, cont.
continued from page 9

Paul R. Erickson, AIA presents the AIA Northern Virginia Chapter Award to 
Ellen Cantor, Hon. VSAIA

Photo © Kathryn Brown
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Service to the Chapter – F. Carter Jones, AIA
Presented by Sean E. Reilly, AIA – Most of 
us here enjoy the fact that learning about 
architecture is a continuous life-long process. 
Sharing information and knowledge opens up 
and reveals new possibilities in our day to day 
practice. One of the most important services 
the Chapter provides to its members is the 
Continuing Education Program.

Carter Jones has served on the Board as a 
Director and as our Continuing Education 
Committee Chair since 2010. Carter takes a very 
active role and has a strong sense of ownership 
for our continuing education programs. He 
researches, selects and schedules programs 
throughout the year, working with each 
presenter in advance to tailor the content to be of 
maximum benefit for our members. Initiating the 
double-presentation format for our lunch series, 
Carter has created a more efficient schedule for 
members and a cost-savings for our presenters 
who now share in the cost of providing lunch.

Through his dedication, Carter has ensured the Chapter continues 
to provide vital programing to keep members on top of current 
knowledge. For this, we recognize Carter for his meritorious and 
long running service to the Chapter. 

Service to the Chapter – Spencer E. Lepler, AIA
Presented by Anna Barbour, AIA – Spencer and I first met at the 
ARE Prep sessions in 2009. I was organizing the series and he 
was a candidate. We were both freshly unemployed and he was 

Award Recipients – Seated l-r: Ellen Cantor, Hon. VSAIA; Debbie Burns, Hon. AIA; Jo Anne 
Murray, AIA. Back row l-r: Spencer E. Lepler, AIA; Paul R. Erickson, AIA; Rich Ragan; 
Scott S. Matties, AIA; Randall A. Mars, AIA; Matthew Fadel, AIA; F. Carter Jones, AIA.

Photo © Kathryn Brown

continues on page 12
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committed to finishing his exams and making the most of his 
circumstances. After he successfully completed his exams, he 
was a perfect testament to the fact that you could complete the 
exams within the duration of the series. 

Spencer quickly became more involved with the Young 
Architects Forum, becoming the YAF co-chair in 2010 and 
serving on the Nominating Committee in 2011. Selected as the 
Chapter’s nominee to the Emerging Leaders in Architecture class 
of 2012 and elected to the Board in 2013, Spencer has become a 
valued leader of the Chapter.

One of Spencer’s primary goals in YAF was to create a mentoring 
program that would not only involve the standard mentor and 
protégée relationship, but be a more holistic program engaging all 
levels of architects, allowing for a circular mentoring relationship 
instead of just a vertical one. Bringing together YAF, the Schools 
Connections Committee, Women in Architecture and the Fellows 
has enriched the mentoring program and has served as an 
excellent example of committee collaboration. Now in our third 
year, 360 Mentoring has evolved into a comprehensive program 
with 34 participants this year. Satisfaction with the program is 
high, with some participants returning for a second year because 
of the excellent content and the valuable relationships they’ve 
formed.  

Service to the Chapter – Jo Anne Murray, AIA
Presented by Theresa del Ninno, AIA – Jo Anne’s personal 
mission is to encourage young women to stay in our profession. 
The net she casts now reaches over 700 women, supporting also 
by the Potomac Valley and DC chapters with events throughout 
the metro DC area.

Under her leadership, the Women in Architecture Committee 
has expanded programs, including the week-long WIA seminar 
series, monthly networking happy hours and seminars at 
DesignDC and ArchEx.

The visibility of our profession is enhanced through signature 
charity events such as the Dress for Success clothing drive, 
promoting the economic independence of disadvantaged women 
by providing professional attire, and the Charity Spa Night, 
benefiting the National Breast Center and reaching out to 
Commercial Real Estate Women and Women in Construction.

Craftsmanship Award – New Holland Church Furniture
This award honors superior work in the building trades.

Presented by Sean E. Reilly, AIA – This year’s award goes to 
New Holland Church Furniture for the fine group of liturgical 
furnishings they fabricated and installed for the sanctuary 
renovation project at Lutheran Church of the Abiding Presence 
in Burke, VA. It was the church’s vision, resources and desire 
to achieve an extraordinary level of quality in these pieces that 
made this work possible.

Primary pieces include 
a suspended cross, 
altar table, pulpit and 
baptismal bowl stand, 
along with processional 
candle holders and stands, 
a paschal candle stand, 
flower stand and credence 
tables. The custom pieces, 
made of American walnut, 
are highly detailed and 
beautifully executed with 
mortise and tenon and 
dovetail joints. Several 
special details further 
distinguish the high 
level of craftsmanship, 
including the incised 
Gospel inscription in 
front of altar table, marble 
crosses inlaid in the four 
corners of the altar table top, gold-leaf painted metal voids at the 
center of the cross and at the four cardinal points of the cross, 
slots in the processional candle stands to allow teenage acolytes 
to easily slide the candles into the stands, and adjustable metal 
pins to stabilize the baptismal bowl in the stand while allowing it 
to be easily removed for cleaning.

Chapter Nominee for Emerging Leaders in Architecture – 
Matthew Fadel, AIA
Presented by Sean E. Reilly, AIA – The Emerging Leaders in 
Architecture program is an Honors Academy of the Virginia 
Society AIA designed to develop future leaders in architecture 
firms, in communities and in the profession through a rigorous 
one year program. One of the 16 highly competitive seats is 
reserved for our Chapter’s nominee.

We are pleased to announce that the Chapter’s nominee for the 
Class of 2015 is Matthew Fadel, AIA. Mathew is a registered 
architect and LEED® accredited professional at LeMay Erickson 
Wilcox Architects. The Honors jury was impressed with 
Mathew’s solid submission and noted his potential for leadership 
as shown in his volunteer activities as a 7th grade basketball 
coach and co-organizer and treasurer of a Community Garden in 
Boston. Matthew’s submission stated that one of his main goals 
in moving from Kentucky to Northern Virginia was to have the 
opportunity to advance his career as an architect. He quickly 
determined that to eventually become a firm leader and decision 
maker he would need to take steps outside his comfort zone. 
Applying for the ELA Program is such a step as it involves a 
significant personal commitment.

The celebrating continued with the Board and former Chapter 
presidents gathering to recognize Executive Director, Debbie 
Burns, Hon. AIA, for 15 years of service to the Chapter.

Congratulations to all!

Annual Meeting Honors Eight with Chapter Awards and Elects 2015 Chapter Board, cont.
continued from page 11

Suspended walnut cross at the Lutheran 
Church of the Abiding Presence in Burke

Photo © Sean E. Reilly, AIA
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We bring smart, 
creative, inspired 
people together

stantec.com

Design with community in mind

We’re engineers, architects, designers, scientists, 
and problem solvers who see more than a  
building, road, resource, or neighborhood.  
We see spaces where big ideas come to life.

Executive Committee
President – Sean E. Reilly, AIA
President Elect/1st VP – Meagan W. Jancy, AIA
Treasurer – Karen M. Conkey, AIA
Secretary – Theresa del Ninno, AIA
Past President – Scott S. Matties, AIA

Directors
Christopher S. Kehde, AIA – Director/2nd Vice President
T.J. Meehan, AIA – Director/2nd Vice President
Kathryn T. Prigmore, FAIA – Director/2nd Vice President
Manoj V. Dalaya, AIA
Morgan B. Danner, Associate AIA
Jody Gibson, AIA
Carter Jones, AIA
Spencer E. Lepler, AIA
Joseph B. McCoy, AIA
Jin Soo Park, AIA
Stephen R. Wakeman, AIA
Rachel I. Williams, Associate AIA

Virginia Society Directors
John A. Burns, FAIA
Al Cox, FAIA
Brian J. Donnelly, AIA
Beth Reader, AlA
Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIA

2015 Chapter Leaders Elected at the Chapter’s 
Annual Meeting

2014 Annual Meeting Sponsors

Congratulations to our new board!

Special thanks to those who are stepping down from office: 
Edward D. Weaver, AIA; Raedun A. de Alba, Associate AIA; 
John E. Linam, Jr., AIA; William T. Brown, AIA; and Kevin G. 
Sneed, AIA. We heartily thank them for their outstanding service.

Special thanks to Jacobs, our Dessert Sponsor and Setty & 
Associates, our Coffee Sponsor.

• CADD Microsystems, Inc.
• DBI Architects, Inc.
• EPSON America, Inc.
• HGA Architects and Engineers
• Jacobs
• Knoll
• Marvin Windows and Doors
• Mosaic Express Printing
• Moseley Architects
• Potomac Valley Brick and Supply Company
• Setty & Associates
• Stantec, Inc.

Thank you to Matthew Harwood, at Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
the artist of our honor awards and of the art in our program.
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Thank you to all our participating teams:

Canstruction® 2014                                         Photographs by Kathryn Brown

HGA Architects and Engineers & Balfour Beatty Construction
Who Ya Gonna Call to Fight Hunger?

Illustrate My Design
Sea Hunger From A Different Perspective
Honorable Mention

KGD Architecture
Gnome-ore Hunger
Structural Ingenuity
People’s Choice Award

LandDesign & Rust | Orling Architecture
Snoopy’s UnCANny Imagination
Best Use of Labels, Most Cans Used

AECOM
Rock ‘CAN’ Roll



The evening would not have been possible 
without the generous support of our 
sponsors:

Jacobs
Can Manufacturers Institute

Aerotek
RPG Digital Print Solutions
Terminal A Concessions

Chick-fil-A of Crystal City
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The day after build-out night, the structures were judged by 
our esteemed jury and the winning entries will move on to 
the International Canstruction Competition.

Thank you to the jury for their thoughtful deliberations:

Charles Matta, FAIA
Deputy CIO in GSA’s Public Buildings IT Service

William Richards
Director of Publishing for the American Institute of 
Architects

Scott Matties, AIA
Cunningham | Quill Architects and AIA Northern Virginia 
President

Thank you to everyone who helped to make Canstruction 
such a wonderful event:

Our participating teams and all their sponsors

Koube Ngaaje and the Arlington Food Assistance Center

Danielle Morgan, Preston Boyd and all the staff at 
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport

Kathryn Brown for donating her photography services

And a special thanks to our dedicated committee: Co-
Chairs Lala Matties, AIA and Lisa Lettieri, AIA; Regina 
Alexander; Leah Bogden; Jessica Gillette; Koube 
Ngaaje; Gigi Scovel, AIA; Jay Scruggs, AIA; Ward 
Stallworth, AIA; Lisa Webster; Lorin Boswell; and 
Debbie Burns, Hon. AIA.

Canstruction® is a national charity of the design + construction industry 
under the auspices of the Society for Design Administration.

LandDesign & Rust | Orling Architecture
Snoopy’s UnCANny Imagination
Best Use of Labels, Most Cans Used

The Lukmire Partnership with Bohler Engineering & Branch Daffan
What will PHIL forecast? PHIL your plates…6 more weeks of full stomachs!

MTFA Architecture
Let’s TOPple Hunger One Can at a Time
Jurors’ Favorite

Samaha Associates PC
Lose hunger - not your luggage!
Best Meal



The St. Albans Christmas House Tour is open to the public and 
tickets are available online at:
   www.stalbansschool.org/CHT
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Chelsey Berg, Assoc. AIA 
Member Since 2013

Brian Ballok, Assoc. AIA 
Member Since 2013

Beth Mosenthal, Assoc. AIA 
Member Since 2011

Design the career you want. Join us at the American 
Institute of Architects when you graduate and receive 
complimentary membership for up to 18 months,  
plus free Convention registration.*

 

Free Membership and 
Convention Registration   
for New Grads* 

Get the details. www.aia.org/join_grad

* Some restrictions apply. Go to www.aia.org/join_grad to learn more.

House Tour in Historic Cleveland Park

The Cleveland Park neighborhood in Washington, DC is home 
for this year’s St. Albans Christmas House Tour which is 
scheduled for December 5 and 6, 2014.  This historic community, 
facing the north side of the Washington National Cathedral, 
developed as a streetcar suburb and has been home to many 
people of local and national significance. The neighborhood 
draws its name from President Grover Cleveland who spent many 
years in his Victorian farmhouse.

The tour features six homes representing over 110 years of 
residential architecture and showcasing styles from Victorian to 
modern. Each home comes with fascinating stories, furnishings 
and art.  

Kahn-Graf Home
Photo © Beverly Rezneck

Harrison Home
Photo © Beverly Rezneck

http://www.stalbansschool.org/CHT
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Book Club
December 3, 7:00p

Join the WIA Book Club to discuss Fit: An Architect’s Manifesto, 
by Robert Geddes. The Book Club alternates between fiction and 
non-fiction books each quarter. For information visit: 
   www.aianova.org/panes/event.php?eventID=1033

Happy Hour and Holiday Party
December 9, 6:00p

Join WIA for our December happy hour and holiday party! 
For those interested, we will have an optional white elephant 
gift exchange. In the spirit of the holiday season, please bring 
gently used (or new!) outerwear to donate to Dress for Success. 
We are looking for gloves, hats, scarves and coats. Dress for 
Success helps women in need to find employment and provides 
professional attire. This event is at the Chapter House, 205 South 
Patrick Street, Alexandria 22314.

Women in Architecture – December 
Events and ArchEx Presentation

by Kathryn Prigmore, FAIA
Women in Architecture Committee

The AIA NOVA Women in Architecture sponsored a session on compensation during 
Architecture Exchange East on November 6, 2014. The session was part of the VSAIA 
WiD series offered during the conference.
 
About 24 mid- to senior-level architects participated in the program. Thanks to AIA 
NOVA Member Jim Draheim, AIA (Dewberry) and several other participants for 
providing the perspective of firm leadership during the animated discussions. 
 
Moderator and organizer Marlene Walli Shade, AIA (Dewberry) developed the program 
which included facts, resources and the opportunity for discussion. A brief presentation 
about various types of compensation by Kathryn Prigmore, FAIA (Studios Architecture) 
included perspectives on how they could be assembled into a compensation package 
that results in a win-win scenario for both employees and employer.   
 
The hands-on activities directed by Nancie Wingo (Wingo Coaching) engaged the 
participants at many levels. The icebreaker activity showed participants how a simple 
question can quickly ease barriers between strangers. This same approach can be 
incorporated in a discussion with an employer about compensation. Wingo followed 
with a presentation on negotiation strategies and introduced the audience to some 
hands-on activities designed to strengthen negotiation skills. Session material can be 
found at:

ArchEx 2014 Presentation – Compensation:  Getting the Pay You Deserve

http://archex.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/201-Compensation-Getting-the-Pay-You-Deserve.pdf

Presentation moderator and organizer Marlene 
Walli Shade, AIA

http://www.aianova.org/panes/event.php?eventID=1033
http://archex.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/201-Compensation-Getting-the-Pay-You-Deserve.pdf


In the interest of keeping our referral lists as current as 
possible, we have moved from downloadable PDFs to a 
sortable web-based interface. This allows us to make changes 
much more quickly and has the added benefit of allowing 
users to link directly to firms’ websites from aianova.org.  
You can visit the database of firms here:
   http://aianova.org/referral.php 

The firm data and practice area selections were taken from 
responses to the latest directory survey. If you didn’t fill one 
out, or would like to update your information, please send an 
email to: 
   referrals@aianova.org. 

Our listings can contain the following fields for each firm: 
Firm Name, Address, Website, Contact Name, Contact 
Email, Phone Number, Number of Personnel and up to five 
practice areas. If you feel your listing is incomplete, just send 
us an email with your updates, and we will post them as soon 
as possible.
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AIA Member Benefits
                                           (that you might not know about)

New Contract Documents Released in November

Eight new documents have been added to the AIA Contract 
Documents® portfolio. Six of these new documents belong to 
the Conventional (A201) family; the remaining two documents 
belong to the Construction Manager as Constructor (CMc) family 
and the Program Manager family, respectively. 

Conventional (A201) Family

• A121™ – 2014, Standard Form of Master Agreement Between 
Owner and Contractor, where work is provided under Multiple 
Work Orders

• A121™ – 2014 Exhibit, A: Determination of the Cost of the 
Work

• A221™ – 2014, Work Order for use with Master Agreement 
Between Owner and Contractor

• B121™ – 2014, Standard Form of Master Agreement Between 
Owner and Architect for Services provided under Multiple 
Service Orders

• B221™ – 2014, Service Order for use with Master Agreement 
Between Owner and Architect

• C421™ – 2014, Standard Form of Master Agreement Between 
Architect and Consultant for Services Provided under Multiple 
Service Orders

• C422™–2014, Service Order for use with Master Agreement 
Between Architect and Consultant

Construction Manager as Constructor (CMc) Family

• B133™–2014, Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner 
and Architect, Construction Manager as Constructor (CMc) 
Edition

Program Manager Family

• C172™–2014, Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner 
and Program Manager for use on a Single Project

To learn more about these documents, download free samples of 
one or all the new documents, attend a free webinars or browse 
other helpful resources, visit www.aia.org/newdocs.

New Referral List System on www.aianova.org

http://aianova.org/referral.php
mailto:referrals@aianova.org
http://www.aia.org/newdocs
http://www.aianova.org
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On the Boards

QIAGEN Sciences, Inc.
Architecture, Inc.

Collaboration + communication + interaction = synergy. The design 
concept for this 240,000 sf laboratory is to bring scientists together 
in a stimulating environment that will foster interaction. The 
design of this new LEED® Platinum, free‐standing North American 
headquarters building of a German manufacturing and research 
company was planned to do just that. Open the laboratories to the 
building exterior. Provide rooftop gardens and conference areas 
for added collaboration. Provide group service zones rather than 
individual private coffee stations and copy rooms…for that matter, 
eliminate closed offices.

To this end the firm created a three story atrium/main street, where 
scientists will naturally meet and converse. The connection to the 
existing campus buildings is proposed to be a glass enclosed walkway 
through the cherry tree grove and sculpture garden. The Washington 
philharmonic will be quietly piped throughout the public zones to 
calm the environment allowing for thoughtful discussion.

The advancement of knowledge….The orderly application of the 
scientific process, the solution to mankind’s problems….Never 
before has the accumulation of knowledge related to our makeup 
progressed so quickly. With the decoding of the human genome, 
the advancements in molecular biology and the sheer speed of 
computer processing has come a rebirth of excitement to the research 
community. What was veiled by layers of complexity and mystery a 
short ten years ago has begun to effectively be uncovered, catalogued 
and understood. The architecture of the new laboratory will peel away 
the obstructions to interaction.



For Sale
Full set of Virginia Building Codes, 2012 edition, brand-new 
shrink-wrapped.  It includes:

• Virginia Construction Code
• Virginia Residential Code
• Virginia Energy Conservation Code
• Virginia Fuel Gas Code
• Virginia Building and Fire Code Related Regulations
• Virginia Plumbing Code
• Virginia Mechanical Code 
• Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code 
• Virginia Rehabilitation Code 
• Virginia Maintenance Code

Retail value of this set is about $600.  Will sell the set in its 
entirety for $300, delivered in Northern Virginia, cash only. 
Contact Matt Arnold at (310) 651-4940 or mda1618@gmail.com

Architect Office Space Available in the Chapter House 
Two office spaces are available for rent in the Chapter House, 
located on Virginia Tech’s Washington Alexandria Architecture 
Center in Old Town Alexandria. The spaces are 875 sf and 825 sf.

Tenants enjoy a great location in the heart of Old Town, dedicated 
parking space, collaboration space, shared equipment, access to 
university facilities and use of the chapter’s conference room. 
Employ a student who can walk to your office from class.

For information and showing, email Henry Hollander, 
Coordinator for Outreach & Alumni Relations at WAAC, at: 
   hrh@vt.edu

New Members

Amanuel B. Admassu, Assoc. AIA, JCA Architects 
Kylee L. Besecker, Assoc. AIA, Kerns Group Architects 
Michael D. Caffrey, AIA, AECOM 
Steven J. Clendaniel, Assoc. AIA, Helbing Lipp Recny Architects 
Elizabeth Espinoza, Assoc. AIA, HYL Architecture 
Julie E. Faloon, Assoc. AIA, Monroe and Crocker, PC 
Edgar A. Flores, Assoc. AIA 
Kenneth P. Marzullo II, Assoc. AIA, Classic Cottages 
Lindsay M. Mitchell, Assoc. AIA, Cannon Design
Amanda E. Mosher, AIA, Anne Decker Architects, LLC 
Carrie L. Parker, Assoc. AIA
Dawn L. Parker, Assoc. AIA, Sun Design Remodeling Specialists
Gina A. Robinson, Assoc. AIA, Kerns Group Architects 
Emily A. Sholder, Assoc. AIA, AECOM 
Daniel J. Stuver, AIA, Shalom Baranes Associates, P.C. 
Edgar S. Wilbourn III, Assoc. AIA, Wilbourn Construction
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Membership Update

Classified Ads
It’s Membership Renewal Time

AIA Northern Virginia strives to offer members valuable 
benefits and to be available to help in any way we can. We 
offer you the opportunity to earn your continuing education 
requirements free of charge, we provide a wide variety of 
networking and social events, we keep you informed on current 
issues affecting practice, we promote the profession, we support 
our emerging professionals and we serve our community and 
neighbors.

Find details on all your AIA member benefits in the Member 
Benefits Guide at: 
   www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/aia/documents/pdf/aiab093541.pdf

You should receive your 2015 AIA dues invoice shortly. 
You are able to pay online, by phone, by mail and by a dues 
installment plan. Specific instructions are included with your 
invoice and additional information is available on the AIA 
website at www.aia.org/renew

Renew your AIA membership by December 31, 2014 and be 
entered to win a Surface Pro 3 or an iPAD Air + Free 2015 
Convention Registration.

There are also incentives for new members to join now:

• Join now for 2015 and get complementary membership for the 
  rest of 2014.
• Join by December 31, 2014 and be entered to win either a 
  Surface Pro 3 or an iPAD Air.
• Free convention registration for the 2015 AIA National 
  Convention in Atlanta.
• Recent graduates can receive free membership for up to 18 
  months after graduation.

Details are available at www.aia.org/join.

With all that the Chapter has to offer you, please renew your 
membership and please get involved. If you want to help with 
our activities and initiatives, we welcome you as an active 
volunteer. None of this would get done without our members’ 
participation. And let us know what else we can do for you. We 
are here to help.

Contact Debbie Burns, Executive Director, or Lorin Boswell, 
Membership Director, at (703) 549-9747 or aianova@aianova.org 
for information and help with any of your renewal or membership 
questions.

mailto:mda1618@gmail.com
mailto:hrh@vt.edu
http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/aia/documents/pdf/aiab093541.pdf
http://www.aia.org/renew
http://www.aia.org/join
mailto:aianova@aianova.org
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Professional Practice

AIA/TAP Innovation Awards Deadline December 8 – The TAP 
Knowledge Community (Technology in Architectural Practice) 
seeks exemplary implementations in the state of the art of the 
design, delivery and management of the built environment as 
enabled by advanced processes and technologies. Details are 
available at: 
   www.aia.org/practicing/awards/AIAB100454

AIAU – Take advantage of AIAU’s bundle discount and save 
15% when you buy four or more courses. For AIA members, 
that’s 15% off the special member price of $25/course. Popular 
classes include ADA-Compliant Design, Ethics and Decision-
Making, Deep Energy Retrofits and Avoid Conflict with 
Contractors. AIAU can be found at: 
   https://aiau.aia.org/.

Florida License Change in Reporting Credit – If you hold a 
license in Florida, please be aware that the deadline for reporting 
continuing education credits has moved up two months to 
December 31, 2014. For the 2015 license renewal, all 24 required 
CE credits (22 hours in HSW courses and 2 hours in the Florida 
Building Code Advanced course) must be obtained during the 
reporting cycle that began March 1, 2013 and ends December 
31, 2014. For online courses that qualify for the Florida Building 
Code Advanced Course, visit the AIA Florida website at: 
   www.aiafla.org/courses/Register-Online-Course_100.cfm

DC Affordable Living Design Competition – Organized by 
the DC Living Building Challenge Collaborative, the competition 
goal is to build a certified Living Building in Washington, DC 
that is both sustainable and affordable. Working with the DC 
Department of Housing and Community Development and the 
District Department of the Environment, a site has been selected at 
Dix Street and 58th Street, NE. Collaboration meetings and design 
charrettes will be held in 2015. Registration opens December 18, 
with submissions due May 21, 2015. Details are available at:
   http://dclivingbuildingchallengecollaborative.wordpress.com/

Members Transferring In 

Melissa B. Bennett, AIA, Dewberry
   from Boston 
Rachael Johnson, Assoc. AIA, Huelat Davis
   from Colorado
Susan M. Kossa, AIA
   from Colorado 
William R. Poulos, AIA, Poulos Architectural Design, LLC 
   from Washington, DC

 
Upgrading Members

Jason M. Bryan, AIA, Kulinski Group Architects, PC 
   to Architect 
Brian J. Champa, AIA, Huelat Davis 
   to Architect 
Matthew I. Fadel, AIA, LeMay Erickson Willcox Architects 
   to Architect 
Nicholas R. Valadez, AIA, Robert E. Beach Architects 
   to Architect 

New Bronze Sponsors 

Abacus Sports Installations Ltd. 
836 Flory Mill Road
Lancaster, PA  17601
www.abacussports.com
Spencer Proud
sgp@abacussports.com
(717) 560-8050

Convergent Technologies Design Group
6501 York Road
Baltimore, MD  21212
www.ctdginc.com
Samantha Chong
schong@ctdginc.com
(443) 904-1335

New Corporate Allied Member 

Balfour Beatty Construction
11325 Random Hills Road 
Fairfax, VA  22030
www.balfourbeattyus.com 
Danny M. Patton 
dpatton@balfourbeattyus.com
(703) 783-4888

http://www.aia.org/practicing/awards/AIAB100454
https://aiau.aia.org/
http://www.aiafla.org/courses/Register-Online-Course_100.cfm
http://dclivingbuildingchallengecollaborative.wordpress.com/
http://www.abacussports.com
mailto:sgp@abacussports.com
http://www.ctdginc.com
mailto:schong%40ctdginc.com%0D?subject=
http://www.balfourbeattyus.com
mailto:dpatton@balfourbeattyus.com
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FYI

Fairfax County honored Davis Carter Scott with their 2014 
Environmental Excellence Award in the Business category. These 
awards recognize those dedicated to sustainability and support 
county environmental initiatives. The accolade recognizes Davis 
Carter Scott’s dedication to creating new buildings, spaces and 
places that are exemplars of sustainable practice; upgrading 
existing buildings to higher levels of performance; designing 
healthy spaces in which people live and work; and creating green 
communities that lie easy on the earth. In selecting DCS Design 
for the award, Linda Burchfiel, an At-Large member of the 
Environmental Quality Advisory Council, cited over four decades 
of sustainable design, community and industry outreach through 
an annual GreenWeek Symposium and ongoing participation 
in county led efforts such as Chairman Bulova’s Private Sector 
Energy Task Force as key contributions recognized by the 
Advisory Council.

Photo courtesy Fairfax County

Cole & Denny Architects is celebrating their 30th anniversary 
and are pleased to announce that Michael Detomo, Louis M. 
Barbieri, Jr. and Bryan Edward Lavie, AIA joined founding 
partner John E. Cole and Kristine Hesse as partners in 
ownership. Founding partner Douglas J. Denny retired last year 
after almost 30 years of dedicated practice with the firm.

Cooper Carry is pleased to announce that the Marriott Marquis 
Washington, DC has won a 2014 NAIOP Maryland/DC Award 
of Excellence. With over 1,000 guestrooms and suites, the 
project is the largest hotel in downtown DC and was designed in 
collaboration with tvsdesign.

The partners of Grimm + Parker are delighted to announce 
the promotion of Antonio Rebelo to Director of Design and 
Kieran Wilmes, AIA to Principal. Antonio brings 20 years of 
award winning design experience to his design leadership role 
and Kieran has focused on educational design for the last two 
decades, managing and leading design teams on collegiate and 
K-12 projects. Both are graduates of the University of Maryland.

The Mayor and Town Council of Herndon voted to appoint 
Dennis Findley, AIA, of McLean, as the Architectural Historian 
on the Town of Herndon’s Heritage Preservation Review Board. 
The seven member board reviews all proposed construction 
projects located within the town’s Heritage Preservation District. 
Dennis is a long-time AIA NOVA member and a member of the 
Virginia Board of People with Disabilities, where he serves on 
the executive committee. He was appointed by each of Virginia’s 
two previous governors for consecutive terms on this board.  
He is also an elected member of the Governing Board for the 
McLean Community Center.

PGAL is celebrating 25 years in Alexandria. When PGAL, a 
Texas-based A/E firm, established the Alexandria office in 1989, 
the staff already had a major assignment: design and program 
Terminal B/C at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
(DCA). PGAL, determined to pursue the opportunity to design 
the airport, recruited world-renown architect Cesar Pelli, FAIA 
to join the proposed project team. Since the successful completion 
of the DCA Terminal in 1997, aviation design specialists in the 
Alexandria office have continued to lead other major PGAL 
aviation projects including the Washington Dulles International 
Arrivals Building Expansion. The Alexandria team’s portfolio 
continues to expand with commercial and civic work, including 
the Charles E. Beatley Central Library in Alexandria. Local staff 
includes PGAL President Ken Brown, AIA; Principal Dennis 
Comiskey, PE; Associate Principals Eric A. Dagradi, AIA, Bob 
Volpe, AIA, Richard Layman, AIA and Edwin Aqudelo, AIA; 
Senior Associates Stephan Yelland, Rebecca Hollins, AIA, 
Sally Suarez, and Veronica Enders; and Associates Scott Allen, 
Canan Usdu-Topalhan and Soohyun Kim.

Lena Scott, Associate AIA, Principal-In-Charge of Interior 
Architecture, is pleased to announce Elizabeth Blunck has (re) 
joined Davis Carter Scott as Project Director. Elizabeth holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Interior Design from Drexel 
University and possesses over 27 years of experience in interior 
architecture, design and project management.

Anna Barbour, AIA, an Associate at Shalom Baranes 
Associates and co-chair of our Young Architects Forum, was 
featured in a video on women in architecture produced for 
NCARB Live. Hundreds of professionals tuned in for a spirited 
debate about the state of women in architecture. Moderated by 
Architect Magazine Executive Editor Katie Gerfen, the panel 
explored everything from finding a mentor to handling sexism 
on construction sites. Along with Anna, other panelists included 
NCARB Second Vice President Margo Jones, NCARB, AIA 
and 2013 AIA DC Emerging Architect recipient Diane Leeson, 
Assoc. AIA. The video is posted at http://blog.ncarb.org/2014/
October/Watch-Women-In-Architecture.aspx

KTGY Group, Inc., Architecture + Planning has earned top 
honors in the Great American Living Awards (GALA), which are 
presented by both the Northern Virginia and Maryland-National 
Capital Building Industry Association and the Washington 
Metropolitan Sales and Marketing Council. KTGY 

http://blog.ncarb.org/2014/October/Watch-Women-In-Architecture.aspx
http://blog.ncarb.org/2014/October/Watch-Women-In-Architecture.aspx


GPI Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. provided mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing and fire protection systems for Miles & Stockbridge’s 
Baltimore and Tysons Corner offices. The newly relocated 
headquarters in Baltimore is 107,000 sf on eight floors and 
includes an interconnecting stair for six levels. The headquarters 
is pursing LEED Certification. The Tysons Corner office is a 
30,000 sf office, located on two floors. GPI is proud to have 
completed these projects with OPX.

Capitol Area CRAN Lunch Seminar
December 1 | 12:30p | DC

Women in Architecture Book Club
December 3 | 7:00p | TBD

AIA Northern Virginia Board Meeting
December 8 | 4:30p | Alexandria

Women in Architecture Happy Hour/Holiday Party
December 9 | 6:00p | Alexandria

Lunch Seminar: Concrete Masonry
December 10 | 11:00a | Alexandria

Capitol Area CRAN Holiday Party
December 17 | 6:00p | Vienna

COTE Seminar: Reducing Utility Costs through Behavior 
January 20, 2015 | 6:00p | TBD

AIA Northern Virginia Calendar 
www.aianova.org

AIA|DC Calendar
http://aiadc.com/calendar

AIA Potomac Valley Calendar
www.aiapv.org/calendar

AIA Northern Virginia News 23

Calendar

was recognized for their wide range of capabilities, excellence 
and innovation in the design of single-family and multi-family 
residential communities, receiving four Grand Awards and one 
Award of Merit in the Design and Architecture category.

Perkins+Will is excited to announce that they were recently 
honored with four NAIOP Maryland/DC design awards in three 
separate practice areas: Awards of Excellence for the National 
Institutes of Health, Porter Neuroscience Research Center - Phase 
II; the MedStar Montgomery Medical Center, Helen P. Denit 
Cancer Center; and the Community of Hope, Conway Health 
and Resource Center; and an Award of Merit for Costar Group 
Headquarters.

The Brick Industry Association (BIA) of Reston has honored 
the best in brick design across North America. The 2014 Brick in 
Architecture Awards spiked this year with more than 150 entries. 
Established in 1989, the 40 winners in this 25th anniversary year 
span 22 states and Canada. Metro area winners include:

Gold for Residential – Multi-Family
2201 North Pershing Drive, Arlington
Architect: SK+I Architecture
Brick Distributor: Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company

Silver for Municipal/Government/Civic
Roy Kelly Intermodal Terminal & Parking Garage, Bryan, Texas
Architect: Powers Brown Architecture

Bronze for Renovation/Restoration
CITTA 50, Washington, DC
Architect: Bonstra | Haresign ARCHITECTS LLP
Brick Distributor: Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company

Bronze for Residential – Multi-Family
Camden South Capitol, Washington, DC
Architect: WDG Architecture

Bronze for Residential – Multi-Family
Post Carlyle Square - Block O, Alexandria
Architect: SK+I Architecture

Giving older office buildings new purpose, Cooper Carry has 
completed two urban projects in the last year, converting existing 
office buildings to schools in Virginia and Georgia. In Fairfax 
County the design team converted an existing 5-story office 
building to the Bailey’s Upper Elementary School which will 
house 764 students in grades 3 through 5. The North Atlanta High 
School was converted from an 11-story former IBM corporate 
office building. It will house 2,350 students in the next couple of 
years. The Bailey’s project was showcased on the Washington 
Post website on October 8 in an article written by Jonathan 
O’Connell, titled “What to do with dying suburban office 
buildings? Turn them into schools.” (http://www.washingtonpost.
com/news/digger/wp/2014/10/08/what-to-do-with-dying-
suburban-office-buildings-turn-them-into-schools/?hpid=z3)

http://www.aianova.org
http://aiadc.com/calendar
http://www.aiapv.org/calendar
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/digger/wp/2014/10/08/what-to-do-with-dying-suburban-office-buildings-turn-them-into-schools/?hpid=z3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/digger/wp/2014/10/08/what-to-do-with-dying-suburban-office-buildings-turn-them-into-schools/?hpid=z3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/digger/wp/2014/10/08/what-to-do-with-dying-suburban-office-buildings-turn-them-into-schools/?hpid=z3


Chapter Sponsors

Platinum
EPSON America, Inc.
Knoll
Mosaic Express Printing
Potomac Valley Brick and Supply

Gold
Stantec

Silver
CADD Microsystems, Inc.
DBI Architects, Inc.
HGA Architects and Engineers
Marvin Windows + Doors
Moseley Architects
 
Bronze
Abacus Sports Installations Ltd. 
ADI Construction
Aerotek
Alliance Lighting and Shading
Ames & Gough
Bobrick/Architectural Resources, Inc.
CBIZ, Inc.
Convergent Technologies Design Group
Cunningham | Quill Architects
ENCON Group, Inc.
GPI / Greenman Pedersen, Inc.
Guardian Industries
Ian, Evan & Alexander Corporation
C.M. Kling & Associates, Inc.
Lobkovich Kitchen Designs
Marks, Thomas Architects 
McMullan & Associates, Inc.
Setty & Associates

The American Institute of Architects
Northern Virginia Chapter
205 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-9747
aianova@aianova.org
www.aianova.org


